




From the Pastor…. 

March 2016 
Pensacola, Florida 

THE PEN 

Listening to National Public Radio a few weeks ago I heard a woman speaking about changes within our 

American culture. I was really struck when she said,  “The culture has changed and those who don’t agree 

are now immigrants who need to fit in to the culture we have created.” I had no idea that things had gone 

that far.  I was taken back to realize that my belief system and what it told me about marriage, family, and 

the life of the unborn - made me an immigrant in my own country of origin. 

 

We had a pretty good run - for a little over 200 years but now our orthodox Christianity is making strangers 

in a strange land. We really shouldn’t be surprised by this. It puts us in some really good company. The 

company of people like Jeremiah, John the Baptizer, and Jesus.  

 

All of which leads us to say we should not be surprised to be called immigrants. Strangers in our own land. 

Immigrants who need to get with the program. 

 

We say that stuff because the Bible says that stuff. We believe that the Bible is God’s inerrant, inspired 

Word. We believe it to be true. And we believe that the things it says are timeless.  

 

So we say there is only one way to heaven and that is through faith in Jesus Christ. He was born sinless, 

lived a sinless life, and took our sins upon Himself at the crucifixion. By His death, the price for our sin was 

paid. So we go not from life to death. But from death to eternal life with God through faith in what Jesus has 

done. 

 

We believe that mankind is sinful, and has a propensity toward evil and selfishness. We believe  

that those who do not follow Christ, who do not live a godly and repentant life, are going to be condemned, 

and will end up in Hell rather than with you in heaven.  

 

And people wag their finger at us and say, “How dare you think that way. How dare you think you know 

THE way and that other beliefs are wrong. How dare you condemn how others think, believe and live. You 

are arrogant, you are ignorant, and you are intolerant. You are not full of love, but full of evil. As a society 

we must resist you, we cannot tolerate your kind or your beliefs.”  

 

Is that not the opposition Jesus faced, Paul faced, John and Jeremiah faced? 
 
God’s message is hard for the world to hear. And it is made harder when Jesus tells us that He is the way, 
and the truth and the life and that nobody will come to the Father except through him.   
There is no other way, no other path. He is it.  
 
When we profess this belief, we are called intolerant. After all, this cuts out everyone else in the world. But 
isn’t this exactly what Jesus told us would happen? And when the world hears this, they don’t like us. Some 
hate us, some want to fight us, some want to kill us. But the words of exclusivity we speak are the words of 
God. They are the way He established our deliverance from evil and our entry to eternal life. 
 
It is easy for us to get a negative attitude about what is happening in our country.  It can seem like 
all we have known to be good and right about this nation is coming unglued.  We wring our hands over the 
next Supreme Court judge and what that will do to the balance of the Court.   



John Steele, Charles Ayers, Karla Keesler, Barbara Morgan; Marion Sherouse; Gabriel Olsen; 

Dan/Bonnie Ikert; John Knoll; Bill Yates; Holton Harders; Violet Littleton; Sandra Collier; Patti 

Popiel; Doris Fryer; Betty Stewart; Elaine Bretcher,  Richard (Hein’s brother-in-law); Stella Becker 

(Donna Morado’s mother); Megan Thompson (Swann’s granddaughter–battling cancer);  Pat Dar-

ville (heart - Pam Hansen’s friend);  Sherry Davidson (cancer - Susan Hein’s friend);  Debbie 

Smith (Raders’ niece) and David Miller (Elaine Welter’s brother) ..... Lord, in your mercy. 

Pete Fenger (USAF); Jerry Hermann (USN); Don Billings (USN); Grant Barsuhn (Coast Guard); Mike Bell 

(Army-Afghanistan); James Hixenbaugh (USAF); Jonathan Laney (USN); Nate Swift (USMC); Zachary Laney 

(USN); Meagan Mustain (USAF); Chaplain Richard (Ros) Schultz (Army Reserves); Ryan McLean (USAF); 

Andrew Baker (Coast Guard), and Dylan Welter (Coast Guard).  

PRAYERS FOR OUR ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY: 
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LORD, IN YOUR MERCY... 

We fret and worry over who will be the next President and what will happen. People are concerned  

about passing laws to protect the clergy, bakeries, florists and photographers.  

 

But none of that can stop our Christian witness. None of that changes our call to love our neighbor as yourself and 

direct those people from the very fires of Hell. 

 

Don’t lose heart. God provided for Jeremiah. God gave the gift of eternal life to John the Baptizer. God has seated 

Jesus at his right hand. The victory has been won. Death has been defeated. And no cultural change, no Supreme 

Court judge, no U.S. President can change that. 

 

I believe God’s heart says today, “USA, USA . . . you kill and stone the prophets I send to you.  

How I long to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings.” God still loves the people 

of this nation. God still desires that they know the truth so that truth will set them free from earthly things. 

 

Do you see them? Are you speaking to them about God’s love? and Christ’s work for them on the cross?  Have 

you invited them to a Bible Study, or to come to church and hear the Gospel proclaimed? God tells us a great har-

vest is ready and waiting. You may take it on the chin. 

 

You may face some opposition. But won’t that really be nothing compared to the joy of one sinner who repents? 

FROM THE PASTOR, CONTINUED... 

We are in the process of implementing a new design for our website! The new site will include an online, search-

able directory for members, private group pages for our ministries, and more opportunities for video and photos 

to showcase the awesome events we have throughout the year! 

 

The site will have exclusive member webpages that will require a login, so be on the lookout  for an invite email 

in the coming weeks from Church 360 Unite. Our administrative assistant, Kaia, will also be sending out a 

“Getting Started” instruction sheet that will explain how to create your login and how to use it on our website to 

access private member pages. 

 

To see our new site, visit www.resluthpns.com.   

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE 



March 6, 2016—Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 Isaiah 12:1-6, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

March 13, 2016—Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 Isaiah 43: 16-21, Philippians 3: (4b-7) 8-14, Luke 20: 9-20  

March 20, 2016—Palm Sunday 

 Deuteronomy 32:36-39, Philippians 2:5-11, Luke 22:1-23, 56 

March 24, 2016—Maundy Thursday 

 Jeremiah 31: 31-34, Hebrews 10:15-25, Luke 22:7-20  

March 25, 2016—Good Friday 

 Isaiah 52:13-53: 12, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5: 7-9, John 18:1-19: 42 

March 27, 2016—Easter  

 Isaiah 65:17-25, 1 Corinthians 15:19-26,  Luke 24:1-12 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
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OUR VICTORY IN CHRIST 

Some chapters in the Bible speak so directly to a specific topic that they have been given names, such as the 
“Faith” chapter (Hebrews 11), the “Shepherd’s Psalm (Psalm 23), and the “Resurrection” chapter (1 Corinthians 
15), the one this article will focus on. 
 
Perhaps the Corinthians were like us, wondering what would happen at the end of their earthly lives.  Then, as 
now, all sorts of theories abounded.  Is death the end?  If not, will I have a body?  What will my body look like?  
St. Paul quoted a couple of their questions in 1 Corinthians 15:35:  “But some will ask, ‘How are the dead 
raised?  With what kind of body do they come?”  Paul called those questioners foolish and gave them (and us) 
the straight story.  “So it is with the Resurrection of the dead.  What is sown is perishable; what is raised is im-
perishable.  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.  It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.  It is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body…Just as we 
have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of Heaven” (1 Corinthians 
15:42-44, 49). 
 
 The end result for believers is that  
 
  “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
  “O death, where is your victory? 
   O death, where is your sting?”  (1 Corinthians 15:54b-55) 
 
So, for us who are in Christ, there is no need to wonder or to fear.  Be-
cause of Easter, because of our Lord’s Resurrection, we also are victori-
ous over sin, death, and the power of the devil.  With the Apostle Paul 
and all the saints, we exclaim, “But thanks be to God, Who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:5)! 
 
And there is a response expected from us as we celebrate our victory in 
Christ: “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 
labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 



SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what 

you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.” 

Hebrews 13:16 
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Safe Harbor Baby Bottle Campaign: I am proud to announce that with the generous giving of you our members 

we contributed $1020.00 this year. Thanks to all for your extremely bighearted gifts. It’s amazing how a little gift 

from many people can add up. If you have not done so, please return any unused bottles. We will use them again 

next year. Safe Harbor no longer has enough bottles for all requests.  

Safe Harbor’s 19th Annual Fundraising Banquet: This banquet will be held on Thursday, April 28, 2016 at 6:30 

p.m. at the New World Landing in Pensacola. This is a great opportunity to hear first-hand about the ministry 

through a program presentation and client testimonies. The featured speaker will be John Ensor, an ordained 

evangelical pastor, is the President of PassionLife and author of several books has been a leader in the pregnancy 

center movement for over 25 years as a speaker, writer and trainer. Melanie Hampton and Roxanne Dougherty will 

be gathering names for reservations to this event. More news and a sign-up sheet will be provided closer to the 

event. 

Share boxes: Share (coin) boxes are available. As part of our Lenten journey you are encouraged to fill them with 

change and returned the first Sunday after Easter (3 April 2016). Proceeds will be divided between Loaves and 

Fishes soup kitchen Pensacola and Lutheran Human Care (local and worldwide). Thanks for your support. 

Lenten Lunch/dinners: We’d like to encourage all to join us for these meals prior to our Lenten services. Hope to 

see you at these events. 

Bake Sale: Social Ministry will host a Bake Sale in conjunction with the Youth Groups Yard Sale on April 23, 2016. 

We’ll be asking the great cooks in our congregation to provide baked goods to help buy groceries for the Thanks-

giving baskets. More information to follow closer to the date. 

CHECK OUT THE DISPLAY IN THE NARTHEX near the seating area where baskets are available to place pop 

tabs (for the Ronald McDonald House on Bayou Blvd. where families if seriously ill children at Sacred Heart Hospi-

tal are allowed to stay so they can be near their children, Campbell Label’s for education (for Redeemer Lutheran 

School in Warrington) and used greeting cards (for St. Jude’s Ranch for Children) there is no need to cut the fronts 

off. 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES for you to assist are: Donate your old used eyeglasses, or pennies for the needy. The 

Penny Jar is located directly by the Social Ministry display table in the Narthex. We appreciate your help. We are 

grateful for the outpouring of support we receive from the congregation, involving our many activities to assist the 

“least of these.” 

We will continue to provide ways that you can be involved and support the efforts to help God’s “least of these.” 

That is our main purpose. If you have any questions or concerns about our ministry, contact one of the committee 

members or Melanie Hampton (the committee chair). 

The next meeting will be March 2, 2016 following Lenten Service. All who are interested are invit-

ed to attend. We can use all of your support. 

God’s Blessings to all. 
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YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 

Thank you to everyone who supported our spaghetti dinner fundraiser and our 

Krispy Kreme doughnut sale. Your contributions are helping our high school youth 

get to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans this summer! Be on the look-

out for more events – especially the church yard sale on April 23rd and a car wash 

later in the spring.  

 

On Friday, March 11th, we are hosting a game night and glow in the dark egg hunt 
from 6:00-8:30 pm for our middle and high school youth (6th grade and up), and 
we’ve invited the youth group from Grace Lutheran as well. We look forward to this 
time of fun and fellowship with our friends from Grace! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PLANNING MEETING  

We are trying something different this year and are 
planning a weekend VBS for June 10-12, instead of a 
weekday VBS. We need your help! Volunteering with 
VBS is a wonderful way to share Jesus’ love with our 
children and those in the community. If you’re inter-
ested in serving on our VBS team, come meet with us 
on March 29th at 6:00 pm, and we’ll get this going! 
See Susan Dixon if you have any questions.  

Our Sunday School will have an egg hunt on Easter morning, and we would be grate-

ful for donations of plastic eggs and individually wrapped candy. You can give your 

donation to any of our teachers or leave it in the marked basket in the entry area. 

Thanks so much for your help in making Easter morning even better for our Sunday 

School children. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL EASTER EGG HUNT 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT! 

WANTED--empty ink cartridges, used cell phones and other portable recyclable items on the LOOSE!  If found, 

please bring to:  the box in the church Narthex.  Your reward?  A warm and fuzzy feeling in your heart for help-

ing your LWML raise much needed funds to host the 2019 LWML Convention in beautiful downtown Birming-

ham, AL.  Thank you for your support!  

Are your closets full of things you don’t need? Well, now is a great 
time to declutter! Our youth group is hosting a yard sale on Saturday, 
April 23rd to help fund our high school trip to the National Youth Gath-
ering in New Orleans this summer. Rent a table for $20 and sell all of 
those things you never use anymore. You can keep the money you 
make or donate it to the youth group if you wish. We will also sell 
bratwurst plates. Spread the word to your friends and neighbors, so 
they can rent a table, shop, or just come lunch! Look for a sign-up 
sheet in the entry area, or call the church office to reserve your table. 

YARD SALE 



Join us for coffee and a study of God’s Word. Opportunities are available Sunday 

mornings at 9:15 AM and Wednesdays at 11:00 AM.  

BIBLE AND BREW 
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY NEWS 

SAM’S  First Lunch and Learn  

40 people thoroughly enjoyed it. Thanks to all who attended and a special thanks to Dr. Gutman and the SAM 

team!  Our next Lunch and Learn will be on Tuesday, April 19th Pastor Jack Onka will present: Personal Safety 

Made Easy. As a retired police officer he has much to teach us about protecting our property and identity as well 

as protecting our self from scams and fraud.                                  

                                                                                                 

Silver Sneakers and Fourth Tuesday Fun Day included an extra fun workout and a very challenging game of 

Dominoes!  New question of the day: “How many sets of Domino’s rules are there?!” Each Fun Day that we have 

scheduled has been on days when there were threatening storms. We will NOT have Fun Day in March due to 

Holy Week. It will resume on April 26th.   

 

Silver Sneakers continues to meet each Tuesday 12:15 – 1 pm. We have been gifted with two talented instruc-

tors who offer us challenging, fun and safe workouts.   

 

Sam Team meets on Wednesday, March 9th after the 1pm Lenten Service. Have ideas and a desire to help form 

Senior Adult Ministry? Then come and join us! 

SAFE DRIVING FOR OLDER ADULTS SYMPOSIUM 

University of West Florida * 11000 University Parkway, Pensacola, Florida 32514 

Thursday, March 31, 2016 * Commons Conference Center, Building 22 * 9:00-1:00pm 

THIS EVENT IS FREE TO THE PUBLIC 

 

AGENDA 

9:00:   Welcome-Rodney Guttmann, Ph.D. 

9:15:   Steve Kass, Ph.D.: UWF Professor of Psychology 

            Age-Related Factors in Driving Performance 

 
10:00:   Gail M. Holley: Florida Dept. of Transportation 

  Safe Mobility for Life Program & Research Manager 

  Helping Florida’s Aging Population Achieve Safe Mobility for Life 

                                             

11:00:  Tonya Ellis: Escambia County Area Transit ECAT  

  Director of Marketing and Community Relations                    

                 Accessing Public Transportation  

 

12:00-1:00: Reception  

 

Seating is limited.  For more information & RSVP call the UWF Center 

on Aging: Marian Walker 850.474.3298 or Email: coa@uwf.edu              

mailto:coa@uwf.edu


KID’S PAGE 
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