




From the Pastor…. 

February 2016 
Pensacola, Florida 

THE PEN 

The scenes of Lent are familiar. The Upper Room, the Garden of Gethsemane, the halls of Pon-

tius Pilate, and the hill of Golgotha—these are the places we remember when we meditate on our 

Lord’s Passion. Yet when Jesus enters a place, He never leaves it as He found it. The most troubling 

places in our lives become the most amazing places of God’s grace when Jesus visits them. 

 

For this reason, in our midweek Lenten series, we will read and contemplate Luke’s account of 

our Lord’s Passion. Each week, we will read a different section of the story; and each week, Luke will 

take us to a different place, the places of the Passion. 

 

Our focus, however, will not be on these physical places. Instead, we will gaze in wonder on the 

spiritual work that our Lord does there. Jesus will share His strength in our times of weakness. He will 

fill us with His praise in the midst of our sorrow. Week after week, we will enter the places of the Pas-

sion only to discover our Lord . . . waiting for us . . . willing to share with us a love that was set in 

place before the foundations of the world. 

 

Plan to come to our Lenten services this year. Prepare to enter into these places of devotion, for 

there, your Lord will meet you, sharing with you His wondrous love that saves a fallen world. 

Sermon Titles and Texts 

Ash Wednesday: “A Place at the Table for You” (Luke 22:1–13) 

Midweek of Lent 1: “The Upper Room: A Place of Service” (Luke 22:14–38) 

Midweek of Lent 2: “Gethsemane: A Place of Strength” (Luke 22:39–46) 

Midweek of Lent 3: “The Betrayal: A Place of Eternal Love” (Luke 22:47–53) 

Midweek of Lent 4: “The Courtyard: A Place of Renewal” (Luke 22:54–62) 

Midweek of Lent 5: “The Trial: A Place of God’s Will” (Luke 22:63–23:25) 

Holy Thursday: “The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness” (Luke 22:7–23) 

Good Friday: “Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love” (Luke 23:44–49) 

Easter Vigil: “The Tomb: A Place of Life” (Luke 23:50–56) 

Easter: “The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering” (Luke 24:1–11) 

 

 
Pastor Robatzen 



John Steele, Karla Keesler, Barbara Morgan; Jackie Morris;  Marion Sherouse; Gabriel Olsen; 

Bonnie Ikert; John Knoll; Bill Yates; Holton Harders; Violet Littleton; Sandra Collier; Patti Popiel; 

Doris Fryer; Betty Stewart; Elaine Bretcher,  Richard (Hein’s brother-in-law); Stella Becker (Donna 

Morado’s mother); Megan Thompson (Swann’s granddaughter--chemotherapy breast cancer);  

Pat Darville (heart - Pam Hansen’s friend);  Sherry Davidson (cancer - Susan Hein’s friend);  Deb-

bie Smith (Raders’ niece) and David Miller (Elaine Welter’s brother) ..... Lord, in your mercy. 

Pete Fenger (USAF); Jerry Hermann (USN); Don Billings (USN); Grant Barsuhn (Coast Guard); Mike Bell 

(Army-Afghanistan); James Hixenbaugh (USAF); Jonathan Laney (USN); Nate Swift (USMC); Zachary Laney 

(USN); Meagan Mustain (USAF); Chaplain Richard (Ros) Schultz (Army Reserves); Ryan McLean (USAF); 

Andrew Baker (Coast Guard), and Dylan Welter (Coast Guard).  

February 7, 2016—The Transfiguration of our Lord 

 Deuteronomy 34:1-12, Hebrews 3:1-6, Luke 9:28-36 

February 10—Ash Wednesday 

 Joel 2:12-19, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10, Matt 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 14, 2016—First Sunday in Lent 

 Deuteronomy 26:1011, Romans 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13 

February 21,2016—Second Sunday in Lent 

 Jeremiah 26:8-15, Philippians 3:17-4:1, Luke 13: 31-35  

February 28, 2016—Third Sunday in Lent  

 Ezekiel 33:7-20, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, Luke 13:1-9 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

PRAYERS FOR OUR ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY: 
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LORD, IN YOUR MERCY... 

Join us for coffee and a study of God’s Word. Opportunities are available Sunday 

mornings at 9:15 AM and Wednesdays at 11:00 AM.  

JOIN THE RESURRECTION LUTHERAN WEEKLY EMAIL 

Stay up-to-date on all things happening around Lutheran Church of the Resurrection each week 

as well as receive the bulletins ahead of time. If you wish to be added to our email list, please 

contact the church office. 

BIBLE AND BREW 
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LANDS OF THE BIBLE SEMINAR 

Dr. Paul L. Maier will be presenting “Lands of the Bible” at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Fairhope, AL on Sat-

urday, February 20, 2016 from 9 a.m.-3:15 p.m. The seminar costs $12 for adults and $8 for children. Dr. Maier 

is published author of both scholarly and popular works. He is one our country’s leading authorities on the bibli-

cal world and a widely acclaimed author and speaker. His seminars add a fresh dimension to the Scriptures, 

illuminating them with important evidence from archaeology and secular history. This seminar deals with fresh 

information on Jesus from ancient sources beyond the Gospels. Registration deadline is February 13, 2016. To 

register, call 251-279-9164.  

COUNTING THE COST 

“Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be My dis-
ciple” (Luke 14:33), spoke Jesus to His listeners about the cost of fol-
lowing Him. He said we must hate our families and even our own lives 
if we want to be His disciples. He said that, unless we carry our crosses 
and follow Him, we cannot be His disciples (Luke 14:25-27). 
 
Jesus is one of those true leaders who commanded only what He Him-
self was willing to do. He gave up His family; He left the close fellow-
ship with His Father in Heaven to come to Earth. Here He had a family 
– brothers who ridiculed Him and “did not believe in Him” (John 7:5). 
Here He had fellowship with twelve disciples, one of whom betrayed 
Him (Luke 22:48) another who disowned Him (Luke 22:60-61), and the 
rest who fled in the face of danger. 
 
And He picked up His cross and carried it to Calvary so that those fami-
ly members and friends and we, too, might be forgiven for our sins of 
betrayal and denial and desertion. He carried the cross in our place, for 
it is we who deserve to die (Ezekiel 18:4). But, “you see, at just the right 
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungod-
ly” (Romans 5:6). 
 
What can we say to the reality of such great love? How can we count 
the cost of Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins? We obey His command to deny 
ourselves and get rid of all encumbrances, and we pick up our crosses 
and follow Him.  He does not place an unreasonable burden on us. He 
tells us that His yoke is easy and His burden is light (Matthew 11:30). 
Like those early disciples who, by God’s grace, were reinstated after their failures, we, too, are forgiven our sins 
and renewed in mind and spirit to witness for our Savior, rejoicing that we are counted worthy to suffer, if need 
be, for His Name (Acts 5:41). 
 
During this Lenten Season may God grant us repentant hearts and the strength to live in ways that give Him 
glory. 

MORTGAGE PAYMENT UPDATE 

On December 29, we sent in $1,197.34 to Southern District CEF to apply to the mortgage principal. Thank you 

for your contributions to the Mortgage Payment Fund. Our mortgage balance is now $476,631.29.  

 

Dave Henn, Treasurer 



SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what 

you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.” 

Hebrews 13:16 
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SAFE HARBOR:  Thanks to all who participated in collecting money for Safe Harbor through the Baby Bottles. 

This money is greatly appreciated and will go towards supporting women with crisis pregnancies. 

SHARE BOXES: Lent is a time of reflection. To share the gifts that God has given us, “Share” boxes will be availa-

ble on Sunday Feb 07, 2016 (Sunday before Ash Wednesday) and should be returned by April 03, 2016 (Sunday 

after Easter). This money will be used to support LCMS world relief projects through the new LCMS Mercy Ministry 

and LCMS Disaster Response. Support will also be provided to local charities. 

DESIGATED MISSIONS: In our yearly budget, Social Ministry Committee includes certain ministries that our 

church supports called “Designated Missions”. This month “United Ministries” will receive $100. 

 United Ministries: The mission of United Ministries is to provide assistance to families with dependent children 

who have emergency needs such as housing and utilities and to offer hope, encouragement and spiritual guid-

ance. 

 United Ministries was established in 1987. It is a community partnership of nearly 40 churches and individuals 

coordinating resources to help families in crisis in order to PREVENT homelessness. Their efforts are focused 

on helping families with rent/mortgage or utility assistance. Funds are allocated directly to landlords/mortgage 

companies or utility companies. Referral and counseling services are provided to all of their clients.   

 To contact United Ministries for emergency assistance, call 211. A trained volunteer counselor will screen cli-

ents over the telephone to determine their eligibility for services from their ministry. The volunteers also greet 

the clients, offering hospitality and love in a caring environment.  

CHECK OUT THE DISPLAY IN THE NARTHEX near the seating area where baskets are available to place pop 

tabs (for the Ronald McDonald House on Bayou Blvd. where families if seriously ill children at Sacred Heart Hospi-

tal are allowed to stay so they can be near their children,) Campbell Label’s for education (for Redeemer Lutheran 

School in Warrington) and used greeting cards (for St. Jude’s Ranch for Children & other special projects) there is 

no need to cut the fronts off. 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES for you to assist are: Donate your old used eyeglasses, or pennies for the needy. The 

Penny Jar is located directly by the Social Ministry display table in the Narthex. We appreciate your help. We are 

grateful for the outpouring of support we receive from the congregation, involving our many activities to assist the 

“least of these.” 

We will continue to provide ways that you can be involved and support the efforts to help God’s “least of these.” 

That is our main purpose. If you have any questions or concerns about our ministry, contact one of the committee 

members or Melanie Hampton (the committee chair). 

The next meeting will be February 3, 2016 at 1:30pm (please note time change for this month). Any-

one interested is invited to attend. 

God’s Blessings to all. 
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY NEWS 

Join us for the First Lunch and Learn Wednesday, February 3, 2016, at 12 

noon. Dr Rodney Gutman, Director of UWF’s Center on Aging will share The Top 

Ten Activities for Healthy Aging Mind, Body and Spirit 

$5 Lunch:  Chick Fil A - Grilled Chicken Cool Wrap® (340 Cal) and a Fruit Salad. 

 

Invite your friends and Register by January 31 for this event by calling 944-

3777 or via the signup sheet in the narthex. 

 

Silver Sneakers – Every Tuesday 12:15 – 1pm. $2.50 or a Silver 

Sneakers card.  
We have been blessed with two very capable exercise instructors: Lameka (Meka) Butler and LaDonna 

Spivey (recently featured in the latest Bella magazine.)  I have attended other Silver Sneakers classes and 

this is the BEST!  COME JOIN US!! 

 

Fourth Tuesday Fun Day!! Following Silver Sneakers at 1pm each 4th Tuesday join us for table 

games (bring one of your choice) and/or Adult coloring (bring pencils crayons, markers). 

 

Next SAM Team Meeting is Wednesday February 10 following the Ash Wednesday Service. New 

Team members are always welcome! 

FAVOR HOUSE 

During the month of February, the LWML ladies invite 
anyone wishing to donate items to FavorHouse of North-
west Florida. This domestic violence center serves Es-
cambia and Santa Rosa Counties for victims, their fami-
lies and those who are assisting them.  
 
Items needed are: paper towels, toilet tissue, socks for ladies and children, sock slippers with grippers on bot-
tom, detergent, feminine hygiene products (no tampons), toys, lap quilts, $10 gift cards from Walmart or mone-
tary donation for apples and oranges.   
 
A box for these items will be in the narthex.  Have questions? Contact Jackie Morris, 492-2006. 



THE ABC’S OF LOVE 
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Use this alphabetical list of love-in-action verbs as a reminder of the many ways to reflect Christ’s love: 

 

Accepts  Notices 

Behaves  Overlooks 

Comforts  Provides 

Defends  Quiets 

Empowers  Rejoices 

Forgives  Supports 

Grows   Tries 

Helps   Understands 

Invests   Volunteers 

Joins   Welcomes 

Kneels   eXpects 

Listens   Yields 

Mentors  adds Zest to life 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS: ASH 
On Ash Wednesday, as Lent begins, worshipers’ foreheads are often 

marked with ashes in the sign of the cross.  The ashes traditionally come 

from burning palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday.  In Old 

Testament days, ashes were a sign of mourning and repentance.  To-

day, some worshipers wipe off the ashes before leaving church, to sym-

bolize being cleansed from sin by Jesus’ death; others wear the ashes 

the rest of the day, carrying the cross of Christ into the world.  The 

speaking of Genesis 3:19 often accompanies the placement of ashes:  

“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

CAMP DIXIE CHICKEN DINNER FEBRUARY 14 

Bring your Family and Friends to enjoy Fellowship, Fun, and FANTASTIC Fried Chicken! Cost is $9 and dine-in 

and take out orders are available. For more information, please contact camp Dixie at 251-987-1201 or 

www.campdixieministries.org. Camp Dixie is located at 29711 Josephine Dr. in Elberta, AL.  

REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL GALA  

As Spring draws near, anticipation is growing for the 9th Annual Gala Dinner and Auction set for April 16, 2016, 

hosted by Redeemer Lutheran School. Those who attend “Blue Hawaii”, the 1961 Elvis classic, at the Mustin 

Beach Officers’ Club, will be treated to a delicious meal and an exciting auction. Since its inception, the Gala has 

raised funds for the installation of the sprinkler system in the elementary building, the purchase of bleachers and 

a sound system for the gymnasium, a bathroom renovation and, most recently, we spent $9,000 to purchase 

new lunch room tables. The funds from Gala continue to expand and enhance our facility. The success of this 

event supports the ongoing commitment to continually improve the environment and opportunities for our stu-

dents. Through your generous donations and sponsorships from individuals and businesses, we will continue to 

strive fro excellence in creating future leaders of tomorrow. Redeemer Lutheran School is grateful for your sup-

port.  

 

If you are interested in attending the gala, stop by the church office or email resurrection@resluth.gccoxmail.com 

for more information.  



KID’S PAGE 
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