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  Matthew 28:16-20 16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 
17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have command-

ed you. And Lo I am with you always, even to the very end of the age." 

 

One of my all-time favorite Scripture passages is Matt. 28:16-20, where we hear Jesus instructing His followers to 

leave where they are at and go up to Galilee, up on the mountain, and to wait for Him there.  And then when Jesus 

arrives, we read that some of them worship Him, while others doubt that this could “really’ be their teacher and their 

Master... 

 
As believers; followers of Jesus, the Christ, we only have three “absolutes” which are required of all Christians: (1) to 
Love God with all our heart, soul, and mind; (2) to Love our neighbor as ourselves; and (3) to Make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!        
God has commanded You & I to reveal the love of Jesus Christ to everyone. “To Go and Make disciples,” means to 
be Witnesses of Jesus’s love and mercy and to guide others into a relationship with our Savior.  
At the end of Matthew, just before Jesus ascends to the Father, His last words to his followers were not, "Go and 
find a comfortable church and enjoy catered-dish dinners." His last words were not, "Go and sing only the 
hymns that you like in worship.”  He also didn't say, "Try to do some good occasionally." Jesus said it plain and 
simple, "Go, and make disciples!"  In fact, roughly translated from the original language, it reads, “Go! And as you 
are going...make disciples of all nations....teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you…” 
That’s why it’s called the "Great Commission" and not the "Great Suggestion."  Unfortunately, too many churches 
today no longer even see it as a suggestion. For way too many churches, it has slowly become the Great Omission. 
It seems the Christian church has turned inward on itself over the last 30-40 years, and many have lost sight of its 
commission to make disciples.  Mainstream Christian denominations overall are not replenishing themselves with 
new generations of disciples. We aren’t very effective at reaching our younger generation. Yet, deep down we know 
there are people all around us who need the love, forgiveness, power, strength and comfort of God; in the Grace of 
Jesus, the Christ.  Can you give one good reason why you wouldn't want to share Christ’s invitation to His Grace, 
Mercy and Love? 
 
Let us pray. Dear Lord, give us new eyes and the vision to see those around us who need your love. Give to each of 
us new hearts that are sensitive to recognizing the hurting, the lost, and those who need to experience your love and 
forgiveness through me. Amen. 

 
Until Next Month, Grace, Mercy & Peace in Our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ! 
 

 To God Alone be The Glory, 
 Pastor Scott 

 
Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide. Sola Gratia, Sola Christus 

From the Pastor’s Study 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/matthew/28/


Pastor and Cheryl; Swede & Ingrid Severson; Dave Henn; Frank and Joann 

Grepke; Grace Wilson; Lori Pare’; Steve Rader; Phyllis Lewis; Sue Stallman; 

Pat Conley; David Payne; Dolores Ochsner; John Steele; Dan & Bonnie Ikert; 

Barbara Morgan; John Knoll; Holton Harders; Violet Littleton; Patti Popiel; 

Doris Fryer; Don Snyder; Michael Xifo (Leon and Debbie Mills’ son-in-law, 

throat cancer treatment and recovery from surgery); Pat Ethridge (Susan Dix-

on’s mother); Kathy Olewiler (colon cancer - Cristina Fenger’s mother); 

Madeline Folckomer (Cristina Fenger’s grandmother); Kim Fenger (Pete 

Fenger’s mother); Betty Stewart; Sherry Davidson (cancer - Susan Hein’s 

friend);  Debbie Smith (Raders’ niece); ..... Lord, in your mercy. 

Pete Fenger (USAF); Jerry Hermann (USN); Don Billings (USN); Grant Barsuhn (Coast 

Guard); Mike Bell (Army-Afghanistan); James Hixenbaugh (USAF); Jonathan Laney 

(USN) - deployed at present; Nate Swift (USMC); Meagan Mustain (USAF); Chaplain 

Richard (Ros) Schultz (Army Reserves); Ryan McLean (USAF); Andrew Baker (Coast 

Guard), and Dylan Welter (Coast Guard).  

August 6, 2017— Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Is. 55:1-5, Rom. 9:1-5, Matt. 14:13-21 

August 13, 2017—Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Job 38:4-18, Rom 10:5-17, Matt. 14:22-33 

August 20, 2017—Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 Is. 56:1, 6-8; Rom. 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32; Matt. 15:21-28 

August 27, 2017—Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Is. 51:1-6, Rom. 11:33-12:8, Matt. 16:13-20 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

PRAYERS FOR OUR ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY: 
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LORD, IN YOUR MERCY... 

BIBLE STUDY 

Join us for coffee and a study of God’s Word. Opportunities are 

available Sunday mornings at 10:15 AM and Wednesdays at 

11:00 AM.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Pastor Timothy Sowers 
 

  Calls and meetings in June    Calls and meeting in July 

 

  Home visits   3   Home visits    2 

  Hospital visits   26   Hospital visits    18 

  Shut-In visits   9   Shut-In visits     8 

  Activities/Meetings/Classes 22   Activities/Meetings/Classes 23 

  Counseling Hours  5   Counseling Hours   5 

         Funerals    2 

 

Funerals 

Donald “Don” Summers, 81 of Pensacola, FL passed away on Friday, July 7, 2017. Funeral services were 

held at Resurrection on July 12, 2017. Don was born in Rochester, PA. He was baptized and confirmed a 

Lutheran and a blessing to Redeemer and Resurrection Lutheran Church’s here in Pensacola.  We commend 

him to the Lord and pray our Lord’s comfort to Don’s wife Ott, and their family.  

 

Charles Ward Moore, 89 of Pensacola, FL passed away on Saturday, July 15, 2017, just days short of his 

90th birthday.  Funeral service was conducted by Rev. Scott Snyder and Rev. Timothy Sowers at Resurrec-

tion on July 19, 2017.  Charles was born in Marshall, Missouri, and had been a resident of Pensacola since 

1956.  He was a charter member of the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection.  Charles was retired from the 

U.S. Postal Service.  Please continue to pray for Lisa Payne, Stephen Moore 

and family.   

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

We had a great Vacation Bible School with over 20 children in attendance. 

Thank you to all the teachers and helpers who spent many, many hours prepar-

ing and then doing. Also, a special thank you to Susan Dixon for her excellent 

leadership and coordination. The music, activities, lessons, decorations, crafts 

and refreshments brought excitement and enthusiasm each night as children 

heard about the love of Jesus. This was one of the best Vacation Bible Schools 

I have experienced.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars for New Member Sunday and Rally Day Sunday 

August 27, 2017 is designated as our New Member Sunday and Sunday School Rally Day.  We 

have several Adults who were taking instruction class with Pastor Robatzen. We also have several 

adults who would like to begin adult instruction AND we have several adults who would like to 

transfer their membership to Resurrection. Additionally, Sunday School will start again this fall. 

Please mark your calendars, and plan to be in church that Sunday. Let’s make Rally Day a won-

derful event for our new members and children. 

(See page 7 for more exciting details about Rally Day!)  

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study consists of Adults and Children. Our multigenerational Bible 

Study will focus on the followings Bible Stories:  

 

  David and Goliath 

  Solomon Builds the Temple 

  Joseph Cares for Jacob 

  Abraham Rescues Lot 

  Isaac and Rebecca 

  Achan’s Sin 

  David and Jonathan 
 

 

 

“For as much as you did it unto the very least of these my brethren, you 
did it unto me” (Matt 25:40). Our actions make a difference. Choose to 
be a blessing.  

 

Grace and Peace,  

        Pastor Timothy Sowers 
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Mark your calendar for Rally Day August 27th because it 
will be an exciting day in the life of our church! Traditional-
ly, Rally Day has kicked off the new Sunday School year 
for the children, but this year, we're kicking off ALL of our 
ministries at church! We will have a special service, a pot-
luck breakfast during     the Sunday School our, and tables 
set up in the entry area with information about all of the 
activities and ministries going on at church. You can walk around and browse 
and then sign up for any to which you feel called. Chances are, you'll learn some-
thing new and find out about something great that you never realized was hap-
pening in our congregation!  

We hope you'll come worship with us, bring your favorite breakfast item and join 
us in fellowship during the potluck, and find new and exciting ways to be involved 
here at Resurrection. Please sign up for the potluck if you plan to attend, so Sun-
day School will know how much juice to provide. We'd love to see you all there!  

Pumpkins & Praise 

 Our annual Pumpkins & Praise is coming up on October 7th, and now is the time 
to plan and organize! We've lined up some of our favorite people and groups, 
such as the Sheriff's Department Mounted Unit and K9 Unit, Fire Department,     
Reptile Guy, Balloon Guy, and Magic Man. There's still plenty of work to be done, 
though, and we need your help! If you'd like to be involved but not be on the 
planning team, sign up sheets to volunteer for a shift and sponsor envelopes to 
offset the costs of the event will be out in the very near future. We can always 
use donations of gently used stuffed animals for our spin wheel as well. Pump-
kins & Praise has gotten bigger and better every year because of the support of     
our entire congregation. It is such a wonderful opportunity to reach out and share 
God's love with our community, and we look forward to another amazing day of 
connecting with our neighbors!  



SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

Page 4 July/August 2016 

Pensacola, Florida 
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The Camp Dixie schedule for the rest of 2017 is as follows: 

  

September 10, 2017 

 October 8, 2017 

 November 12, 2017 

 

Bring your family and friends and enjoy fellowship while having some FANTASTIC fried chicken! 

Dine-in and take out orders are available. Dinners are served from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. and all pro-

ceeds benefit the ministry of Camp Dixie Outdoor Ministry. Camp Dixie is located at 29711 Jose-

phine Dr. Elberta, AL 36530.  

CAMP DIXIE 

Social Ministry’s Designated Missions this summer were: 

July  Lutheran Braille Workers ($100) 

August Manna Food Bank ($100)    

 

Check Out the Display in the Narthex: There are areas available to place pop 

tabs (for Ronald McDonald House on Bayou Blvd., where families of seriously ill chil-

dren at Sacred Heart Hospital are allowed to stay so they can be near their chil-

dren.) Campbell Labels for education (for Redeemer Lutheran School in Warring-

ton.) The Penny Jar is used to help those who come to us in need. If you want to get 

some of that excess change out of your pocket or purse, this is a great way to help 

those in need! 

 

We are grateful for the outpouring of support we receive from the congrega-

tion involving our many activities to assist the “least of these.” 

Our next meeting will be September 6, 2017. If you need assistance please let us 

know how we may help. 

SUNSHINE SHEPHERDS 
 

Sunshine Shepherds will resume meeting with a Gumbo luncheon on September 

15th at 12 pm!  Bring a side to share, and join us!  A sign-up sheet will be placed in 

the entry area in the near future.  



Page 9 THE PEN 

SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) Notes and News by Joann Grepke 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendar for the next Lunch and Learn!  

Tuesday, September 26, at noon. 

Passing on Our Faith by Sharing Our Stories 
“The best classroom in the world is at the feet of a senior adult.”                                                                                                     

Andy Rooney 

Look for more information in the September newsletter and in Bulletins 

************************************************************************* 

Something to think and pray about: 

How can we more effectively fulfill our congregation’s mission statement????? 
 
Our Mission statement: To be a growing, multi-generational church that strengths the spiritual lives of 

the congregation to bring Christ to the Community. 

What does multi-generational mean?  Peter Menconi, author of The Intergenerational Church describes 

it this way:    

 

A multigenerational church has several generations attending but few meaningful, growing rela-

tionships between the different age groups. 

To be a growing congregation we can begin to focus on becoming an “Intergenerational” church, 

especially as we prepare to serve our community through VPK.  Menconi describes an intergener-

ational church as a church where many healthy relationships between different age groups leads 

to effective ministry. “Effective intergenerational ministry allows all age groups to feel at home as 

they participate in the life of the church.” As the family of God, “We are better together.” 

 

I grew up on Detroit’s Westside in a Lutheran church about the size of Resurrection. Each member was 

like a family member. We worshipped together, we studied God’s Word together, we prayed together, we 

played together, and we reached out to our community together.  My parent’s peers and the older mem-

bers of the congregation were my mentors. In the past 20-30 years, however, different age groups, or 

generations, have become more and more segregated from one another within congregations. 

According to studies of what millennials are seeking in a church, they want to be a part of a community of 

believers where they can be mentored and can participate alongside of people of all ages in meaningful 

ways to serve outside the church building. 

 

I am thankful that in the last year with the prayer partner opportunities with our Sunday School children, 
the recent intergenerational Sunday school and children joining the Quilters at times, we are moving 
more and more towards intergenerational ministry.  Let’s all seek to more effectively connect and support 
all age groups in the family we call Resurrection Lutheran. WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER!! 



Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 
 
A few years ago there was a television program called “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” that was a great 
success.  People watching at home could participate as they attempted to answer the questions put to 
contestants who used lifelines to win money, even as much as a million dollars. 
 
Money gets people’s attention.  Unfortunately, our attraction to and interest in money makes it one of the 
most powerful forces in our lives.  We live in a consumeristic and materialistic world which has lost its 
moorings.  Money has become the solution to every problem.  To fix what is wrong, our culture simply 
says, “Throw money at it.”   
 
As God’s people, how important is money to us?  How important is it to us to be millionaires?  The high 
esteem in which our society holds money is in contrast to Jesus’ view of money and things.  Money was 
important in Jesus’ time, but Jesus called a wealthy farmer a “Rich Fool” because he hoarded it for him-
self.  He didn’t see his wealth or his ability to gain riches as God’s gift.  Jesus said, “Take care, and be on 
your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his posses-
sions” (Luke 12:15).  The Rich Fool died suddenly, leaving behind all he’d labored over and worshipped.  
Jesus concluded the Parable of the Rich Fool by saying, “So is the one who lays up treasure for himself 
and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:21). 
 
What does the phrase “rich toward God” mean?  It means that Jesus has first place among our priorities 
and that we serve and honor Him only.  It means that, although we have money and use money, we 
don’t love money or worry about it.  It means that we “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things will be added to [us]” (Matthew 6:33). 
 
If God chooses to give us a million dollars, He will also grant us the strength, wisdom, and ability to use it 
to His glory, and that’s His final answer. 

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE 

To know God’s will is life’s greatest 
treasure; to do God’s will is life’s  
greatest pleasure. 

 
“Take My instruction instead of silver, and  

knowledge rather than choice gold, for wisdom 

 is better than jewels…” (Proverbs 8:10-11).  
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Our Mission Statement: To be a growing, multi-generational, Christ-centered church that 
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