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   Matthew 28:16-20 16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came 
to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And Lo I am with you 
always, even to the very end of the age." 

 Our Gospel text for this next Sunday, is one of my all-time favorites...where we hear Jesus in-
structing His followers to leave and go up to Galilee, up on the mountain, and to wait for Him there. 

And then when Jesus arrives, we read that some of them worship Him, while others doubt that this 
could “really’ be their teacher, their Master... 

As believers, followers of Jesus, the Christ, we only have three “absolutes” which are required of all 
Christians: 1. Love God with all our heart, soul, and mind; 2.  Love our neighbor as our-
selves; and 3. Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit!        

God has commanded us to reveal the love of Jesus Christ - to everyone. To Go and Make disci-
ples means to be Witnesses of Jesus’ love and mercy and guide others into a relationship with our 
Savior.  

At the end of Matthew before Jesus ascends to the Father, His last words to his followers were not, 
"Go and find a comfortable church, and enjoy catered, dish dinners." His last words were not, 
"Go and sing only the hymns that you like in worship. He also didn't say, "Try to do some 
good, occasionally." Jesus said it plain and simple, "Go, and make disciples!"  In fact, translat-
ed from the original language, it reads; “Go! and as you are going... make disciples of all na-
tions.... teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you…” 

That’s why it’s called the "Great Commission," and not the "Great Suggestion." Unfortunately, too 
many churches today no longer even see it as a suggestion. For way too many, it has slowly be-
come the Great Omission. 

The Christian church has turned inward over the last 30-40 years, and many have lost sight of its 
mission to make disciples. Mainstream Christian denominations overall are not replenishing them-
selves with new generations of disciples. We aren’t very effective at reaching our younger genera-
tion. Yet, deep down we know there are people all around us who need the love, forgiveness, pow-
er, strength, and comfort of God; in the Grace of Jesus, the Christ. Can you give one good reason 
why you wouldn't want to share it? 

Let us pray. Dear Lord, give us new eyes and the vision to see those around us who need your 
love. Give to each of us new hearts, sensitive to recognizing the hurting and those who need to 
experience your love and forgiveness through me. Amen. 

 Until Next Month, Peace in Our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ! 

 To God Be The Glory, 

Pastor Scott 

Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, Sola Scriptura, Sola Christus 

From The Interim Pastor, Rev. Scott Snyder 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/matthew/28/


Pastor and Cheryl; Swede Severson; Darlene Kelly; Don Summers; Grace 

Wilson; Lori Pare’; Steve Rader; Sue Stallman; Charles Moore; Pat Conley; 

Ingrid Severson; David Payne; Dolores Ochsner; John Steele; Dan & Bonnie 

Ikert; Barbara Morgan; John Knoll; Holton Harders; Violet Littleton; Patti 

Popiel; Doris Fryer; Michael Xifo (Leon and Debbie Mills’ son-in-law, throat 

cancer treatment and recovery from surgery); Pat Ethridge (Susan Dixon’s 

mother); Carol Lamb (breast cancer-Joann Grepke’s sister); Kathy Olewiler 

(colon cancer - Cristina Fenger’s mother); Madeline Folckomer (Cristina 

Fenger’s grandmother); Betty Stewart; Sherry Davidson (cancer - Susan 

Hein’s friend);  Debbie Smith (Raders’ niece); ..... Lord, in your mercy. 

Pete Fenger (USAF); Jerry Hermann (USN); Don Billings (USN); Grant Barsuhn (Coast 

Guard); Mike Bell (Army-Afghanistan); James Hixenbaugh (USAF); Jonathan Laney 

(USN) - deployed at present; Nate Swift (USMC); Meagan Mustain (USAF); Chaplain 

Richard (Ros) Schultz (Army Reserves); Ryan McLean (USAF); Andrew Baker (Coast 

Guard), and Dylan Welter (Coast Guard).  

June 4, 2017—Day of Pentecost 

 Num. 11:24-30; Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39 

June 11, 2017—The Holy Trinity 

 Gen. 1:1-2:4a; Acts 2:14a, 22-36; Matt. 28:16-20 

June 18, 2017—Second Sunday after Pentecost 

 Ex. 19:2-8; Rom. 5:6-15; Matt. 9:35-10:8(9-20) 

June 25, 2017—Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 Jer. 20:7-13; Rom. 6:12-23; Matt. 10:5a, 21-33 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

PRAYERS FOR OUR ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY: 
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LORD, IN YOUR MERCY... 

BIBLE STUDY 

Join us for coffee and a study of God’s Word. Opportunities are 

available Sunday mornings at 10:15 AM and Wednesdays at 

11:00 AM.  
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VPK Update!! 
The VPK Team would like to thank everyone for their support.  It has been quite an adventure but we 

are excited to take big steps towards accomplishing our goals.  We praise and thank God for this! We 

still have our sights set on expanding into a school built on our property, but for now we expect to 

open a VPK class this Fall, in line with Escambia District Schools. We have hired a consulting firm to 

hire a director, complete enrollment packets, provide training for our staff, and create our website and 

Facebook page.  The consultant, Shelta, is now in the process of looking for a director. We are cur-

rently going through the licensing process, and renovations are done, making two of our Sunday 

School rooms one big room suitable for VPK. We will begin to purchase equipment, furniture and cur-

riculum.  Please let us know if you see sales or yard sales or know of anyone that may have items to 

donate. Again, we want to thank everyone for their prayers, support and patience during this mission. 

Sincerely, Your Early Childhood Education Team 

WE’D LIKE YOUR INPUT!! 
The Portals of Prayer books come in 3 sizes.  Currently we only have 

the smaller size, which we get at a lower cost of $1.08 per copy.  There 

is also a digest size (6x9 in) with larger print as well as a large print size 

(12x9) available.  If you have trouble reading the smaller-size Portals of 

Prayer and would like one of the larger copies, please let us know on 

the sheet in the entryway.  Examples of sizes will be available to look at 

there as well.  You can also call the church office at 944-3777 and leave 

a message with your  

preference. 

We have already received the copies for July-Sept 2017, so this would 

start with the October 2017 issue. 

 

 

Spirit of Southern 

Beginning with the September/October issue of Spirit of Southern, readers will not 

automatically receive the printed magazines.  In good stewardship, they can no 

longer afford to mail the quantity of magazines they have for so many years.  Some 

readers prefer reading on digital format, but other readers prefer the print format.  

For this reason, both options will be available, but a $5.00 annual subscription will 

be required of anyone who whishes to receive a printed copy, except emeritus 

church workers, whose subscriptions are complimentary. 

 

Please check the current mailing list located on the table in the entry area, and if 

your name is on there and you’d like to continue receiving the print copy, please let 

Karla in the office know or make a note next to your name on the list.  The digital 

version is available at no cost at http://southernlcms.org/connect/spirit-of-southern/.  
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Meet Our Interim Pastors! 

Chaplain Timothy E. Sowers, born 1958, is a native of Atchison, Kansas, where he attend-

ed both elementary and high school.  He later graduated from Concordia College in St. 

Paul, Minnesota and entered the Seminary at Concordia in St. Louis, Missouri.  He was 

ordained in the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, 1985.  He served as a Parish Pastor in 

Olmsted, Illinois (1985 – 1987), and in Milton Florida (1988-1991).  Additionally, he com-

pleted five units of Clinical Pastoral Education as a Chaplain Resident in Birmingham, Ala-

bama (1987-1988).  Pastor Sowers was commissioned a Chaplain First Lieutenant in the 

United States Army 1991.  He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2013 after 22 years of ac-

tive duty. Most recently he has served in parish ministry at Panama City Beach, Florida 

and currently as a part time hospice Chaplain for Emerald Coast Hospice.       

 

While serving as Chaplain, he deployed to Afghanistan (2009-2010) and twice to Iraq 

(2005-2006 & 2007-2008).  Additionally, he provided pastor care to Infantry, Artillery, Sig-

nal, and numerous support units in Germany and Korea as well as installations in the Unit-

ed States, including Fort Benning, Fort Stewart, Fort Hood and Fort Polk.  

 

Pastor Sowers holds a Masters of Divinity Degree from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 

Missouri; Masters in Human Relations from the University of Oklahoma, Norman Oklaho-

ma; Masters in Counseling Psychology, Tarleton State University, Stephenville, Texas; 

and Bachelors in Liberal Arts from Concordia University, St. Paul, Minnesota.  His military 

education includes a Military Science from the Command and General Staff College, Fort 

Leavenworth, Kansas. He is currently enrolled in the Doctor of Education Program at the 

University of West Florida, Pensacola Florida.       

 

Pastor Sowers is married to the former Kim Schwarz of Torrance, California since 1978.  

Kim is a Physical Education Teacher at Rhodes Elementary School. Their daughter, son-

in-law and granddaughter live in Atlanta, GA.  

Chaplain Timothy E. Sowers 



Page 7 THE PEN 

 

Pastor Scott, a native of Pensacola, Florida began his theological career after a long, 

arduous and futile race of evading God’s direction and wishes for his life. 

After in-depth discussions with his Senior Pastor, Rev. Steven Linck (LMTI-Mentor); 

Scott finally gave up the good fight and surrendered his will; into God’s plan and began his 

studies in the Lay Ministry Training Institute of the Southern District (2003 - 2005); but God 

still had more surprises planned for Scott and Cheryl.  

After being introduced to the foreign mission field by Rev. William “Bill” Wise, (Grace 

Destin) and multiple trips abroad to the Slovak Republic, Pastor Scott entered the DELTO 

program offered through Concordia Seminary Saint Louis. Graduating from an intense 4 

years of theological studies, all while working full time, managing church obligations and 

family; Scott was ordained on July 12, 2009 at Grace Lutheran Church Pensacola, Florida. 

Scott served Grace until just recently, when he retired due to health issues.  

After a very brief retirement, as he will never truly retire from God’s army, Scott was 

asked, and graciously accepted to serve as one of the Interim Pastors at Lutheran Church of 

the Resurrection, while we await the return of our full-time Shepherd Pastor David Robatzen. 

Scott has been blessed with a love and desire of serving the elderly and homebound 

since a very young age, and he loves making visits to the homebound, hospital visitations, 

and hospice care ministry. 

Pastor Scott was born in Pensacola, Florida on September 20, 1958. 

He is the son of Donald Robert Snyder, Jr. and Carolyn Arlene Snyder (deceased). He 

has one brother, Donald Robert Snyder III and one sister, Susan Lorraine Snyder Patterson.  

Scott met the love of his life in third grade at Redeemer Lutheran School in 1966, and 

on December 17, 1977, they were married at Redeemer Lutheran Church (by Pastor Robert 

Rupp) and will celebrate their 40
th
 anniversary this December. 

God entrusted Scott and Cheryl to be the parents of two children, Melissa Lynn 

Snyder, Pensacola, FL and Jarred Scott Snyder, Ft. Walton Beach, FL. 

Scott worked 39 + years for the Federal Government at NAS Pensacola in Superviso-

ry / Managerial positions, and served both locally and abroad as a Contracts - Programs 

Manager / Inspector at numerous military instillations across Spain, Sicily, Italy, Greece, 

Crete, and Bahrain; and in many other positions during his secular career. He believes in a 

strong presence in the community and has served as a volunteer fireman and as a Scout 

Master Cub - Scout Leader in the Pensacola area. 

Scott and Cheryl currently reside in Pensacola, FL. 

Rev. Wm. Scott Snyder, Pastor (Ret.) 



SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 
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The next Camp Dixie dinner is June 11, 2017. Bring your family and friends and enjoy fellowship 

while having some FANTASTIC fried chicken! Dine-in and take out orders are available. Dinners 

are served from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. and all proceeds benefit the ministry of Camp Dixie Outdoor 

Ministry. Camp Dixie is located at 29711 Josephine Dr. Elberta, AL 36530.  

CAMP DIXIE 

Designated Mission for June: In our yearly budget, Social Ministry Committee in-

cludes certain ministries that our church supports called “Designated Missions”. This 

month is Camp Happy Sands. Camp Happy Sands is a Christian summer camp for 

children of low income families. Originally started in 1967 and completely rebuilt af-

ter Hurricane Ivan, the camp is located on the sound side of Johnson’s beach at 

Perdido Key. This Sands on Wednesday June 7, 2017. 

 

Share Boxes: Over $360 was donated and the proceeds will be divided between 

LCMS World Relief and Loaves and Fishes locally. Thank you to all who donated to 

these worthy causes. 

 

Father’s Day Breakfast: Social Ministry will be hosting a Father’s Day breakfast af-

ter Sunday service on June 18, 2017. All are invited to join us for breakfast and fel-

lowship. 

 

Check Out the Display in the Narthex: There are areas available to place pop tabs 

(for Ronald McDonald House on Bayou Blvd. where families of seriously ill children 

at Sacred Heart Hospital are allowed to stay so they can be near their children. 

Campbell Labels for education (for Redeemer Lutheran School in Warrington. The 

Penny Jar is used to help those who come to use in need. If you want to get some of 

that excess change out of your pocket or purse, this is a great way to help those in 

need. 

 

We are grateful for the outpouring of support we receive from the congrega-

tion, involving our many activities to assist the “least of these”. 

Our next meeting will be September 6, 2017. If you need assistance please let us 

know how we may help. 

Respectfully, Melanie Hampton (Chair) 
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY NOTES AND NEWS 

Sunshine Shepherd's will meet on Friday, June 16th at 12 noon at the Seafood 
Platter Restaurant (2250 W 9 Mile Rd, Pensacola, FL 32534). Please sign up 
by Wednesday, June 14th if you plan to attend. Any questions?  Contact Joann 
Grepke 497-6993.  

Stewardship will meet June 14th at 5:30 pm before BLL. 

Friends in Christ will meet Wednesday, June 14th at 12 noon, just following the  

Bible Study.   

 

Senior Adult Ministry will meet June 21st at Noon. 

L.I.F.E (Low Impact Fitness for Everyone) will not meet this summer.  

Classes will resume in August. 

Cheryl arrived at Brooks Rehab Hospital on June 1
st
.  Pastor’s sister was with 

him when he arrived. Rehab Dr. has indicated that they have treated others that 
had cryptococcal meningitis with brain injury before, and those patients are fine. 
Speech gave him an ice chip and he chewed and swallowed it. On Tuesday, he 
began having 3 hours of therapy each day. On June 2

nd
 pastor was awake all 

day with a 30-minute nap, and he had a great day in Physical and Occupational 
therapy. Cheryl is pleased with the therapy team. 

He had an oncology consult with a Dr. who is knowledgeable about neuroendo-
crine tumors. She said the tumor is so low grade and is almost benign, and she 
doesn’t want to add any new medicines for concerns about side effects which 
might interfere with rehab. Cheryl asked about Video-assisted thoracoscopic sur-
gery. The oncologist said this would be an option when he’s a bit more stable. 
Staff have also started the process to remove his trach. 

Pastor Robatzen’s birthday was June 4th.  When Frank Grepke asked Cheryl 

about mail, she suggested that we send all mail to their home address. 

UPDATE ON PASTOR ~ JUNE 4, 2017 



 

VBS 
 

Our Mighty Fortress VBS program is coming up June 19th-23rd from 5:30-8:00 pm. 

At Mighty Fortress, children will learn about Jesus as our Savior who conquers our 

fears and delivers us and that in Him, the victory is won! How exciting it is to be 

able to share this Good News with children at church and in our community! 

A light supper will be served each evening at 5:00 pm to our children and volun-

teers, which means that we are purchasing a substantial amount of food for the 

week. If you would like to contribute, there is a food donation sign-up sheet in the 

entry area. Simply put your name beside the item(s) you'd like to donate and bring 

it to church by Sunday, June 18th.  

 

You can still register a child online at https://vbsmate.com/events/resluth/8925 or by 

filling out a paper form in the entry area at church. We encourage you to pre-

register (instead of waiting until the first day of VBS), so we will have a better idea 

of how many children will be there and will have enough food and supplies for sup-

plies. 

 

Our set-up day will be Saturday, June 17th at 10:00 am. Everyone is welcome to 

come and join us as we transform at church into a castle! 

We are so thankful for how generously our congregation has already supported our 

program - through prayers, volunteering to help during VBS week, donating food 

and money, and registering children. We could not make this happen without you! 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6305 N. Blue Angel Parkway Return Service Requested 

Pensacola, FL 32526       

 
www.resluthpns.com 

     

Looking for a church? 

You’re welcome here. 
  «Titles» «First Name» «Last Name» 

«Address» 

«City», «State» «Zipcode»   
 

 

Our Mission Statement: To be a growing, multi-generational, Christ-centered church that 

strengthens the spiritual lives of the congregation to bring Christ to the community. 
 

Connecting hearts and lives to Jesus Christ. 

Nonprofit Organization 
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