


Sunday, June 25, 2023, 9:00am

Third Sunday after Pentecost


Top 10 Biblical Villains…Haman


   What goes around comes around!  

   Haman conspired a plot to wipe out an entire nation, simply because Mordecai 
the Jew refused to bow to him.  

   However, Queen Esther foiled his evil plan and Haman ended up on the gallows 
he’d designed for Mordecai. 


Prelude


#685, Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us 
    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 
    Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
    I shall follow where You guide.


 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 

    And with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; 
    Where He is, there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, 
    We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy 
Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 
    Help me there Your joy to know.


 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

    Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, 
    Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
    That would lead us into sin; 



    And the grave that shuts us in 
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
    Jesus, here with You I die, 
    There to live with You on high.


 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

    He has risen from the dead 
That to life we may awaken. 
    Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 
    Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, 
Living there with You forever. 
    Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me.


Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748


P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

   C: Amen.


P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

   C: who made heaven and earth.

P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

   C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

 

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and each other 
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 
from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Jesus, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

   C: Almighty God, have mercy upon me, forgive me my sins, and lead me to 
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly 
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, 
enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

   C: Amen.
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Congregation Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.




 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS	 
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Congregation

	 

1 To God on high be glory

    And peace to all the earth;

    Goodwill from God in heaven

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

    We praise and bless You, Father;

    Your holy name, we sing—

    Our thanks for Your great glory,

    Lord God, our heav’nly King.

 

2 To You, O sole-begotten,

    The Father’s Son, we pray;

    O Lamb of God, our Savior,

    You take our sins away.

    Have mercy on us, Jesus;

    Receive our heartfelt cry,

    Where You in pow’r are seated

    At God’s right hand on high—

 

3 For You alone are holy;

    You only are the Lord.

    Forever and forever,

    Be worshiped and adored;

    You with the Holy Spirit

    Alone are Lord Most High,

    In God the Father’s glory.

    “Amen!” our glad reply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

 


P: The Lord be with you.

   C: And also with you.

P: Together, we pray,

   C: O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware 
of Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.


Children’s Time


Esther 3:8–15




   Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered abroad 
and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws 
are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the king’s laws, 
so that it is not to the king’s profit to tolerate them. If it please the king, let it be 
decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the hands 
of those who have charge of the king’s business, that they may put it into the king’s 
treasuries.” So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the 
Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. And the king said to 
Haman, “The money is given to you, the people also, to do with them as it seems 
good to you.” Then the king’s scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the 
first month, and an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was written to 
the king’s satraps and to the governors over all the provinces and to the officials of 
all the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people in its own 
language. It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king’s 
signet ring. Letters were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with instruction 
to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in 
one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to 
plunder their goods. A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in every 
province by proclamation to all the peoples to be ready for that day. The couriers 
went out hurriedly by order of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the 
citadel. And the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was thrown 
into confusion.

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

   C: Thanks be to God.


Romans 6:12–23

   Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 
Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your 
members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion 
over you, since you are not under law but under grace. What then? Are we to sin 
because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that 
if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have 
become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were 
committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. 
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 



lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness leading to sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free 
in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the 
things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now 
that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you 
get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

   C: Thanks be to God.


Congregation  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Congregation  These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God.

 Congregation  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.


P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th chapter.

   C: Glory to You, O Lord.

    These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them...“Brother will deliver brother over 
to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death, and you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But the one 
who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to 
the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of 
Israel before the Son of Man comes. “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a 
servant above his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the 
servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 
much more will they malign those of his household. “So have no fear of them, for 
nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What 
I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the 
housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather 
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for 
a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But 
even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more 
value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I also 
will acknowledge before My Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies Me 
before men, I also will deny before My Father who is in heaven.”

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

   C: Praise to You, O Christ.




P: Together, we profess our faith,

   C: APOSTLES’ CREED


#718, Jesus, Lead Thou On

1 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won; 
    And although the way be cheerless, 
    We will follow calm and fearless. 
Guide us by Thy hand 
To our fatherland.


 

2 If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near, 
    Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 
    Let not faith and hope forsake us; 
For through many_a woe 
To our home we go.


 

3 When we seek relief 

From a long-felt grief, 
    When temptations come alluring, 
    Make us patient and enduring. 
Show us that bright shore 
Where we weep no more.


 

4 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won. 
    Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 
    Still support, console, protect us, 
Till we safely stand 
In our fatherland.


Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain


The Sermon	 	 Haman


The Gathering of our Gifts and Tithes


The Prayers of His Children

P: Lord, in Your mercy.   C: Hear our prayer.

P:…as He has taught us too pray,

   C: LORD’S PRAYER


God’s Benediction




#924, Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 

    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, 
    Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us; O refresh us, 
Trav’ling through this wilderness.


 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 

    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Your salvation 
    In our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To Your truth may we be found.


 

3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 

    From our struggling pilgrim way, 
Let not fear of death appall us, 
    Glad Your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
Reign with You in endless day.


Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Text: Public domain

 


Announcements


Postlude



