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 Ever since Pilate worried that someone would steal the body of the crucified Jesus and claim that He had risen from the dead, many have doubted and called the resurrection a lie. 
   But Jesus is risen from the dead and we boldly testify to that fact. 
   The resurrection is the fact of God’s love. He really is risen! Alleluia!
 
 
P: We gather to celebrate the most significant event in the history of the world, the fulfillment of God’s promise to us from the beginning, the undoing of the curse of death, and the defeat of the cause of death, sin, the resurrection of Jesus from death.  He didn’t die for Himself, He died our death.  After three days in a cold tomb of death, He arose bodily and to this day lives and rules the universe. The fact of His resurrection is a celebration of faith. This victory is assured to all who believe. Though we still sin, and though we die, by faith in Jesus, sin is forgiven and taken away, and death becomes but the gate to our own resurrection to eternal life.
 
P: Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory?
   C: O death, where is your sting?
P: The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law,
   C: but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
 
P: Therefore, my brothers and sisters, let us confess our sins to God our Father.
   C: I confess to You, most merciful God, that I have sinned against You in my thoughts, words and deeds, those that I have done, as well as the good I have failed to do. It’s my own sin that condemns me. In Your mercy and according to Your promise, forgive me my sin, create a new heart in me, restore to me the joy of Your salvation for the sake of Jesus Christ, my Lord and my God, Amen.
P: Upon this, your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the command of Jesus I forgive you all your sins the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
   C: Amen.
 
…Please Rise…
 
 
 
#457, Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
1  Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
 
3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
	
4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1–3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707–88
Text: Public domain
 
P: The Lord be with you.
   C: And also with you.
 
P: Together, we pray,
   C: Almighty God, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.
 
Children’s Time and Song
 
Acts 10:34–43
   Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ, He is Lord of all, you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. And we are witnesses of all that He did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put Him to death by hanging Him on a tree, but God raised Him on the third day and made Him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. And He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.”
 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord
   C: Thanks be to God.
 
Praise Song		The Middle Cross
 
Colossians 3:1–4	
   If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord
   C: Thanks be to God.
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
   C: Glory to You, O Lord.
 
   Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, as He said. Come, see the place where He lay. Then go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead, and behold, He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him. See, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell His disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell My brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.”
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
   C: Praise to You, O Christ.
 
#461, Verses 1-4, I Know That My Redeemer Lives
 
461 I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES
1 I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head.
 
2 He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save;
He lives all-glorious in the sky;  He lives exalted there on high.
 
3 He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to plead for me above;
He lives my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need.
 
4 He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with His eye;
He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.
 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr.
Text: Public domain
 
 
 
The Sermon		Is There Hope?!
 
 
#461, Verses 5-8, I Know That My Redeemer Lives
5 He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart.
 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there.
 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives! I know that my Redeemer lives!
 
 
The Gathering of our Gifts and Tithes
Praise Song		The Middle Cross
 
The Prayers of His Children
P: Lord, in Your mercy      C: hear our prayer.
 
P: The Lord be with you.
   C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
   C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
   C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, Holy Lord, Almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, the very Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying,	
   C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
 
 
 
The Words of our Lord
 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
   C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
 
P: Jesus, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray,
   C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever, Amen.
 
The Distribution of Holy Communion
   This morning we will receive Communion via Continuous Communion.  The usher will invite you to proceed up the middle aisle to receive Communion, and, after doing so, please return by the side aisle.
 
Communion Praise Song		The Middle Cross
 
#475, Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing
 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph of our King!
To all the world glad news we bring:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
 
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; Bring flow’rs of song to strew His way;
Let all the world rejoice and say: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
 
3 Praise we in songs of victory That love, that life which cannot die,
And sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
 
4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord, And sing today with one accord
The life laid down, the life restored: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872–1955, alt.
Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748
 
#463, Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia
1 Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia!
 
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
 
3 Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!
When contending death and life, Alleluia! Met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia!
 
4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, alt.
Text: Public domain
 
#465, Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
465 NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS
1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds In praise of love that still abounds:
    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here: “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
 
2 Eternal is the gift He brings, Therefore our heart with rapture sings:
    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Now still He comes to give us life
And by His presence stills all strife. Christ has triumphed! He is living!
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
 
3 O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; Set heart and will on things above
    That we conquer through Your triumph; Grant grace sufficient for life’s day
That by our lives we truly say:  “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
	
4 Adoring praises now we bring And with the heav’nly blessèd sing:
    “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” Be to the Father and our Lord,
To Spirit blest, most holy God, All the glory, never ending!
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt.
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748
 
P: Together we pray,
   C: With all our heart, we give thanks and praise to You, Almighty God, for enlightening our minds and opening the eyes of our hearts to hear, see, taste, and believe Your life-giving presence in Jesus. Cause the light of Your truth to shine brightly throughout the world through Your Holy Church, the people You have gathered for Yourself; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.
 
God’s Benediction
 
#482, This Joyful Eastertide
1 This joyful Eastertide   Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified, Has sprung to life this morrow: Refrain
 
ref    Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst His three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: But now has Christ arisen,
    arisen, arisen; But now has Christ arisen!
 
2  Death’s flood has lost its chill Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill  My passing soul deliver: Refrain
 
3  My flesh in hope shall rest And for a season slumber
Till trump from east to west Shall wake the dead in number: Refrain
Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934
Text: Public domain
 
 
Postlude

OPS/images/cover-image.png
REDEEMER

He-1s*Risen!






OPS/toc.xhtml
		Chapter 1






OPS/js/book.js
function Body_onLoad() {
}





