
Sunday, March 26, 2023, 9:00 and 11:15 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

   May we never treat lightly, nor trample underfoot, the blood of God’s Son. 

Prelude/PreService Music 

(9:00) #685, Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure,Through a world that would deceive us 
    And to sin our spirits lure.Onward in His footsteps treading,  Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding. Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
    I shall follow where You guide. 
  
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus And with patience bear our cross.Joy will follow all our sadness; 
    Where He is, there is no loss.Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter. Jesus, here I share Your woe; 
    Help me there Your joy to know. 
  
3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death He conquered death, He will free us from destruction, 
    Give to us immortal breath. Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin; 
    And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven. Jesus, here with You I die, 
    There to live with You on high. 
  
4 Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead That to life we may awaken. 
    Jesus, You are now our head  We are Your own living members; Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, Living there with You forever. Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me. 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 
  

(11:15) Opening Praise Song 

P: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
   C: Amen. 

P: For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, 
   C: plans to give you hope and a future 
P: Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
   C: You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your hears. Glory 
be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 



P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
   C: Amen. 

P: Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to Him, and beg His 
forgiveness. 
   C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I acknowledge my sinful nature and 
repent of my sins, those of which I am not aware and those I know full well.  I 
don’t love You and other people as I ought. I am often careless with Your 
creation and heedless in choosing the proper priorities of my life.  Yet it is my 
intent to say and do that which honors You.  For the sake of Jesus grant me 
Your forgiveness, as Your redeemed child. 
P: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He 
will surely do it. Go in ✠ peace. 
   C: Amen. 

P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And also with you. 
P: Together, we pray, 
   C: Father, we are not without hope, for we know that You are a God of hope that 
fills believers with all faith, hope and love as they trust in You, so that they may 
overflow with hope by the power of Your Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord… 

We Who Know His Name  Voice Choir 

Ezekiel 37:1–14  (First Service Only) 
   The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And He led 
me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the 
valley, and behold, they were very dry. And He said to me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, You know.” Then He said to me, 
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 



you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, 
and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I was commanded. And 
as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath 
in them. Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and 
say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as He commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 
exceedingly great army. Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 
lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O My people. 
And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O My people. And I will 
put My Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. 
Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the 
Lord.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   C: Thanks be to God. 

1 Peter 1:17–21 
   And if you call on Him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s 
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that 
you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of 
the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake, who through Him 
are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are in God. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   C: Thanks be to God. 

P: The Holy Gospel is according to St. John the 11th Chapter, 
   C: Glory to You, O Lord. 



  Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to Him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the 
glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank You that You have heard me. I knew that You always hear Me, but I 
said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that You 
sent Me.” When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 
strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
   C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
Children’s Sermon: God Does the Impossible 

(9:00), #789, Praise and Thanksgiving 
1 Praise and thanksgiving,  Father, we offer For all things living, Created good: 

Harvest of sown fields, Fruits of the orchard, Hay from the mown fields, 
    Blossom and wood. 

  
2 Bless, Lord, the labor We bring to serve You That with our neighbor  We may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling,  We would work with You, Harvesting, milling 
    For daily bread. 

  
3 Father, providing Food for Your children, By Your wise guiding Teach us to share 

One with another, So that, rejoicing With us, all others May know Your care. 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84 
Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 
  

(11:15), Sermon Praise Song 

The Sermon:  Cleaning Out the Clutter  

P: Please rise and join me as we profess our faith, 
   C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 



   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting, Amen. 

The Gathering of our Gifts and Tithes 

The Prayers of His Children 
P: Let us pray….We pray for all Christians around the world that, as people joined 
in faith, we may witness to the Good News that is ours in Jesus. We pray You, O 
Lord, 
   C: hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 

P: We pray for all nations, that in all places there may be times of peace. We pray 
for people in lands where there has been war and strife. And we pray for our own 
nation that it may know safety and the people may be joyful in their daily lives. We 
pray You, O Lord, 
  C: hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 
P: We pray for all those whose labor serves us, especially those in the military, our 
police personnel, medical workers, and all those whose efforts support the common 
good. We pray You, O Lord, 
   C: hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 

P: We pray for the special concerns on our hearts today, including health and family 
needs, bringing to You our joys, our sorrows, and our hopes, including……We pray 
You, O Lord, 
   C: hear us for Your mercy’s sake. 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us all to pray, 
   C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever, Amen. 

God’s Benediction 



(9:00), #575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
1 My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 
  
ref   On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;  All other ground is sinking sand. 
  
2 When darkness veils His lovely face. I rest on His unchanging grace; In ev’ry high and 

stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 
  
3 His oath, His covenant and blood Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 
  
4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found, 

Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
  
(11:15), Sending Praise Song 

Up2Date 

Postlude 


