
Sunday, February 19, 2023, 9:00am 
Transfiguration of our Lord 

   I suppose Jesus didn’t have to do it, you know, suddenly appear with His glorious 
divine nature shining through His human nature and clothing.  No, He didn’t have 
to do it, but He did it for that inner circle of the disciples and through their 
testimony, for us.  
   As we prepare to see His suffering, betrayal, and humiliating death, our faith can 
be made even more certain. Certain of what?  
   Certain that while Jesus is a human being like us, He is also, and continues to be, 
of one substance with God the Father, true God in the flesh.  
   Because of who He is, Jesus will perfectly obey the Father’s will, make full and 
sufficient payment to the Father for our sins by His suffering and sacrificial 
atonement, and provide victory over sin, death, and the devil by His resurrection 
from the dead. 

Prelude 

#400, Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 

400 BRIGHTEST AND BEST OF THE STARS OF THE MORNING 
1Brightest and best of the stars of the morning  Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine 

aid; Star of the East, the horizon adorning, Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
  
2Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall; 

Angels adore Him in slumber reclining, Maker and Monarch and Savior of all. 
  
3Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion Fragrance of Edom and off’rings divine, 

Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, Myrrh from the forest and gold from the 
mine? 

  
4Vainly we offer each ample oblation, Vainly with gifts would His favor secure. 

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration; Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
  
5Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine 

aid; Star of the East, the horizon adorning, Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
  

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
   C: Amen. 



P:   Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
   C: who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
   C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 
   C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
   C: Amen. 

Congregation Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 
  
KYRIE  

LSB 186 
Congregation Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

LSB 187 
Pastor Glory be to God on high: 
Congregation and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
 We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
 we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
 that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 



 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us. 

 For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
 Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
 art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  

P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Together, we pray, 
   C: O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed 
the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice 
that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by 
grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to 
the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever, Amen. 

Children’s Time 

Exodus 24:8–18 
   And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood 
of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these 
words.” Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel went up, and they saw the God of Israel. There was under His feet as it were a 
pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. And He did not lay 
His hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and 
drank. The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and wait there, 
that I may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which 
I have written for their instruction.” So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and 
Moses went up into the mountain of God. And he said to the elders, “Wait here for 
us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a 
dispute, let him go to them.” Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud 
covered the mountain. The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of 
the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire 
on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the 
cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and 
forty nights. 
  
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 



   C: Thanks be to God. 

2 Peter 1:16–21 
   For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His 
majesty. For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice 
was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were 
with Him on the holy mountain. And we have something more sure, the prophetic 
word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this 
first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
  
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   C: Thanks be to God. 
ALLELUIA  

LSB 190 
Congregation Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 17th Chapter. 
Congregation Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
   After six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them, and 
His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as light. And behold, 
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with Him. And Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good that we are here. If You wish, I will make three tents here, one for 
You and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is My 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” When the disciples 
heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw 
no one but Jesus only. And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the 
dead.” 
  



P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Congregation Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

P: Together, we confess our faith, 
   C: NICENE CREED 

 #414, ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here 

1 ’Tis good, Lord, to be here! Thy glory fills the night; 
Thy face and garments, like the sun, Shine with unborrowed light. 

  
2 ’Tis good, Lord, to be here, Thy beauty to behold 

Where Moses and Elijah stand, Thy messengers of old. 
  
3 Fulfiller of the past And hope of things to be, 

We hail Thy body glorified And our redemption see. 
  
4 Before we taste of death We see Thy kingdom come; 

We long to hold the vision bright And make this hill our home. 
  
5 ’Tis good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not remain; 

But since Thou bidst us leave the mount, Come with us to the plain. 
Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858–1933, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
  
The Sermon  How Do You See Jesus? 

The Gathering of our Gifts and Tithes 
OFFERTORY  

LSB 192 
Congregation 
  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
  
Prayers of His Children: 
P: Lord, in Your mercy   C: Hear our prayer 
P: …as Jesus has taught us, 
   C: LORD’S PRAYER 

P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And with thy spirit. 



P: Lift up your hearts. 
   C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
   C: It is meet and right so to do. 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, Holy Lord, Almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who at His transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that 
they might be strengthened to proclaim His cross and resurrection and with all the 
faithful look forward to the glory of life everlasting. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing, 

SANCTUS  
LSB 195 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
 heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name 

of the Lord. 
 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
  

The Words of our Lord 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI  
LSB 198 

Congregation O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

  
Distribution of Holy Communion 
#637, Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 
637 DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF THE LORD 
1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 



  
2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, Gives living waters to the thirsting 
soul. 

  
3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow As in this feast of love You bless us now. 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Up the Holy Mount Ascending [Tune #367] 
   1. Up the holy mount ascending, Jesus’ glory now revealed; Law and Prophet 
stand before Him, their true meaning now unsealed. Alleluia! Alleluia! His 
departure soon to yield.  
   2. The disciple who confessed Him, with the two were wrapped in fear; 
Speechless, offered to build shelter, so to keep the moment near. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! “It is good, Lord, to be here.”  
   3. As the bright cloud did enfold them, and the heavens opened wide, “My 
beloved Son, My Chosen,” God the Father testified. Alleluia! Alleluia! Let His 
Word now be your guide.  
   4. When they heard the Voice, most holy, they fell face down on the ground; 
“Rise and fear not”, Jesus bade them; For a time to silence bound. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! As they left that sacred Mound.  
   5. Could this truly be Messiah as they pondered all they saw? Was not first 
Elijah coming, in fulfillment of the Law? Alleluia! Alleluia! They asked Him in 
fearful awe.  
   6. The fulfillment of Elijah to the world already came, As he suffered under 
Herod, Son of Man must do the same. Alleluia! Alleluia! Then they recognized 
his name.  
   7. In Your Light and in Your Glory, to our altars now descend With your 
Holy Body broken, and your blood Your curtain rend. As you climbed That 
Other Mountain, we now praise You without end!  
   (Rise) 8. Praise the Father who has made us, giving us His Son, most dear! 
Praise to Jesus Christ, who Saves Us, freeing us from death and fear! Glory to 
the Holy Spirit! It is good, Lord, to be here.  
© John George Fleischmann, 2012. Revised edition of the original 1995 Version so that it can be sung to the 
tune, “Regent Square”  

#619, Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 
619 THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR 
1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 

These are my life and strength forever, By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain 



  
ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
  
2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united; I live in Thee and Thou in me. 

No sorrow fills my soul, delighted It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain 
  
3 Who can condemn me now? For surely The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 

No hell I fear, and thus securely With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain 
  
4 Though death may threaten with disaster, It cannot rob me of my cheer; 

For He who is of death the master With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain 
  
5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling, O blessèd, holy Trinity. 

With angels I, Thy praises telling, Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 
  
P: Together we pray, 
   C: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen. 

P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Bless we the Lord. 
   C:Thanks be to God. 

God’s Benediction 

P: On this day, alleluias are sung for the last time in the Church until the 
resurrection of our Lord.  Alleluia is not heard during Lent as we turn in penitence 
to the Passion of our Lord Jesus to be renewed in our baptismal faith. Though every 
Sunday is a “little Easter,” we restrain our praise until Easter Sunday, when all of 
Christendom joins in singing alleluias to our King.  Let us now raise our voices in 
song as we anticipate, not only our coming Easter celebration, but that ultimate 
feast of victory when we shall all sing “alleluia” with saints and angels, cherubim 
and seraphim, and all the company of heaven before the Lamb on His throne. 

#417, Alleluia, Song of Gladness 
417 ALLELUIA, SONG OF GLADNESS 



1 Alleluia, song of gladness, Voice of joy that cannot die; Alleluia is the anthem 
    Ever raised by choirs on high; In the house of God abiding Thus they sing eternally. 

  
2 Alleluia, thou resoundest, True Jerusalem and free; Alleluia, joyful mother, 

    All thy children sing with thee, But by Babylon’s sad waters  Mourning exiles now are 
we. 

  
3 Alleluia cannot always Be our song while here below; Alleluia, our transgressions 

    Make us for a while forgo; For the solemn time is coming When our tears for sin 
must flow. 

  
4 Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, Grant us, blessèd Trinity, At the last to keep Thine 

Easter With Thy faithful saints on high; There to Thee forever singing Alleluia joyfully. 
Text: Latin, c. 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Postlude


