
We Worship our Lord 
On A Quiet Night, A Sparkling Brilliant Light Appeared 

Christmas Eve, 2022 

   The original title of the Christmas carol In dulci jubilo (Now Sing We, Now Rejoice) 
was interpreted by the French organist and composer Marcel Dupre as In Quiet Joy.  
   Though there were moments of rage and loud opposition through His earthly ministry, 
many of our Lord’s activities happened in the quiet and stillness of His presence.  
   Indeed, even as He accomplished His goal, He entered Jerusalem in quiet humility, 
suffered obediently, closed His eyes and breathed His last in death, and finally was laid in 
the stone-cold silence of a tomb.  
   There are times for loud praise and rejoicing, but this night let us gather in quiet joy 
contemplating the mystery that, in this little Babe, in the little town of Bethlehem, God’s 
promise of redemption and peace for all who would be drawn in the silence of the Spirit 
of God through His Word and blessed Sacraments was fulfilled. 

PreService Music 
…The Middle Cross 
… Emmanuel, O Come Tonight       Voice Choir 

P: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
   C: Amen. 

P: In quiet joy, we gather this evening, this very special night. We gather from our busy 
lives, our hurried routines, the loud noises of life, in quiet joy, to focus our lives, and our 
hearts, on a blessed event that took place, a long time ago, in a far away place, in a lowly 
manger. 

#365, Away in a Manger 
   The kids will sing verses 1 and 2, please join on verse 3 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 



2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

The Gathering of our Gifts and Tithes 
…O Holy Night  Piano and Cello 

P: In the silence of this moment, let us prepare ourselves, and confess our sins to God. 
[Silence for reflection] 
P: Holy and gracious God, 
   C: I confess that I have sinned against You.  Some of my sin I know, the thoughts, 
words, and deeds of which I am ashamed, but some is known only to You.  In the 
name of Jesus, I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may have forgiveness 
and peace. 
P: In the silence of this night, by the mercy of God, we are redeemed by Jesus, and in 
Him we are forgiven. We rest now in His peace and in quiet joy. 
   C: Amen. 
#366, It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
    That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
    To touch their harps of gold: 



“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
    To hear the angels sing. 

3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 
    By care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way 
    With painful steps and slow: 
Look up, for golden is the hour, 
    Come swiftly on the wing, 
The Prince was born to bring you peace; 
    Of Him the angels sing. 

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
   C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: Together, we pray, 
   C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of our Lord 



P: As often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes, 
   C:  Amen, come Lord Jesus, come. 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
[Tonight we will receive Holy Communion via continuous Communion.  An Usher will 
invite you up the middle aisle to where Pastor and an Elder will be distributing 
Communion. After receiving, please return to your seat using the side aisles.] 
…The Middle Cross 
(376) ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
(368 )ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
(367) ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 

   
P: In those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town.  
   C: And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of  Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with Child. 

#376, Once in Royal David’s City 
1 Once in royal David’s city 

    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
    In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

P: And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger,  
   C: because there was no place for them in the inn. 



#370, What Child Is This? 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
    While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate 
    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Text: Public domain 

P: And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them,  
   C: Fear not, for behold, I bring you Good News of a great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord.  
P: And this will be a sign for you,  
   C: you will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying  in a manger. 



#367, Angels from the Realms of Glory 
1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

ref Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

      
P: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying, 
  C: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace among those with whom He is 
pleased! 

#368, Angels We Have Heard on High 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
    Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 



Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; French 
Text: Public domain 

P: When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to each other,  
   C: Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us. 
P: And they went with haste and found Mary, Joseph, and the Baby, lying in a manger. 
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this Child.  
   C: And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told  them.  
P: But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  
   C: And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God  for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
#380, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, 
    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the_incarnate Deity! 



Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, 
    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. Refrain 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

The Sermon  Sparkling Brilliant Light 

#363, Silent Night, Holy Night 
[The Choir will sing as the candles are being lit.  When all our candles are lit we will 
sing…] 
1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 



    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Text: Public domain 

God’s Benediction 

#387, Joy To The World 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 



    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Text: Public domain 

Postlude The Middle Cross


