
We Worship our Lord 
Sing A Song of Advent…Simeon’s Song 

Sunday, December 11, 2022, 9:00am 

   The writer of today’s Sermon Hymn, James Montgomery, was born in Irvine, 
Scotland. After suffering hardship for a number of years, he eventually became a 
newspaper editor and was twice imprisoned for writing controversial articles. 
   His faith in Jesus grew out of the harsh experiences in his early life and from time 
to time, he wrote religious poems for his newspaper.  Eventually, this wonderful 
poem was set to the music Regent Square by the gifted blind organist, Henry Smart. 
   The hymn describes the roles of the angels, shepherds, and wise men, as well as 
encouraging Christians to be prepared and look for Christ’s sudden return, which is 
what the Season of Advent is all about. 

Prelude 

#345, Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
“Cast away the works of darkness, 
    All you children of the day!” 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 
    Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 
    Shines upon the morning skies. 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 
    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 
    And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He will shield us with His mercy 
    And with words of love draw near. 



D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 
    To the Father and the Son 
With the ever-living Spirit 
    While eternal ages run! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
P: Together, we pray, 
   C:Lord Jesus, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen. 

Children’s Time 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
   The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom 
like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and 
make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; 
fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue 
of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds 
and rushes. And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall 
walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and 
joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

L: This is the Word of our Lord, 
   C: Thanks be to God! 

Emmanuel Is Coming  Voice Choir 



James 5:7-11 
   Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an example of 
suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of 
the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 

L: This is the Word of our Lord, 
   C: Thanks be to God! 

P: The Holy Gospel, and Sermon text, according to St. Luke, Chapter 2, verses 
25-35, 
   C: Praise to You, O Lord. 

   Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to 
the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the 
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will 
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord, 
   C: Thanks be to God! 

#367, Angels from the Realms of Glory 



1 Angels from the realms of glory, 
    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

ref Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 
    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
    Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, 
    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 
    Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

D 5 All creation, join in praising 
    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising 
    To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain 

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

The Sermon  Amazing Peace 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Gathering of our Gifts and Tithes 

The Prayers of His Children 
P: Lord, in Your mercy   C: hear our prayer. 
P:  …taught us all to pray   C: LORD’S PRAYER 

God’s Benediction 

#515, Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 



1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
    And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, 
    And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising 
    And soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
    At midnight comes the cry. 

2 The watchers on the mountain 
    Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches 
    With alleluias clear. 
The marriage feast is waiting; 
    The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; 
    The Bridegroom is at hand. 

3 The saints, who here in patience 
    Their cross and suff’rings bore, 
Shall live and reign forever 
    When sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory 
    The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him 
    Their diadems of gold. 

4 Our hope and expectation, 
    O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, 
    O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, 
    We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption 
    That sets Your people free! 



Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Up2Date 

Postlude 


