
+ WE WORSHIP OUR LORD  

SING A SONG OF ADVENT…MARY’S SONG  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022, 9:00AM + 

Gabriel’s Message, or, The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came is a Basque 
Christmas folk carol about the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary by the 
archangel Gabriel that she would become the mother of Jesus, the Son of 
God. It quotes the Biblical account of Luke 1:26-38 and 46-55. A Basque folk 
carol, originally based on Angelus Ad Virginem, a 13th or 14th Century Latin 
carol, was collected by Charles Bordes and then paraphrased into English by 
Sabine Baring-Gould, who spent a winter as a boy in the Basque country. 
The tune is called Gabriel's Message by Edgar Pettman published in his 
1892 book Modern Christmas Carols. Notable modern interpretations include 
Sting's interpretation as part of “A Very Special Christmas”. Christian rock 
band Jars of Clay recorded a version for their 2007 Christmas album. 
Charlotte Church recorded a version for her 2000 Christmas. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding (345) 
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
“Cast away the works of darkness, 
    All you children of the day!” 



2 Startled at the solemn warning, 
    Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 
    Shines upon the morning skies. 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 
    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 
    And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He will shield us with His mercy 
    And with words of love draw near. 

D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 
    To the Father and the Son 
With the ever-living Spirit 
    While eternal ages run! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.Text: Public domain 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 



C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, I confess that I am by nature 

sinful and unclean. I have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what I have done and 
by what I have left undone. I have not loved You 
with my whole heart; I have not loved my 
neighbors as myself. I justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. Forgive me, 
renew me, and lead me, so that I may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
Holy name, Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Together, we pray, 
C Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way 

of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we 
may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever, Amen. 

CHILDREN'S TIME 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1–10 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of 
the LORD shall rest upon him,  the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding,  the Spirit of counsel and might,  the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 



And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  or decide disputes 
by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge 
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,  and 
faithfulness the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young 
goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 
together; and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze;  their young shall lie 
down together;  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
They shall not hurt or destroy  in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea.  In that day the root of Jesse, 
who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



EPISTLE Romans 15:4–13 
Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May 
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live 
in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ 
Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome 
one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the 
circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,  and sing to 
your name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with 
his people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse will come,  even he who arises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 



  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:46–56 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord,  and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his 
servant.  For behold, from now on all generations will call 
me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for 
me,  and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who 
fear him  from generation to generation. He has shown 
strength with his arm;  he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty 
from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 
he has filled the hungry with good things,  and the rich he 
has sent empty away. He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 



And Mary remained with her about three months and 
returned to her home. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (356) 
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
    Gloria! 

2 “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
    Gloria! 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 
Most highly favored lady, 
    Gloria! 



4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady.” 
    Gloria! 

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924; Basque, c. 18th cent. Text: Public domain 

SERMON Love 
P Please rise and join me as we confess our faith 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

THE GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
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PRAYERS OF HIS CHILDREN 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray, 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  
I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table (618) 
1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 

    For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 
    That sinners may salvation see 



Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 
    Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 
    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 
    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

5 What higher gift can we inherit? 
    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.  
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Your Table I Approach (628) 
1 Your table I approach; 

    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 
Let not an unrepentant heart 
    Prove hurtful to me there. 

2 Lord, I confess my sins 
    And mourn their wretched bands; 



A contrite heart is sure to find 
    Forgiveness at Your hands. 

3 Your body and Your blood, 
    Once slain and shed for me, 
Are taken at Your table, Lord, 
    In blest reality. 

4 Search not how this takes place, 
    This wondrous mystery; 
God can accomplish vastly more 
    Than what we think could be. 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 
    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 

6 Oh, may I never fail 
    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. Text: Public domain 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN      Lord Jesus, Think on Me (610) 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    And purge away my sin; 



From worldly passions set me free 
    And make me pure within. 

2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
    By anxious thoughts oppressed; 
Let me Your loving servant be 
    And taste Your promised rest. 

3 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    Amid the battle’s strife; 
In all my pain and misery, 
    O be my health and life! 

4 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
    Point out Your chosen way. 

5 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    That, when this life is past, 
I may the_eternal brightness see 
    And share Your joy at last. 

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. Text: Public domain 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 



 

 

 

GOD'S BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 

HYMN TO DEPART        Prepare the Royal Highway (343) 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 

    The King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley 
    A level road appear! 
Then greet the King of Glory 
Foretold in sacred story: Refrain 

ref Hosanna to the Lord, 
For He fulfills God’s Word! 



2 God’s people, see Him coming: 
    Your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before Him! 
    Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God’s promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 
    To greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev’ry nation 
    Its tribute too should bring. 
All lands, bow down before Him! 
All nations, now adore Him! Refrain 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
    It comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom 
    And justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding 
For kindness so abounding: Refrain 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 
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