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Isaac Watts, was a genius. At age 4 he had learned Latin, at 9 Greek, at 11 
French, and at 13 years old, Hebrew. His poetic re-working of the Psalms was 
magnificent. Unfortunately for poor Isaac, he was not a ‘looker’. His one chance at 
love came and went with a young lady named Elizabeth Singer, who actually fell in 
love with Watts sight-unseen through his published poems. Elizabeth was so 
taken with this man, who could write so deeply and passionately, that she threw 
caution to the wind and in a letter asked him to marry her. But when they finally 
met, she retracted her offer. She later wrote that Isaac Watts was "only five feet 
tall, with a shallow face, hooked nose, prominent cheek bones, small eyes, and 
deathlike color...I admired the jewel but not the casket that contained it." Isaac 
never married, but he spent his life focused on the glory of God. In 1719, Watts 
published his poetic work based on Psalm 98 that would go on to become what 
many consider the greatest Christmas hymn of all time, Joy to the World. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

HYMN OF INVOCATION The Advent of Our King (331) 
1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
    In strains of holy joy. 



2 The everlasting Son 
    Incarnate deigns to be, 
Himself a servant’s form puts on 
    To set His servants free. 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 
    To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise 
    The peace He comes to bring. 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 
    He soon will come again 
And His true members all unite 
    With Him in heav’n to reign. 

5 Before the dawning day 
    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
    The new self now put on. 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 
    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. Text: Public domain 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 



C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
  stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You 

are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call 

upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and each other 
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Jesus, and saying, God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our 
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 
Your one, Holy Church, in which You daily and richly 
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously 
receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, 

C Amen. 



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

INTROIT 
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation. 
 Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us 
success! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! We 
bless You from the house of the Lord. 
 The Lord is God, and He has made His light to shine 
upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the 
horns of the altar! 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; 
 You are my God; I will extol You. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
  



P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

  

P Together, we pray, 
C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 

protection we may be rescued from the threatening 
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 
Amen. 

CHILDREN'S TIME 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 2:1–5 
 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 



For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

REDEEMER CHOIR Candles of Advent 

EPISTLE Romans 13:8–14 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 



 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; 
the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk 
properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 
not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:67–79 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and prophesied, saying, 

68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from 



of old, 
71that we should be saved from our enemies 
 and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
 and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to 
grant us 
 74that we, being delivered from the hand of our 
enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our 
days. 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most 
High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
 in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
 whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



P Please join me in confessing our faith, 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



HYMN OF THE DAY  
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (338) 
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

    Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
    Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; 
    Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
    Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Text: Public domain 

THE SERMON                          THE AMAZING GIFT 
THE GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Dedication of our Advent Wreath and Candles and 
White Altar Paraments 
P As we begin the Season of Advent, let these new 

candles, wreath, and new paraments remind us that 
Jesus came to conquer the darkness of sin and to lead 
us into the light of His glorious kingdom. As the prophet 
Isaiah says, “The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined.” 
  
Let us pray.  Jesus, the true light who comes into the 
world to enlighten all people, bless us as we light the 
candles of this wreath in preparation for Your coming, 
and enkindle in our hearts the fire of Your love that we 
may receive You with joy and gladness and evermore 
remain steadfast in the faith; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

P May the Lord Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, bless these candles, wreath, and 
paraments for use in our worship to the glory of God. 

C Amen, thanks be to God! 

THE PRAYERS OF HIS CHURCH 



LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

GOD’S BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 



CLOSING HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come (332) 
1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 
Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 
From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 
His heroic course began. 

5 God the Father was His source, 
Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 



6 For You are the Father’s Son 
Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

7 From the manger newborn light 
Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 
2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 
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