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793 PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN 
1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

    To His feet your tribute bring; 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
    Evermore His praises sing: 
        Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise the everlasting King. 

2 Praise Him for His grace and favor 
    To His people in distress; 
Praise Him still the same as ever, 
    Slow to chide and swift to bless: 
        Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Glorious in His faithfulness. 

3 Fatherlike He tends and spares us; 
    Well our feeble frame He knows; 
In His hand He gently bears us, 
    Rescues us from all our foes. 



        Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Widely yet His mercy flows. 

4 Angels, help us to adore Him; 
    You behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before Him, 
    All who dwell in time and space. 
        Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise with us the God of grace. 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847 
Text: Public domain 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who 

could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore 

You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call 

upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 



fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us 
our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism 
You declared us to be Your children and gathered 
us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 
and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life 
through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our 
faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

KYRIE LSB 204 
Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 
1. To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ 
birth! We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy 
name, we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly 
King. 

2.To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow’r are seated  
At God’s right hand on high— 

3.For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever,  
Be worshiped and adored;You with the Holy Spirit  
Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 



O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom 
through the narrow door. Guide us by Your Word 
and Spirit, and lead us now and always into the 
feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

FIRST READING Revelation 21:1–4, 10–27 
 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 



 10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, 
high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem 
coming down out of heaven from God, 11having the 
glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a 
jasper, clear as crystal. 12It had a great, high wall, with 
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on 
the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of 
Israel were inscribed— 13on the east three gates, on 
the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on 
the west three gates. 14And the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
 15And the one who spoke with me had a measuring 
rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. 
16The city lies foursquare; its length the same as its 
width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 
stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17He 
also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human 
measurement, which is also an angel’s measurement. 
18The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure 
gold, clear as glass. 19The foundations of the wall of 
the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first 



was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the 
fourth emerald, 20the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the 
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the 
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth 
amethyst. 21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, 
each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street 
of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 
 22And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city 
has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory 
of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24By its 
light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will 
bring their glory into it, 25and its gates will never be shut 
by day—and there will be no night there. 26They will 
bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But 
nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does 
what is detestable or false, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



EPISTLE 1 John 3:1–3 
 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 
that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children 
now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who 
thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
These things are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the 
mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 
mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God. 



 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 



     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 



     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

748 I’M BUT A STRANGER HERE 
1 I’m but a stranger here, 

    Heav’n is my home; 
Earth is a desert drear, 
    Heav’n is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on ev’ry hand; 
Heav’n is my fatherland, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

2 What though the tempest rage, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
Short is my pilgrimage, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
And time’s wild wintry blast 
Soon shall be overpast; 
I shall reach home at last, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

3 Therefore I murmur not, 
    Heav’n is my home; 



Whate’er my earthly lot, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
And I shall surely stand 
There at my Lord’s right hand; 
Heav’n is my fatherland, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807–35 
Text: Public domain 

SERMON Heaven 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks 
for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our 
flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS LSB 208 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of 
Your name 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 



LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 



them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of 
the world away;O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of 
the world away;Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And 
grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

DISTRIBUTION 

725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 
1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 



2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 
In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 
God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Text: Public domain 

727 ON EAGLES’ WINGS 
1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

Who abide in His shadow for life, 
Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 
My rock in whom I trust!” Refrain 

ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 



Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of His hand. 

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
And famine will bring you no fear; 
Under His wings your refuge, 
His faithfulness your shield. Refrain 

3 You need not fear the terror of the night, 
Nor the arrow that flies by day; 
Though thousands fall about you, 
Near you it shall not come. Refrain 

4 For to His angels He’s given a command 
To guard you in all of your ways; 
Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain 

Text: Michael Joncas, 1951 
Text: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 

744 AMAZING GRACE sts. 1–5 
1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
    Was blind but now I see! 



2 The Lord has promised good to me, 
    His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
    As long as life endures. 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
    I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
    His grace will lead me home. 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 
    And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
    Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
    Than when we’d first begun. 

Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Text: Public domain 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 
O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory       
Of Your redeeming grace: 
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people,  Your chosen Israel. 



All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit,   Forever Three in One; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding  
Through all eternity. 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 

877 GOD, WHO MADE THE EARTH AND HEAVEN 
1 God, who made the earth and heaven, 

    Darkness and light: 
You the day for work have given, 
    For rest the night. 
May Your angel guards defend us, 
Slumber sweet Your mercy send us, 
Holy dreams and hopes attend us 
    All through the night. 

2 And when morn again shall call us 
    To run life’s way, 
May we still, whate’er befall us, 
    Your will obey. 
From the pow’r of evil hide us, 
In the narrow pathway guide us, 



Never be Your smile denied us 
    All through the day. 

3 Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, 
    And when we die, 
May we in Your mighty keeping 
    All peaceful lie. 
When the last dread call shall wake us, 
Then, O Lord, do not forsake us, 
But to reign in glory take us 
    With You on high. 

D 4 Holy Father, throned in heaven, 
    All-holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, freely given, 
    Blest Three in One: 
Grant us grace, we now implore You, 
Till we lay our crowns before You 
And in worthier strains adore You 
    While ages run. 

Text (st. 1): Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt.; (sts. 2, 4): William Mercer, 1811–73, alt.; (st. 3): Richard Whately, 1787–
1863, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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