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813 REJOICE, O PILGRIM THRONG 

1. Rejoice O pilgrim throng! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing 
Your festal banner wave on 
high The cross of Christ your 
King 

Refrain. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

2. With voice as full and strong 
As oceans surging praise, 

Send forth the sturdy hymns of old 
The psalms of ancient days 

3. With all the angel choirs 
With all the saints on 
earth 

Pour out the strains of joy and bliss 
True rapture no blest mirth 



4. Yet on and onward still 
With hymn and chant and song 
Through gate and porch and columned aisle 
The hallowed pathways throng 

5. Still lift your standard high, 
Still march in firm array, 

As pilgrims through the darkness wend. 
Till dawns the golden day. 

6. At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall 
rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. 

7. Praise Him who reigns on high, 
The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
One God forevermore. 



P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P We come to our forgiving God, confessing our 

sins, trusting Him for grace and forgiveness. 
C I confess, heavenly Father, that I have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what I have done and by what I have left 
undone. I have not loved You with my whole 
heart; I have not loved my neighbors as 
myself. I justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. Forgive me for Jesus’ 
sake, strengthen my faith, and focus my heart 
on Your kingdom, the inheritance He won for 
me in His death and resurrection. 

P Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. As a called and 
ordained servant of Jesus, and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Together, we pray, 
C Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace 

that we live as Your people who offer 
acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by 
faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 
Amen. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 31:7; 35:9; 70:4; 
90:14 

7I will rejoice and be glad in your | steadfast love,* 
because you have seen my affliction; 
you have known the distress | of my soul, 

9Then my soul will rejoice | in the LORD,* 
exulting in his sal- | vation. 

4May all who seek you 
rejoice and be | glad in you!* 

May those who love your salvation 
say evermore, | “God is great!” 



14Satisfy us in the morning with your | steadfast 
love,* 

that we may rejoice and be glad | all our days. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Philippians 3:8–14; 4:4 
8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the 
power of his resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any 
means possible I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead. 

12Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I 



do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

PRAISE SONG 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:1–9 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing 
near to hear him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes 
grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats 
with them.” 

3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, 
having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and 
go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when 



he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
6And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with 
me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I 
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 

8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she 
loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the 
house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when 
she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the coin that I had lost.’ 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



387 JOY TO THE WORLD 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 



SERMON Exceedingly Great Joy 

GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us 
to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PRAISE SONG 

SONG ~ I’VE GOT THE JOY, JOY, JOY, JOY 
1. I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart 
I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart to stay 

2. I've got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart 
I've got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart to stay 



3. I've got the peace that passes understanding 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart 
I've got the peace that passes understanding 
Down in my heart (where?) 
Down in my heart to stay 

4. I've got the wonderful love of my blessed 
Redeemer 
Way down in the depths of my heart (where?) 
Down in the depths of my heart (where?) 
Down in the depths of my heart 
I've got the wonderful love of my blessed Redeemer 
Way down in the depths of my heart (where?) 
Down in the depths of my heart to stay 

5. You shall love the Lord your God 
With all your heart and soul and strength 
Heart and soul and strength 
Heart and soul and strength 
You shall love the Lord your God 
With all your heart and soul and strength 
Heart and soul and strength always 



HYMN ~ REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,  
    And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, 
    And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising 
    And soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
    At midnight comes the cry.

 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
    Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches  
    With alleluias clear. 
The marriage feast is waiting; 
    The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; 
    The Bridegroom is at hand.

 
3 The saints, who here in patience  
    Their cross and suff’rings bore, 
Shall live and reign forever  
    When sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory  
    The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him  
    Their diadems of gold.

 



4 Our hope and expectation, 
    O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, 
    O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, 
    We plead, O Lord, to see  
The day of earth’s redemption 
    That sets Your people free!

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 

803 JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE 

1. Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 
Praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
Drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day. 



2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
Center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 
Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Fountainhead of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 
Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 

Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt. 
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 
Text and tune: Public domain 

UP2DATE 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® 

Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia 
Publishing House.


