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733 O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST	 Hymn

1	 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
    And our eternal home:


2	 Under the shadow of Thy throne 
    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
    And our defense is sure.


3	 Before the hills in order stood 
    Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
    To endless years the same.


4	 A thousand ages in Thy sight 
    Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
    Before the rising sun.


5	 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
    Soon bears us all away; 



We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day.


6	 O God, our help in ages past, 
    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home!


Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Text: Public domain


P	 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.


C	 Amen.


P	 As for me, I said, O Lord, be gracious to me;

C	 heal me, for I have sinned against You!


P	 Holy God, You have commanded us to follow Your 
rules and keep Your statutes and walk in them.


C	 We confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean.


P	 Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 
to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God.


C	 We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.




P	 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor 
as yourself.


C	 I have not loved You with my whole heart, I 
have not loved my neighbors as myself. I justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on me. Forgive me, renew me, and lead 
me, so that I may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen.


P	 Jesus has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Jesus and by His authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit


C	 Amen.

 

P	 The Lord be with you.

C	 And also with you.

 

P	 Together, we pray.




C	 Lord Jesus Christ, in Your deep compassion 
You rescue us from whatever may hurt us. 
Teach us to love You above all things and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever, Amen.


P	 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit;


C	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen. 


948 ALL GLORY BE TO GOD ALONE	 Hymn

1	 All glory be to God alone, 

Forevermore the highest one, 
Who did our sinful race befriend 
And grace and peace to us extend. 
Among us may His gracious will 
All hearts with deep thanksgiving fill.


2	 We praise You, God; Your name we bless 
And worship You in humbleness; 
From day to day we glorify 
The everlasting God on high. 
Of Your great glory do we sing, 
And to Your throne our thanks we bring.




3	 Lord God, our King on heaven’s throne, 
Our Father, the Almighty One. 
O Lord, the sole-begotten One, 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, 
True God from all eternity, 
O Lamb of God, to You we flee.


4	 You take the whole world’s sin away; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
You take the whole world’s sin away; 
O Lord, receive our prayer this day. 
From God’s right hand Your mercy send, 
To all the world Your grace extend.


5	 You only are the Holy One 
And over all are Lord alone. 
O Jesus Christ, we glorify 
You and the Spirit, Lord Most High; 
With Him You evermore shall be 
One in the Father’s majesty.


Text: attr. Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748


P	 The Lord be with you.

C	 And also with you.




P	 Together, let us pray,

C	 Lord Jesus, in Your deep compassion You 

rescue us from whatever may hurt us. Teach us 
to love You above all things and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever, Amen.


CHILDREN'S TIME


OLD TESTAMENT READING	 Leviticus 18:1–5; 19:9–
18

L	 A reading from Leviticus, chapter 18.

 

	 1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the 
people of Israel and say to them, I am the LORD your 
God. 3You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, 
where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the 
land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall 
not walk in their statutes. 4You shall follow my rules and 
keep my statutes and walk in them. I am the LORD your 
God. 5You shall therefore keep my statutes and my 



rules; if a person does them, he shall live by them: I am 
the LORD. . . .

	 9“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall 
not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you 
gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10And you shall 
not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather 
the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them 
for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your 
God.

	 11“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you 
shall not lie to one another. 12You shall not swear by 
my name falsely, and so profane the name of your 
God: I am the LORD.

	 13“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. 
The wages of a hired servant shall not remain with you 
all night until the morning. 14You shall not curse the 
deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you 
shall fear your God: I am the LORD.

	 15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be 
partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in 
righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16You 
shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, 



and you shall not stand up against the life of your 
neighbor: I am the LORD.

	 17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but 
you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you 
incur sin because of him. 18You shall not take 
vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your 
own people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself: I am the LORD.”

 

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.

C	 Thanks be to God.


EPISTLE READING	 Colossians 1:1–14

L	 A reading from Colossians, chapter 1.

 

	 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
and Timothy our brother,

	 2To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at 
Colossae:

	 Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

	 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we pray for you, 4since we heard of your 



faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for 
all the saints, 5because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of 
the truth, the gospel, 6which has come to you, as 
indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing
—as it also does among you, since the day you heard 
it and understood the grace of God in truth, 7just as you 
learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. 
He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8and 
has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

	 9And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased 
to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 10so as to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 
11May you be strengthened with all power, according to 
his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with 
joy, 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13He 
has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 



transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

 

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.

C	 Thanks be to God.


P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth 
chapter.


C	 Glory to You, O Lord.


GOSPEL READING	 Luke 10:25–37

	 25Behold, a lawyer stood up to put [Jesus] to the test, 
saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do 
you read it?” 27And he answered, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind, and 
your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You 
have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”

	 29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man 
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell 
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and 



departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a 
priest was going down that road, and when he saw him 
he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion. 34He went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on 
his own animal and brought him to an inn and took 
care of him. 35And the next day he took out two denarii 
and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of 
him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you 
when I come back.’ 36Which of these three, do you 
think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell 
among the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed 
him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do 
likewise.”


P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C	 Praise to You, O Christ.




752 BE STILL, MY SOUL	 Hymn of the Day

1	 Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 

    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
    In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.


2	 Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
    To guide the future as He has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
    All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.


3	 Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 
    And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 
Then you will better know His love, His heart, 
    Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your 
fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness all He takes away.


4	 Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 
    When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 



    Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.


Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain


SERMON	 The Past Still Hurts


P	 We rise and confess our faith


953 WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD

1	 We all believe in one true God, 

    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present help in need, 
    Praised by all the heav’nly host; 
All He made His love enfolds, 
All creation He upholds.


2	 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 
    Son of God and Mary’s son, 
Who descended from His throne 
    And for us salvation won; 
By whose cross and death are we 
Rescued from all misery.




3	 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 
    Who from both in truth proceeds, 
Who sustains and comforts us 
    In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blessèd, holy Trinity, 
Praise forever be to Thee!


Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain


THE GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES


PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

A	 Lord, in Your mercy,

C	 hear our prayer.


LORD’S PRAYER

C	 Our Father who art in heaven,


     hallowed be Thy name,

     Thy kingdom come,

     Thy will be done on earth

          as it is in heaven;

     give us this day our daily bread;

     and forgive us our trespasses

          as we forgive those

          who trespass against us;

     and lead us not into temptation,

     but deliver us from evil.




For Thine is the kingdom

     and the power and the glory

     forever and ever. Amen.


BENEDICAMUS	 LSB 228

L	 Let us bless the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


BENEDICTION	 LSB 228

P	 The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love 

of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.


C	 Amen.

 

878 Abide with Me

1	 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.


 

2	 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.


 

3	 Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me.




 

4	 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.


 

5	 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!


 

6	 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.


Text: Public domain


Text: James Weldon Johnson, 1871–1938 
Text: Public domain
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