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AMERICA, THE BEAUTIFUL Opening Hymn 

1. O beautiful for spacious skies,  
For amber waves of grain,  
For purple mountain majesties,  
Above the fruited plain!  
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,  
And crown thy good with brotherhood,  
From sea to shining sea!     
  
2. O beautiful for pilgrim feet,  
Whose stern, impassioned stress,  
A thoroughfare for freedom beat,  
Across the wilderness!  
America! America! God mend thine every flaw,  
Confirm thy soul in self-control,  
Thy liberty in law!     
  



3. O beautiful for heroes proved,  
In liberating strife,  
Who more than self their country loved,  
And mercy more than life!  
America! America! May God thy gold refine,  
Till all success be nobleness,  
And every gain divine!     
  
4. O beautiful for patriot dream,  
That sees beyond the years,  
Thine alabaster cities gleam,  
Undimmed by human tears!  
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,  
And crown thy good with brotherhood,  
From sea to shining sea! 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P For freedom Jesus has set us free; 
C stand firm therefore, and do not submit again 

to a yoke of slavery. 



P Walk by the Spirit, 
C and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 

P Eternal Father, strong to save, in the beginning 
You created all things good: the sea, the land, the 
air, the creatures in their rightful place, and the 
crown of Your creation, humanity, which was very 
good and intended for a perfect relationship with 
You. Sin ceased the perfect world, and because of 
that we come to You in confession of our faults 
and failings. 

C I am by nature sinful and unclean. I have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what I have done and by what I have left 
undone. I have not loved You with my whole 
heart; I have not loved my neighbors as 
myself. I justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. Forgive me, 
renew me, and lead me, so that I may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your Holy name. Amen. 

P Our eternal Father is strong to save and has done 
that in giving His Son into this once-perfect world 



to be the sacrifice for our sins so we and all 
creation may be renewed, redeemed, and restored 
in relationship with Him. As a called and ordained 
servant of Jesus, and by His authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Together, we pray, 
C God of all nations, we thank You for our free 

land and the liberties we treasure. Guide Your 
people by Your Spirit that this nation may set 
an example to the world of justice and 
freedom. From the blessings of the past to the 
present, grant all future prosperity according 
to Your will. Give all peoples of all lands and 
nations faith in You that glory may be brought 
to Your name and eternal blessings to all 
people throughout Your created world; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever, Amen. 



717 ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE Hymn 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

2a O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
And hushed their raging at Thy word, 
Who walkedst on the foaming deep 
And calm amid its rage didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

3a Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
And bid its angry tumult cease, 
And give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, 
Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 



Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text (sts. 1–4): William Whiting, 1825–78, alt.; (sts. 2a–3a): Robert N. Spencer, 1877–1961, alt. 
Text (sts. 1–4): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

DEUTERONOMY 8:7–18 
 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good 
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and 
springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of 
wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land 
in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which 
you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and 
out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you shall 
eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God 
for the good land he has given you. 
 11“Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by 
not keeping his commandments and his rules and his 
statutes, which I command you today, 12lest, when you 
have eaten and are full and have built good houses 
and live in them, 13and when your herds and flocks 
multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all 



that you have is multiplied, 14then your heart be lifted 
up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, 15who led you through the great and terrifying 
wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and 
thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought 
you water out of the flinty rock, 16who fed you in the 
wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, 
that he might humble you and test you, to do you good 
in the end. 17Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My 
power and the might of my hand have gotten me this 
wealth.’ 18You shall remember the LORD your God, for it 
is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may 
confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it 
is this day. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



EPISTLE Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
 1For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
. . . 
 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do 
not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another. 14For the whole 
law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15But if you bite and devour one 
another, watch out that you are not consumed by one 
another. 
 16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 
the desires of the flesh. 17For the desires of the flesh 
are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, 
to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18But 
if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, 
and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you 



before, that those who do such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is 
no law. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:43–48 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 45so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
46For if you love those who love you, what reward do 



you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
47And if you greet only your brothers, what more are 
you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? 48You therefore must be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

751 O GOD OF LOVE, O KING OF PEACE Hymn of 
the Day (tune 461) 
1 O God of love, O King of peace, 

Make wars throughout the world to cease; 
The rage of nations now restrain: 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

2 Remember, Lord, Thy works of old, 
The wonders that Thy people told; 
Remember not our sins’ dark stain: 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

3 Whom shall we trust but Thee, O Lord? 
Where rest but on Thy faithful Word? 



None ever called on Thee in vain: 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

4 Where saints and angels dwell above, 
All hearts are knit in holy love; 
O bind us in that heav’nly chain: 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

SERMON Freedom 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 



     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 



     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

THE GATHERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 



  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us 

to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 



     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

617 O LORD, WE PRAISE THEE Distribution Hymn 
1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore 

Thee, 
In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 



Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 
Our weak souls that they may flourish: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 
That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
And Thy blood for us plead 
In all trial, fear, and need: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

2 Thy holy body into death was given, 
Life to win for us in heaven. 
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 
May this feast thereof remind us! 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 
All our debt Thou hast paid; 
Peace with God once more is made: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor 
That we follow Christ our Savior 
And live together here in love and union 
Nor despise this blest Communion! 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 
Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 



Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 
Days of peace and unity: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001748 

964 LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING Distribution Hymn 
1 Lift ev’ry voice and sing 

Till earth and heaven ring, 
    Ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the list’ning skies, 
    Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has 
taught us; 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has 
brought us; 
    Facing the rising sun 
    Of our new day begun, 
    Let us march on till victory is won. 

2 Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chast’ning rod 
    Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
    Come to the place for which our parents 



sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has 
been watered; 
We have come, treading our path through the 
blood of the slaughtered, 
    Out from the gloomy past, 
    Till now we stand at last 
    Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

3 God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
    Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might 
Led us into the light, 
    Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, 
where we met Thee; 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, 
we forget Thee; 
    Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
    May we forever stand, 
    True to our God, true to our native land. 

Text: James Weldon Johnson, 1871–1938 
Text: Public domain 



662 ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS Distribution 
Hymn 
1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 
Christ, the royal master, 
    Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle 
    See His banners go! Refrain 

ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 
    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 

2 Like a mighty army 
    Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 
    Where the saints have trod. 
We are not divided, 
    All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, 
    One in charity. Refrain 



3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 
    Kingdoms rise and wane, 
But the Church of Jesus 
    Constant will remain. 
Gates of hell can never 
    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 
We have Christ’s own promise, 
    And that cannot fail. Refrain 

4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 
    Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices 
    In the triumph song: 
Glory, laud, and honor 
    Unto Christ, the king; 
This through countless ages 
    Men and angels sing. Refrain 

Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

POST COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Together, we pray, 
C We give thanks to You, Almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift.  
As Jesus has forgiven us and set us free, we 
rejoice in our independence from all we ever 



need fear. Grant Your holy and life-giving Spirit 
that we may serve You as we seek to end 
divisions, overcome prejudice, and seek 
justice. Grant that we live in peace with one 
another through the peace You have restored 
in our relationship with You; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 

GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND Closing Hymn 

1. God bless our native land; 
 Firm may she ever stand 
 Through storm and night. 
 When the wild tempests rave,  
 Ruler of wind and wave,  
 Do Thou our country save 



 By Thy great might. 
  
2. So shall our prayers arise 
 To God above the skies;  
 On Him we wait. 
 Thou who art ever nigh, 
 Guarding with watchful eye, 
 To Thee aloud we cry; 
 God save the state 
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