
•INSPIRE• 
Bible Studies 

Sunday Adult Bible 
Study 
Monday Women’s 
Bible Study 
Wednesday Noon 

Women's Monday 
Bible Study 

Mondays 6:30pm 
here at church in the 
Narthex. 
Study will be based 
on Ephesians, a letter 
from Paul.  Please see 
Kellee Skaggs for 
additional 
information. 

Wednesday Noon 
Bible Study 

The book of James, 
half-brother of Jesus, 
a letter to the church 
is written to Jewish 
believers in his day, 
but the content of the 
letter is timeless and 
timely. James writes 
that we should turn to 
God in our trials and 
live our faith in God's 
Word. He casts an 
unfavorable eye on 
the ways of the world, 
and calls on believers 
favoritism in the 
church and an 

unhealthy view of 
money. Finally, he 
calls all believers to 
pursue Jesus’s Grace 
and Mercy with 
passion. 

Sunday Morning 
Bible Study 

Join Pastor Mike 
Sunday morning for a 
bible study on the 
book of Genesis - 
“The Beginning”. 

Altar Flowers 2020 
Have a specific 
date(s) you would like 
to dedicate flowers? 
Please fill out the 
bulletin insert and 
place it in the office 
mail box.  FYI-If the 
date is already filled, 
Carol will move you to 
the next closest date. 
have a date in 
mind? Look at the 
chart on the 
bulletin board to 
see what is 
available. 

•Grow• 
Youth Confirmation 

Class  
Parents & Students  

Class has begun!
Wednesdays, at 
6:30pm. Questions? 
contact Pastor Mike  
pastor_mike@redeem
erwarsaw.org   
cell:574-527-9483 

•Change•     

Property Purchase 
At the Special Voter’s 
Assembly held on 
August 22, the Voter’s 
approved to purchase 
the property next 
door via a mortgage 
from the current 
owner. We now look 
to put this purchase 
to work for Him.  
Next will be the 
conversation as to 
how this will be 
accomplished.  
Debt Reduction 
Envelopes are 
available at the 
welcome center 

Name:______________________________________

I’d like to donate to the Altar Flowers ($25) 

in honor of:________________________________  on this date:___________ 

Please use this insert and place in the church mail box 

I’d like to join an awesome Bible Study! attend as many as you like! 

I would like assistance from the Youth Group  
 (yard work, cleaning, a visit …)  

I would like to help with Sunday School, IMPACT, nursery 

Volunteering at Lincoln School & Little Steps Daycare.                                    
I am interested in learning about the many opportunities on how to implement 
our Vision Statement.   

• Christmas Decoration Take Down TODAY, 12:15pm 

• Voter’s Assembly THIS Thursday, January 16, 6pm  

• Rummage Sale 2021 Barb appreciates the Rummage Sale 
contributions. She asked that no additional items be brought 
into church as storage space is limited. As this is a huge 
undertaking, we organize the sale every other year.                             
The next Rummage Sale will be in 2021

Redeemer Volunteering & Events 
Sign up sheet 

(Please place sign-ups in the Office mailbox)

 Sunday Morning Bible Study        Monday Evening Women’s Bible Study 

 Wednesday Noon Bible Study



"Are You Listening Rightly?" 
Psalm 29:3-4 - The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders. The 
voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

There's an old romantic ballad written in the 50s whose languid melancholy refrain 
touches the sentimental heart, "In the wee small hours of the morning, while the whole 
wide world is fast asleep ... that's the time you miss her most of all." Your longing heart 
finds no patience, secures no peace, and enjoys no rest until the voice of the one you love 
enters your presence. In the solitude of darkness, you lie still and imagine that beautiful 
voice. Calm fills your soul. Your world is at peace once again. When you listen rightly, you 
can still hear her voice.  

The voice of the Lord thunders from heaven, the psalmist writes. It shakes the cedars; it 
rocks the wilderness; it strips the forests bare. The voice of the Lord is full of majesty, 
power, and glory. Who can stand in the presence of the almighty voice of God? 
Who wants to stand before such an awesome God? It would be like trying to compose 
yourself after lightning strikes with ear-splitting thunder so close that your bones rattle and 
your knees wobble. Such a "voice," such a rattling, you do not desire to hear again. Such 
an earth-shaking voice creates only fear, not love, in the heart of all who hear-fear that 
your wee little life could so easily be stamped out in one short moment. Fear that shakes 
you with the thought that there is no way to discern whether this powerful voice of the Lord 
is for you or against you. You fear the One who holds your eternal destiny in His hands. 
How then do you hear and listen to His voice rightly? 

Yes, indeed, God speaks loudly in the uncontrollable power and majesty of nature. God 
created and sustains the world by the irresistible voice of His command. But can your 
heart fall in love with such a majestic, over-powering God? Fear, yes, but love? I think not. 
Once God spoke directly to all of ancient Israel encamped at Mt. Sinai. He thundered out 
His Ten Commandments to be obeyed. The instant response of the chosen people was 
fear, not love. They say in Exodus 20:19b, "Moses, 'You speak to us, and we will listen; 
but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.'" Then, where can my heart hear His beautiful 
voice rightly? Where? 

Already the Christmas carols fade from our memories. Already the displays are boxed up, 
and our homes slowly return to normal, but the Bethlehem carol we must not forget. "How 
silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is given! So, God imparts to human hearts, the 
blessings of His heaven." In the wee small hours of the morning, in the quiet dusty streets 
of Bethlehem, God speaks more powerfully than the thunderous bombardment of a 
hundred lightning bolts. Here, Mary cradles baby Jesus in her arms and gently kisses His 
forehead. Everything about Him is a miracle! His birth, His life, His cross and death, His 
resurrection tells every listening heart that this is God, and that He is here to stay. Here, in 
Bethlehem, is Immanuel. God in Christ is for us! 

Now we have listened rightly and heard the beautiful voice of God. 

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, only in Your dear Son do I rightly hear Your voice. It is 
the voice of love and peace, joy and salvation for my soul. O Lord, give me ears that listen 
and a heart that believes rightly. Amen.

He Loved Me First  

There is a very familiar hymn (song), “O How I love Jesus.” 
Who wrote it?_________________________. When? __________.  

A) We were loved even before we took our first _____________.  
1) God tells us, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you. Before you 

were born, I set you apart for my holy purpose.” (Jer. 1:5a GW) 
2) Our lives are filled with messages that we need to earn _____ by 

purchasing the perfect gift or making the perfect dessert or saying the 
perfect things. 

3) But from the beginning, God loved us _______, and we were far from 
perfect. 

B) When Jesus came out of the Jordan river, there was a ______ from 
heaven: 
“This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am pleased.”              
                                                                                              (Matt. 3:17 GW)  
1) We didn’t hear that at our baptism or others, but those are _____ 

sentiments. 
2) ________ Jesus started His ministry, God was pleased with Him. 
3) Before we do anything, God __________ us! 

C) There are 2 basic types of baptism: 
1) A _________ baptism, when adults & children choose to be baptized after 

they’ve confessed their faith. 
•As in the Ethiopian eunuch who tells Philip, “Look, there’s some water. 
What can keep me from being baptized?” (Acts 8:36b GW) 

2) Another type of baptism doesn’t require prior ______________. 
•The Bible tells us about this baptism when Cornelius’s entire family, 
including slaves, were baptized. (Acts 8) 

3) Baptism is the pure, grace-filled, unconditional love of God ____________. 
•It’s actually God who does the work; before, during & after the baptism. 

D) Baptism is like an ____________, drawing us to be the lights that shine 
God’s love to the world. 
1) In baptism, God establishes a new _____________ with us. 
2) Even when we step out of that relationship, God continues to honor it. 
3) In Matthew 3, by being baptized, Jesus showed us the _______. 

Close: That’s the love Jesus shows us; one without doing anything or we deserve. 

Answers: Frederick Whitfield, 1855, A) breath, 2) love, 3) first, B) voice, 1) God’s, 2) Before, 3) loves, C) 1) 
believer’s, 2) belief, 3) in action, D) initiation, 1) relationship, 3) way.  


