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Pastor’s Message 

by Pastor Michael C. Linderman, Ph. D. 

Happy New Year! Each January 6th, the Christmas season ends and 
Epiphany begins. And what is this season for? Well, first a review of the 
seasons of the Church year.  

In the calendar year that the Church uses to keep time, there are two 
cycles. Easter, the oldest cycle in Church practice, is preceded by its 
preparatory time called Lent, and followed by its “ordinary” time called 
Pentecost. The second cycle surrounds Christmas, with its preparatory 
time called Advent, and its ordinary time called Epiphany.  The colors of 
the church signify the parts of these cycles. The preparatory seasons are 
either purple (Lent) or blue (Advent), the festival seasons are always white 
(Easter and Christmas), and the regular times after the festivals are always 
green (Pentecost and Epiphany). 

The three seasons in each cycle mimic the life cycle of seeds: dormancy 
(blue/purple), germination (white), and growth (green). Jesus said God’s 
saving Word grows like a seed in our hearts. First, we await God’s action 
(waiting, praying), then it is revealed (in deep trust, or maybe an “ah-ha” 
moment), and then our faith experiences growth. Thus the church 
seasons symbolize our experience of faith. 

The focus of Epiphany is always on the manifestation (“epiphany”) of 
God’s gracious action in the world through the birth and miracles of 
Christ in the world. What are the miracles of Christ in the world?  Well, 
there are those in the Bible, but the most important one is you! Your 
believing, trusting heart is God’s greatest miracle of faith. Then what is 
Epiphany for? It is your opportunity to learn about this miracle of faith in 
your heart, and in the assembly of faithful that we call the Church. Maybe 
a good New Year’s Resolution for 2019 would be to set our minds to 
learn more about this miracle of faith. Peace to you and your loved ones 
in 2019!  +PL



  
Social Ministry 

by Sharon Hearn

Shop AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price 
of eligible purchases to The Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer. Be sure to 
select our congregation at “Supporting” 
on AmazonSmile.

Thank  you to everyone who donated to The 
Giving Tree! Redeemer's generosity never 
ceases to amaze! 

In 2019 Social Ministry will be coordinating 
Redeemer's participation in the NJ Synod 
Bishop's Cow Challenge. The Bishop's Cow 
Challenge is meant to help congregations 
grow in awareness, generosity, service and 
advocacy in response to hunger. 

Social Ministry envelope collections for the 
month of January will be donated to 
Lutheran World Relief. 

Worship and Music 

by Gerhart Lempp

You like dealing with flowers? 

Due to the “retirement” of the present flower 
coordinating person we are in need of 
somebody who can take care of this task during 
the cause of the year. It involves submitting of 
our needs for flowers by establishing and 
submitting to our flower supplier a listing when 
and what flowers need to be supplied based on 
the liturgical time of the year. This is a well 
established system and is easy to handle. In 
addition, for holidays, special orders need to be 
placed and coordinated including placement at 
the altar and removal again. If you are interested 
in donating your time for this task to our 
congregation and would like more information 
about it please contact Gerhart Lempp (cell 
phone: 551-262-5307 or  email: 
rosger@aol.com.) 

Help us find a piano for the Fellowship Hall. 

 The piano in the Fellowship Hall is nearing the 
end of its useful life and we need to keep our 
eyes open for a replacement -- preferably one 
that someone is prepared to donate.  What we’re 
looking for is a sturdy upright in good condition.  
If you find one that looks like it might meet our 
need, get me a few pictures of the piano itself, 
especially one showing the brand name (usually 
on the inside of the keyboard cover).  From there 
we can have a look to make sure it works for us.  
If you find one that sounds good, send Fran 
Morton a note music@redeemerramsey.org or 
call Fran on her mobile  201-315-7384 
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The Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer invites you to our 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
and Luncheon on  

Sunday, January 27  

following the 10:15 am worship 
service. 
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Volunteer Opportunity 

Scheduling software, in our case Ministry 
Scheduler Pro (MSP), has three main features.  

1.      Allows volunteers to submit availability 
online or through the mobile app. 

2.      Accommodates volunteers with busy 
schedules, keeps families together and avoids 
double bookings. 

3.      Reduces no shows with auto reminders 
and let volunteers find their own subs online 
or through the mobile app. 

MSP saves hours of time by ditching the post-
it notes, Excel spreadsheets, phone calls, and 
data entry for one streamlined system! 
Coordinating all the ministries becomes a 
cinch, and frustrating conflicts that cause 
stress and volunteer burnout will be a thing of 
the past. Volunteers take ownership with 
online access to update away dates and 
receive automatic email reminders. 

For volunteers, online access to your schedule 
and preferences makes it easier than ever to 
stay involved at your pace. If you’re going on 
vacation or need to change service times, just 
enter your dates online. When the unexpected 
comes up, instead of calling a long list of 
contacts to find a sub, you can easily submit 
your request from your smartphone, or fill in 
for someone who can’t make it. And if you 
have family that serves, MSP makes sure you’re 
not coming to different services on the same 
weekend. Now you can share your talents and 
keep control of your time. 

Need help?  Stephanie will be in Fellowship 
Hall during coffee hour in January to answer 

WANTED: Team Captains to organize a 
Redeemer team for the 2019 Relay for Life of 
Ramsey for the American Cancer Society, 
“Under the Sea” June 7, 2019.  The Kick-Off 
Celebration will be held at RHS February 26, 
2019 (snow date 28th).  If you are interested to 
organizing a youth and adult team, please 
contact Stephanie, 
faithformation@redeemerramsey.org.  More 
information about Ramsey’s Relay for Life can be 
found at: 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/
RFLCY19NER?pg=entry&fr_id=92334 

Relay For Life is the signature fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society. Relay is staffed and 
coordinated by volunteers in more than 3,500 
communities and 27 countries.  Join us and 
bring communities together to remember loved 
ones lost, honor survivors of all cancers, and 
raise money to help the American Cancer 
Society make a global impact on cancer. 

Why Use Scheduling Software? 

questions.  Or, you can call or email her.  She is 
happy to help!  We are especially in need of 
assistant ministers and ushers.  Please update 
your profile by January 31 as we will be posting 
the March - May schedule in early February.  If 
you are interested in serving on Ash Wednesday 
or during Holy Week and Easter, please email 
Stephanie at 
FaithFormation@RedeemerRamsey.org 
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Dedication in Memoriam 

Bruce Whitaker and daughter, Melissa Oliver, stand by the newly 
planted tree dedicated to the memory of Karen Whitaker.
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Faith Formation Views 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director

I am so grateful to all the volunteers who 
contributed during November and 
December.   

Our Middle School youth attended NJ 
Synod’s Among the Wolves retreat at 
Fairview Lake Camp in Stillwater, NJ 
November 16-18.  Thank you to Jennifer 
Hommez for acting as a chaperone from 
Redeemer and acting as a small group 
leader at the retreat.  Thank you to Robert 
Buettner and Trish Habas for being 
drivers. 

Our Christmas Pageant could not have 
happened without all the many 
volunteers who gave of their time and 
talents.  Thank you to all the parents who 
helped out at the pageant rehearsal.  
When faced with a dozen pizzas and a 
throng of hungry children, they mobilized 
and knew exactly what to do and I am so 
grateful.  Thank you to Diane McGregor 
for creating and printing the Christmas 
Pageant bulletins.  Thank you to Fran 
Morton for accompanying all the soloists 
and ensembles.  Thank you to Nancy 
Foelsch, Lee March, Ashley Pacenza, and 
Karen Wilson who helped shepherd the 
children during the rehearsal and 
pageant.  Thank you to Michelle Austin for 
leading the costume effort for the 
pageant participants.  The kids looked 
wonderful!  Thank you to Amber Cusack 

who worked with our littlest ones, teaching 
them the song that they performed so 
beautifully!  Thank you to Ashley Pacenza for 
stepping in leading the youngest singers in 
their performance!  Thank you to Ed Stengel 
for leading our junior orchestra.  It was 
wonderful that our youth were able to share 
their talents!   

A final huge thank you to Jennifer Hommez, 
whose vision for a Christmas pageant is one 
where every child is able to share his or her 
gifts with the congregation through spoken 
word, music and song.  It is Jenn’s passion, 
tireless efforts and planning that make the 
Christmas pageant so wonderful for 
participants and the congregation alike.  
The addition of accompaniment on ukuleles 
this year was wonderful.  Thank you! 

January begins the calendar new year with 
planning and budgets for 2019 and our 
annual congregational meeting.  During 
2019, please pray about your role in 
children, youth, and young adult ministries.  
We made wonderful strides in 2018 and we 
want to continue to move forward in faith 
for our kids and teens. 
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MORE THAN 29 YEARS AGO, the Souper Bowl of Caring began 
with a simple prayer from a single youth group: 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help 
us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 

Since that day, more than $143 million has been raised for 
local charities across the country through Souper Bowl of 
Caring. It has become a powerful movement that is 
transforming the time around the Big Game into the nation’s 
largest celebration of giving and serving. 

Through this mission, young people learn what it’s like to 
make a positive difference in the world – as they  collect food, 
raise money and volunteer to work in charities that provide 
shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry and compassion to 
those in need. 

Be part of this movement that is sharing God’s love with 
those in need. Please give generously on Super Bowl Sunday. 

Every dollar donated goes to 

our 2019 Souper Bowl of Caring charity of choice. 

 

Center for Food Action - Mahwah 

Christian Education News 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Chair
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Activity Bags for Worship 

There are colorful canvas activity bags in 
the Coat Room for children who need to 
be occupied during the worship services. 
Please be sure to return the bags when 
leaving church.  

Christian Education News 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Chair

My Grown-Up & Me Sunday School 
class 

An adult/child Sunday school class is 
offered during Sunday school for our 
littlest members and an accompanying 
adult. If you have a child under 3, please 
consider bringing them to this program. 
You will meet other parents and your 
child will make his or her first Sunday 
school friends.  It is a fun time had by all! 

Youth Lunch with Pastor  

Once per month Pastor Linderman will 
be taking the 8th – 12th graders out to 
lunch after the 10:15am service.  In 
January the date is January 6 at 
12:30pm at the Majestic Diner in 
Ramsey. 

Save the Date – Vacation Bible School, 
 August 5-9, 2019  

Roar!  Life is Wild.  God is good.  This epic 
African adventure engages the whole 
herd.  At Roar, kids explore God's 
goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith 
that powers them through this wild life. 

Reminder – All 3rd – 6th grade students 
should bring their Good News Bibles 
each week to use in Sunday School. 

Raise Them Up! – January 13 at 9:15am 
in Fellowship Hall 

We are continuing our ministry to parents 
of children and teens.  While their 
children are in Sunday school, parents are 
invited to meet with Pastor Linderman to 
begin a dialogue on what it means to 
raise a child as a Lutheran today.  This is 
an opportunity to meet other parents as 
well as engage in parenting discussions.  
This year we will be discussing the book 
Raising Teens in an Almost Christian 
World: A Parent's Guide by Dietrich Kirk.  
The book can be purchased for $8.99 on 
Amazon, or just come to the discussion.  
We will be discussing through Lesson 
Three during this third of five sessions. 
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Confirmation News 

On December 9th the students learned 
about Grace and on December 16th we had 
a family Christmas party.  On January 6th the 
confirmands and their parents will be 
attending as session on Discipleship and 
Worship.  Then on January 20th the students 
will have a class on Law and Gospel. 

Our 7th graders are preparing for 
Confirmation by attending a pre-
confirmation class held during Sunday 
school time that covers the Bible from 
creation to Revelation.  In December the 
students read about the Exodus.  In January 
the students will be reading from the books 
of Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua 
and Judges. 

Adult Ed –Monday, January 28, 7:30 pm 

For the 2018-2019 year, we will be using the 
seven part series entitled “Animate: Faith.”  
This program explores the central topics of 
Christianity including God, religion, Jesus, 
salvation, the cross, the Bible, and the church.  
November’s session is entitled “Salvation: 
Abundant Life Now.” Wednesday Morning Bible Study at 10 am 

Wednesday morning Bible study meets at 
10am in Fellowship Hall.  We are reading the 
Book of Acts. 

Knitting and Crocheting NEW Small Group 
Ministry – Wednesdays 10:30 am to Noon 

We have started a small group ministry of 
knitters and people who crochet to make 
prayer shawls, receiving blankets, lap afghans 
and other items for those in need.  Come as 
often as can!  Projects can be worked on at 
home too.  All types of projects are 
encouraged and anyone is welcome!  
Interested?  Contact Sharon Vogel at 
slvogel27@gmail.com or 201.887.6109. 

Christian Education News 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Chair

Book Group – January 7 

The next meeting of the book group will be on 
Monday, January 7 at 7:30pm.  The book to be 
discussed is Educated: a memoir by Tara 
Westover. 
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Christian Education News 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Chair

Winter Wonderland
Every season brings something new

RReeggiisstteerr  aatt::
wwwwww..CCrroossssRRooaaddssRReettrreeaatt..ccoomm

JJaannuuaarryy  1188    2200,,  22001199
CCoosstt::  VVaarriieess  ddeeppeennddiinngg  
oonn  llooddggiinngg  aanndd  aaggee..

FFrriieennddss  ++  FFaammiillyy==FFrraammiillyy

Laughter: the music of  the soul

Register at:
www.CrossRoadsRetreat.com

Cost: $25
Date: April 4, 2019
Arrival: 9 am
Departure: 4 pm

WOW 
Women Of  the Woods

Laughter lifts the 
heart and affirms our 
  connection with one 
another.  It helps us to 
shift our perspective 
and to not take 
ourselves too 
seriously.  Laughter 
opens us up and helps 
us to let go.  Indeed, 
laughter is a gift for 
our spirits. 

Led by: The Rev. Mary Cat Young  &  Pastor Becca Seely
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Christian Education News 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Chair

Winter Youth Assembly 
NJ Synod Sr. High Retreat
Feb. 8-10, 2019

@ Fairview Lake YMCA Camp 
Stillwater, NJ 

www.fairviewlakeymca.org

For youth in grades 9-12 & their adult leaders. 
Can you bring friends?  Yes!  

Music led by the Synod Youth Band and Larry Olson! 

Register 12/15-1/21, cost is $125 
Register 1/22-28, cost is $145 
        Registration opens 12/15 

Scholarship $$ available! 

More info & registration link:  
 www.njsynod.org/wya

Winter Youth Assembly is a chance to make friends, have 
some fun, serve people in need, and grow closer to God.  

It’s a special weekend to relax, sing, pray and play together.
It’s a safe, welcoming, holy place for ALL!
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This Trip is an excellent opportunity to serve Jesus in the people of 
Washington, DC!  The group will see some of the sights of our 
nation’s capitol and engage in a variety of community service 

projects. This wonderful event fills up early, so plan accordingly!

Serve DC 2019 

The New Jersey Synod Middle School

Washington, DC Servant Trip 

July 15-19, 2019

Who:  Youth completing grades 6-9 
& adult sponsors (youth must be at least 12 years old)

Cost:  $250  scholarships available

Registration and more information: www.njsynod.org/servedc

Registra)on	ques)ons:		
Dawn	Roberts,	609-586-6800,	
droberts@njsynod.org	

Event	Coordinator			
Janis	Provost,	janis1455@aol.com

Christian Education News 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Chair
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Faith

OOppeenn  HHoouussee
AApprriill  2277                  MMaayy  1188                        JJuunnee  11
TToouurr  ssttaarrttss  aatt  1100::3300  ffrroomm  tthhee  LLooddggee..

RReeggiisstteerr  aatt::  wwwwww..CCrroossssRRooaaddssRReettrreeaatt..ccoomm

FriendsNature

CCoommee  aanndd  vviissiitt  CCrroossss  RRooaaddss  CCaammpp  
aanndd  RReettrreeaatt  CCeenntteerr..  LLeeaarrnn  aallll  aabboouutt  
oouurr  ssuummmmeerr  aanndd  yyeeaarrrroouunndd  
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess..  TTaakkee  aa  ttoouurr  ooff  ccaammpp,,  
hheeaarr  ssttoorriieess  aabboouutt  ssuummmmeerr  ccaammpp,,  
aasskk  qquueessttiioonnss  aanndd  ffiinniisshh  wwiitthh  aa  
ddeelliicciioouuss  lluunncchh  iinn  tthhee  DDiinniinngg  HHaallll..

All Ages Sunday School, Thanksgiving Weekend, 2018

Christian Education News 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Chair
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fri Sat

1 2 
10:00A Bible 
Study 

10:30A Knitting 
and Crocheting

3 
10:00A Al-Anon 
Fellowship Hall 

7:30P Choir 
Rehearsal

4 5

Epiphany of Our Lord                               6 

8:00A Service of Holy Communion 
9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Service of Holy Communion 
11:15A Coffee Hour 
12:30P Youth Lunch with Pastor 
4:30 Confirmation:Discipleship and 
Worship 

7 

7:30P 
Book 
Group 

8 

7:30P 
Council 
Meeting

9 

10:00A Bible 
Study 

10:30A Knitting 
and Crocheting

Deadline for     10 
Redeemer 
Reminder 

10:00A Al-Anon 
Fellowship Hall 

7:30P Choir 
Rehearsal

11 12

Baptism of Our Lord                                13 

8:00A Service of Holy Communion 
9:15A Sunday School/Raise Them Up 
10:15A Service of Holy Communion 
11:15A Coffee Hour 

14 15 16 

10:00A Bible 
Study 

10:30A Knitting 
and Crocheting

17 

10:00A Al-Anon 
Fellowship Hall 

7:30P Choir 
Rehearsal

18           19 

Second Sunday after Epiphany             20 

8:00A Service of Holy Communion 
9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Service of Holy Communion 
11:15A Coffee Hour 
 4:30P Confirmation: Law and Gospel

21 22 23 

10:00A Bible 
Study 

10:30A Knitting 
and Crocheting

24 

10:00A Al-Anon 
Fellowship Hall 

7:30P Choir 
Rehearsal

25 26

Third Sunday after Epiphany                 27 

8:00A Service of Holy Communion 
9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Service of Holy Communion 
11:15A Annual Meeting

28 
7:30P 
Adult Ed

29 30 
10:00A Bible 
Study 

10:30A Knitting 
and Crocheting

31 
10:00A Al-Anon 
Fellowship Hall 

7:30P Choir 
Rehearsal
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Advent Season Photos

Patricia Worth, who lives at the Veterans' 
Home in Paramus, receiving a lap blanket 
from our new Knitting group, which meets 

each Wednesday at 10am

Combined Redeemer/St. John's/First Presbyterian Choir, at the first annual Advent 
Lessons and Carols, Dec. 9, 2018
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Christmas Pageant 2018

Redeemer's Youth Orchestra, led by Ed Stengel.
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Advent Party Photos 
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Advent Party Photos 
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Advent Party Photos 
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“Caring for our Community” 
 

RamseyResponds@gmail.com                                      www.RamseyResponds.com 
 

   Ramsey Responds 
     PO Box 724 
     Ramsey, NJ  07446 
     201-312-4843 

 
 
 
 
 
January 2, 2019 
 
 
Dear Stephanie and Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you so much for participating in our Adopt a Family/Giving Tree 
event.  
 
The hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves from your mitten tree will help keep 
our needy Ramsey residents warm this winter. 
 
We appreciate your support and help in “caring for our community”. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Diane Sundermann 
Administrative Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You 
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Our Congregational Family Celebrates 

Redeemer Reminder Articles for the 
month of February are due Thursday,        

January 17 . Please submit to 
office@redeemerramsey.org  or 
denise.bogatch@hotmail.com. 

 

 
 
1/1 Georgianna Gould, Pat Pacenza 
1/4 Ryan Brazel, Theresa Vandevander 
1/5 Janet Brazel, Chelsey Hudson  
1/6 Samantha Massaro, Ed Stengel 
1/7 Ava Mastrofilipo 
1/8 Alexa Austin, Morgan Coonrad, Lois 

Spreen 
1/9 Mira Linderman-Vento 
1/10 Logan Coonrad, Richard Roller  
1/11 Tommy Austin, Diana Farquharson 
1/12 Carol McCabe, Lois Rosu 
1/13 Kristen Kunz 
1/14 Tom Knichel, Ryan Layng 
1/15 Sean Martel 
1/16 Christiana Mones, Guy Vogt 
1/17 Delores Godwin, Andrew Grunfelder 
1/18 Carol Forbes 
1/19 Macey Grosse, Walt Kaiser 
1/20 Dave Daehnke, Jaclyn O’Keefe 
1/21 Megan Hanys, Ariel McKeown, Alex 

Shields, Bob Sundermann 
1/24 Casey Conner, Ted Ufferfilge 
1/26 Dick Dexter, Noah Eide, Trisha Manke 
1/27 Jack Farquharson 
1/28 Jim Van Duzer, Charlotte Vierling 
1/30 Dot Holmes 
1/31 Tim Stadinski 
 
 

 
Wedding Anniversaries 

 
1/2 Christine and Jason Vonderhaar 
1/18 Beth and Peter Austin 
1/31 Rosemarie and Edward Finn 
 

 
Baptismal Anniversaries 

 
 

1/5 Oliver Finlayson 
1/8 Natalie Gurney, Gail Stengel 
1/12 Aaron March 
1/19     Eden Hudson 
1/21 Emily Sheilds 
1/22 Braeleigh Peterson 
1/24 Aiden and Brandon Chernick 
1/28 Christian Doherty 
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