
Confession and Absolution 

 
425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
    On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
    And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

    Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
    I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 
3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet 

    Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

    That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
    Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 



C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O 

Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; 

therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, 

call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 
from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, 

forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His 

Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the 



name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit Psalm 69:14–16; antiphon: v. 9 

For zeal for your house has con- | sumed me,* 
 and the reproaches of those who reproach 
you have fall- | en on me. 
Deliver me from sinking | in the mire;* 
 let me be delivered from my enemies and 
from the deep | waters. 
Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep 
swal- | low me up,* 
 or the pit close its mouth | over me. 
Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast | love is 
good;* 
 according to your abundant mercy, | turn to 
me. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
For zeal for your house has con- | sumed me,* 
 and the reproaches of those who reproach 
you have fall- | en on me. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have 
mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 
astray from Your ways and bring them 
again with penitent hearts and steadfast 
faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1–17 

 
1
And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 
2
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. 
 

3
“You shall have no other gods before me. 

 
4
“You shall not make for yourself a carved 

image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 

5
You shall 

not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third 
and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 
6
but showing steadfast love to thousands of 



those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
 

7
“You shall not take the name of the LORD 

your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
 

8
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

9
Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 

10
but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD 

your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, 
or your son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your 
livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 
gates. 

11
For in six days the LORD made heaven 

and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 
rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
 

12
“Honor your father and your mother, that 

your days may be long in the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you. 
 

13
“You shall not murder. 

 
14

“You shall not commit adultery. 
 

15
“You shall not steal. 

 
16

“You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor. 
 

17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; 

you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, 
or his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

 
18

The word of the cross is folly to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 

19
For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I 
will thwart.” 

20
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe. 

22
For Jews demand signs 

and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23

but we preach 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
folly to Gentiles, 

24
but to those who are called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 

25
For the foolishness of 

God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. 
 

26
For consider your calling, brothers: not 

many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 

27
But God chose what is 

foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 

28
God chose what is low and despised 

in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 

29
so that no human 

being might boast in the presence of God. 
30

He 
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom 
God made our wisdom and our righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption. 

31
Therefore, 



as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast 
in the Lord.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Holy Gospel John 2:13–22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 

13
The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14

In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 

15
And making a whip of cords, he drove 

them all out of the temple, with the sheep and 
oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16

And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 

17
His disciples 

remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” 
 

18
So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you 

show us for doing these things?” 
19

Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 

20
The Jews then 

said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21

But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 

22
When therefore he was raised from the 



dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and 
invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the 
Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures 



          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
973 Thy Word Is a Lamp 

ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 

 
1 When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are 



near. 
Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

 
2 I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 

My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your 
side; 
And I will love You to the end. Refrain 

Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000252 

 
Sermon  What Were You Expecting? 

 
Special Music 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in 

Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs. 
 
O Lord, our jealous God, save the third and 
fourth generations that will come after us 
from Your punishment by filling us with 
Your Son’s zeal for Your house in these 
Lenten days, that we may cast out every 
idol from our hearts and love only You and 
Your commandments. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, our God, You have brought us out 

of slavery to sin through Christ Jesus, 
whom You have made to be our wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption. Bless all those whom You 



send to preach Christ crucified to us, that 
we may ever know and live in the truth of 
Your power in His cross. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, preserve and bless all 

Christian households, that husbands and 
wives would live in love and service to each 
other, that fathers and mothers would 
diligently bring up their children in Your 
fear, and that children would honor their 
parents and be well equipped for service to 
their neighbors in this life. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord of the perfect Law, You have called 

us to honor our parents and all other 
authorities, that it might go well with us in 
our land. Bless _____________ and all 
those who watch over and govern us in 
Your stead. Make them wise in Your ways, 
that Your justice may be upheld among us, 
and help us to serve and obey them in 
accord with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O God, whose steadfast love in Christ is 

good, turn in Your abundant mercy to 
_____________ and all who suffer in our 
midst, that the flood may not sweep over 
them nor the pit close its mouth on them. 
Deliver them from sinking into the mire and 



deep waters, and grant them healing, 
comfort and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, You bless this day and make it holy 

with Your Word and the gifts of Your altar. 
Grant us to come before You in humble 
repentance to eat Your Son’s body and 
blood, that we may not boast in ourselves 
in Your presence but in Christ alone. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, as three 

days after the temple of Your Son’s body 
was destroyed by wicked men He raised it 
up again, grant that on the Last Day we 
and all the saints who now rest in Your 
presence may share in the glory of His 
resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P All these things and whatever else You 

know that we need, grant us, Father, for 
the sake of Him who died and rose again 
and now lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

  
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Stand 



 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give 
thanks for Your boundless love shown to 
us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him 
our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen 
from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will 
overcome sin and death and will rise again 
to new life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

 



 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of 

all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
At Your command, Abraham prepared to 
offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the 
mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a 
ram as a substitute. We give You thanks 
that on Calvary You spared not Your only 
Son but sent Him to offer His life as a 
ransom for many. 
  
As we eat and drink His body and blood, 
grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in 
Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He 
has taught us: 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when 

He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
645 Built on the Rock 

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 
    Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 
    Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the souls distressed, 
    Longing for rest everlasting. 

 
2 Surely in temples made with hands 

    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, 
    All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
    Making our bodies His temple. 



 
3 We are God’s house of living stones, 

    Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, 
Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
    With all His grace and His favor. 

 
4 Here stands the font before our eyes, 

    Telling how God has received us. 
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 
    And what His Supper here gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 
Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
    And evermore, our Redeemer. 

 
5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
    Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 

Text: Public domain 

 
575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 

 
ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
 



2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 

 
3 His oath, His covenant and blood 

Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 

 
4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! 
Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
628 Your Table I Approach 

1 Your table I approach; 
    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 
Let not an unrepentant heart 
    Prove hurtful to me there. 

 
2 Lord, I confess my sins 

    And mourn their wretched bands; 
A contrite heart is sure to find 
    Forgiveness at Your hands. 

 
3 Your body and Your blood, 

    Once slain and shed for me, 
Are taken at Your table, Lord, 
    In blest reality. 

 
4 Search not how this takes place, 

    This wondrous mystery; 



God can accomplish vastly more 
    Than what we think could be. 

 
5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 
6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 
You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of 
Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T 

give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

1 Almighty Father, bless the Word 
Which through Your grace we now have 
heard. 



Oh, may the precious seed take root, 
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 

 
2 We praise You for the means of grace 

As homeward now our steps we trace. 
Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 
May all at last in heav’n appear. 

 

D 3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Public domain 
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