
REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTER 

May 24, 2020 8:30 A.M. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
                   
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH IN GOD AND LOVE TO COUNTRY 
 
HYMN The Star Spangled Banner 
 (Melody HFOG 888) 

O say can you see by the dawn’s early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous 

fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 
O say, does that Star Spangled Banner yet wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

 
PLEDGE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 
People: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States 

of America, and to the republic for which it stands, 
one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all. 

 
HYMN The Star Spangled Banner 

O thus be it ever when free men shall stand 
Between their loved homes and the war’s desolation! 
Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-rescued land 
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation! 
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto, “In God is our trust,” 
And the Star Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

 
PLEDGE TO THE CHRISTIAN FLAG 
People: I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag and to the 

Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one 

brotherhood, uniting all mankind in service and 
love. 

 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 
People: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand 

of God, so that at the proper time He may exalt you.  In 
repentant faith, we come before the Lord in confession. 

 
(Silence for reflection) 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father,  
People: we, who are by nature sinful and separated from 

You, confess our sinfulness.  We have sinned by 
thinking only of ourselves, not others,  by saying 
words that hurt, not heal, and our actions that do 
not show love, but indifference.  How often we 
have failed to cast our anxieties on You.  How often 
we have failed to live in the oneness You give.   
Forgive us for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Pastor: Our sins have been washed away by the blood of 

Jesus, our Lord.  As a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.   

People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYER FOR THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

King of glory, Lord of hosts, You are uplifted in triumph 
far above the heavens.  We pray, do not leave us 
without comfort, but send us the promised Spirit of 
truth, that in Him, we may be one. You live and reign 



with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    Acts 1:15–26  
Reader:  

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the 
company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, 
the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became 
a guide to those who arrested Jesus.  17 For he was numbered 
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.”  18 (Now this 
man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling 
headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 
out.  19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that 
is, Field of Blood.)  20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 
“ ‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell 
in it’; and “ ‘Let another take his office.’  

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning 
from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from 
us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection.”  23 And they put forward two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias.  24 And they 
prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show 
which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 
his own place.”  26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND LESSON                                 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
Reader:  

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you.  13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed.  14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer 
or as a meddler.  16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  17 For it is time 
for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with 
us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel 
of God?  18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will 
become of the ungodly and the sinner?”  

19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 

5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of 
God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your 
anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  8 Be sober-minded; 
be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour.  9 Resist him, firm in your faith, 
knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 
your brotherhood throughout the world.  10 And after you have 
suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to 
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, 
and establish you.  11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Reader:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Reader: The Holy Gospel according to John the seventeenth 

chapter, verses one through eleven. 
People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord 
 
Reader:  
 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and 
prayed:  

“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son 
may glorify you.  2 For you granted him authority over all people 
that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.   
3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  4 I have brought you 
glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  5 And 
now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with 
you before the world began.  

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world.  They were yours; you gave them to me and they have 
obeyed your word.  7 Now they know that everything you have 
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sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 
children but always rule our hearts and minds by Your 
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION:   
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and grant you peace. 

People: (sing) Amen, Amen, Amen 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 


