
Page 1 of 9 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Highland, Indiana 

 

Advent Midweek Three (Evening Prayer) 

December 20, 2023 
Ringing of the Bells 

 

Service of Light 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Caption 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 
L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and 

a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet 

and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify 

You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us 

that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and 

may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

 

587 I Know My Faith Is Founded 
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Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Matthew 1:18–25 
L A reading from Matthew, chapter 1. 

  

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 

they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man 

and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel 

of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took 

his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading Psalm 98 
L A reading from Psalm, chapter 98. 
  

1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

 for he has done | marvelous things!* 

His right hand and his holy arm 
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 have worked salva- | tion for him. 
2The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

 to the house of | Israel.* 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

 the salvation | of our God. 

4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
5Sing praises to the LORD | with the lyre,* 

 with the lyre and the sound of | melody! 
6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn* 

 make a joyful noise before the | King, the LORD! 

7Let the sea roar, and all that | fills it;* 

 the world and those who | dwell in it! 
8Let the rivers clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing for joy together 
9be- | fore the LORD,* for he comes 

 to | judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with | righteousness,* 

 and the peoples with | equity. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial 

    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 
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That he whose hopes meet no denial 

    Must surely be of God preferred. 

Time passes and much change doth bring 

And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

 

6 All are alike before the Highest; 

    ’Tis easy for our God, we know, 

To raise thee up, though low thou liest, 

    To make the rich man poor and low. 

True wonders still by Him are wrought 

Who setteth up and brings to naught. 

 

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

    Perform thy duties faithfully, 

And trust His Word; though undeserving, 

    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 

God never yet forsook in need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 

being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 



Page 9 of 9 

 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 252 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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