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Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Highland, Indiana 

 

Advent Midweek Two (Evening Prayer) 

December 13, 2023 
Ringing of the Bells 

 

Service of Light 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Psalmody 
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Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us 

that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and 

may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Ruth 1 
L A reading from Ruth, chapter 1. 
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 1In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn 

in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his 

wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. 

They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left 

with her two sons. 4These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They 

lived there about ten years, 5and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and 

her husband. 

 6Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of 

Moab that the LORD had visited his people and given them food. 7So she set out from the place where she was with her 

two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 8But Naomi said to her two daughters-

in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the 

dead and with me. 9The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!” Then she kissed 

them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10And they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 
11But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb that they may 

become your husbands? 12Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I 

have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons, 13would you therefore wait till they were 

grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake 

that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me.” 14Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah 

kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

 15And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 
16But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and where 

you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 17Where you die I will die, and there 

will I be buried. May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” 18And when 

Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more. 

 19So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem, the whole town was 

stirred because of them. And the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me 

Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 21I went away full, and the LORD has brought me back empty. 

Why call me Naomi, when the LORD has testified against me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” 

 22So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from the country of Moab. 

And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading Ruth 3:6–13 
L A reading from Ruth, chapter 3. 

  

 6So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had commanded her. 7And when Boaz 

had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came softly 

and uncovered his feet and lay down. 8At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at 

his feet! 9He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, 

for you are a redeemer.” 10And he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You have made this last 

kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, whether poor or rich. 11And now, my 

daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy woman. 
12And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I. 13Remain tonight, and in the morning, if 

he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as the LORD lives, I will redeem 

you. Lie down until the morning.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading Ruth 4:13–22 
L A reading from Ruth, chapter 4. 

  

 13So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD gave her conception, and she 

bore a son. 14Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, 

and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your 

daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 16Then Naomi took the 
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child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. 17And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, 

“A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 18Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, 19Hezron fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 
20Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, 21Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22Obed 

fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading Ruth 4:13–22 
L A reading from Ruth, chapter 4. 

  

 13So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD gave her conception, and she 

bore a son. 14Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, 

and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your 

daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 16Then Naomi took the 

child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. 17And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, 

“A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 18Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, 19Hezron fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 
20Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, 21Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22Obed 

fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading Matthew 1:1–16 
L A reading from Matthew, chapter 1. 

  

 1The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

 2Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3and 

Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4and Ram 

the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5and Salmon the 

father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of 

David the king. 

 And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam 

the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father 

of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz 

the father of Hezekiah, 10and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father 

of Josiah, 11and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

 12And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
13and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14and Azor the 

father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, 

of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 
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Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt. 
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 

being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 252 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
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Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments 
Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 


