Redeemer Lutheran Church
Highland, Indiana

Advent Midweek One (Evening Prayer)
December 6, 2023

Ringing of the Bells

Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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Joy - ous light of glo-ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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Sit

set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni- verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;

may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion

and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.

» g

A - men.

Psalmody
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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(I  Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.

A b | | yu———— | | | | ]
'9" P I & I I ]‘ ]‘ [ L | | |
Y] o o g @

(1) Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us

that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and
may glorify You forever.
Amen.

547 The Lamb
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1 The Lamb, the Lamb, (0] Fa - ther, where’s the sac - ri - fice?
2 The Lamb, the Lamb, One per - fect fi - nal of - fer - ing.

3 The Lamb, the Lamb, As way - ward sheep their shep-herd kill

4 He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin  and wretch-ed - ness.
5 He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now o - ver-flows.
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Faith sees, be - lieves God will pro - vide the Lamb of price!

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing.
So still, His will On our be - half the Law to fill.

He lives, for - gives, He gives me His own righ-teous - ness.
His song  pro-long Till ev - ’ry heart to Him be - long.
A Refrain
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own! The Lamb is reign-ing on  His throne!
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001647
Reading Genesis 22:1-14

A reading from Genesis, chapter 22.

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 1.” ?He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took
two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the
place of which God had told him. #On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come
again to you.” 8And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand
the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. “And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he
said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”

8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them
together.

*When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order
and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. °Then Abraham reached out his hand and took
the knife to slaughter his son. 1'But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
And he said, “Here am 1.” ?He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you
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fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” **And Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 1*So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Hebrews 11
A reading from Hebrews, chapter 11.

INow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the people of old
received their commendation. *By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are visible.

4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous,
God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. °By faith Enoch
was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was
taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. ’By faith Noah, being warned by
God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he
went out, not knowing where he was going. °By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 1°For he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she
was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. ?Therefore from one man, and him as good as
dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.

13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar,
and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. **For people who speak thus make it clear
that they are seeking a homeland. ‘°If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would
have had opportunity to return. °But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

7By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of
offering up his only son, 8of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” *°He considered that
God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 2°By faith
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 2'By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph,
bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 2By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the
Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.

23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was
beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. /By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 2>choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting
pleasures of sin. 2He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking
to the reward. 2’By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is
invisible. 2By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch
them.

29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same,
were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 3By faith Rahab
the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

%2And what more shall | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets— 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, *quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. *\Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were
tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. *Others suffered mocking and
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 3’ They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38of whom the world was not
worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

39And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, “’since God had provided
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth
2 > f T f T ]
[ o 1 f £ — . z = I
[EANSY S— 1 I I 1 I < ]
.J ' ' I I
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2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend, The
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Lamb of God, our Sav - ijor, Whom God the Fa - ther
bear what You com - mand Me. My will con-forms to
taste Your king - dom’s plea - sure, Your blood my roy - al
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forth, My Son,” the Fa - ther said, “And free My chil - dren
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up His Son, De - sir-ing our sal-va - tion. O Love, how
be my crown; With these I need not hide me. And there, in
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stripes, the wounds, the lies, The mock -er - vy, and
stripes  are hard to bear, But by Your pas - sion
strong You are to save! You lay the One in -
gar - ments rich ly wrought, As  Your own bride shall
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yet re - plies, “All this I glad - ly suf - fer.”
they will share The fruit of Your sal - va - tion.”
to the grave Who built the earth’s foun - da - tion.
we be brought To stand in  joy be - side You.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487-1553
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001647

Tune: Public domain

Sermon
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Canticle

Stand
Magnificat
Refrain
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior.
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has  shown strength withHis . . . . ... ... ... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . . . .. .. ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . . ... ... ........ His hand-maiden.

2 and holy . .. ... ... ... ... ..... is His name;

3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.

4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . ... ... ... ... .. ..... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis . ................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . ... ... ... ... .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . .. ..... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . ... ... .. A - men. Refrain
Sit
Offering
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Prayer

Kneel/Stand

Litany

LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all
the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and
all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

| 1HER

e

Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that
peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
I_DI—Y—Y—FI

A - men.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251
Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand
Benedicamus LSB 252
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 252
(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -} Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.
702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 M Thy rich grace im - part Strength to my faint - ing heart;
3 Whlle life’s dark maze I tread And griefs  a-round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, When death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine. Now hear me while I pray; Take all my

My zeal in-spire! As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my

Be Thou my guide; Bid dark-ness turn to day, Wipe sor-row’s
Shall o’er me roll, Blest Sav -ior, then, in love, Fear and dis-
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guilt a-way; O let me from thisday Be whol -1y Thine!

love to Thee Pure, warm, and change-less be, A liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, Nor let me ev - er stray From Thee a - side.
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, A ran-somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-87
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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