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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

HIGHLAND, INDIANA 

 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

December 27, 2020 
 
 

Prelude 
 

Bells 
 

578 Thy Strong Word 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001647 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 92:1–5; antiphon: John 20:31 

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the | Son of God,* 

 and that by believing you may have life | in his name. 

It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,* 
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 to sing praises to your name, | O Most High; 

to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,* 

 and your faithful- | ness by night, 

to the music of the lute | and the harp,* 

 to the melody | of the lyre. 

For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;* 

 at the works of your hands I | sing for joy. 

How great are your works, | O LORD!* 

 Your thoughts are | very deep! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the | Son of God,* 

 and that by believing you may have life | in his name. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being instructed in 

the doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light of everlasting life; 

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 

Sit 
 

First Reading Revelation 1:1–6 

 
1
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon 

take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 
2
who bore witness to the word of 

God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 
3
Blessed is the one who reads aloud the 

words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time 

is near. 

 
4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 

who are before his throne, 
5
and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

ruler of kings on earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 
6
and made us a kingdom, priests to 

his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 119:105, 103; 45:1a, c 

Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 

 and a light | to my path. 

How sweet are your words | to my taste,* 

 sweeter than honey | to my mouth! 

My heart overflows with a | pleasing theme;* 

 my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe. 
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Epistle 1 John 1:1—2:2 

 
1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 

we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 
2
the life was made 

manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the 

Father and was made manifest to us— 
3
that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so 

that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. 
4
And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 
5
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 

darkness at all. 
6
If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

practice the truth. 
7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
8
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10

If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 

not in us. 

 
1
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
2
He is the propitiation for our sins, and 

not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 21:20–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter. 
  

 
  

 
20

Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been reclining 

at table close to him and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 
21

When Peter saw him, 

he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 
22

Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I 

come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 
23

So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this 

disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he 

remain until I come, what is that to you?” 

 
24

This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and 

we know that his testimony is true. 

 
25

Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose 

that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

523 O Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Creed 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and protected Your 

holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving 

Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant John, 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy 

we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in 

the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the 

final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
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     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

 



Page 11 of 13 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 

    To the Father’s home on high, 

Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 

    Christ, the life that cannot die. 

Mediator to the Father, 

    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 

Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 

    There to share Your wedding feast. 

 

D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 

    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 

Christ, the life and resurrection, 

    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 

Praise and thanks and adoration 

    And unending worship be 

To the Father and the Spirit 

    And to You eternally. 

Tune: Public domain 
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Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001647 

 

Stand 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

517 By All Your Saints in Warfare  
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Tune: © 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel; © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001647 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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