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GOD KNOWS BEST  

                                                        by Helen Steiner Rice 
 

Our Father knows what’s best for us, 
So why should we complain, 

We always want the sunshine, 
But He knows there must be rain. 

 
We love the sound of laughter 
And the merriment of cheer, 

But our hearts would lose their tenderness 
If we never shed a tear. 

 
Our Father tests us often 

With suffering and with sorrow. 
He tests us, not to punish us, 
But to help us meet tomorrow. 

 
For growing trees are strengthened 

When they withstand the storm, 
And the sharp cut of a chisel 

Gives the marble grace and form. 
 

God never hurts us needlessly, 
And He never wastes our pain   
For every loss He sends to us 

Is followed by rich gain. 
 

And when we count the blessings 
That God has so freely sent, 

We will find no cause for murmuring 
And no time to lament. 

 
For our Father loves His children, 

And to Him all things are plain, 
So He never sends us pleasure 

When the soul’s deep need is pain.   
 

So whenever we are troubled, 
And when everything goes wrong, 

It is just God working in us 
To make our spirit strong. 

 



Hey Pastor, I hear you are leaving.  Why? 
 
 Hey thanks for the great question. I will try to do my best to answer that. Though I have to be 
upfront in saying, I am not sure what the Lord has in mind. I can only answer from my perspective. 
  I was reading a book not that long ago which began with the quote, “change is inevitable, 
except from a vending machine.” It stuck with me. The inevitability of change and the rapidity of 
change in our days make life difficult for many of us who don’t like change. Sometimes it seems as 
though unnecessary change, or change for the sake of change, is the order of the day. This change, 
my leaving, is not about that. 
 No.  And neither is it about conflict or parting of ways, lest anyone have suspicions about that. 
No!  It’s about the Lord of the Church and His works and His ways. You and I are His servants and as 
part of the LWML pledge reminds us, we serve Him at His pleasure, not the other way around. And so 
it is the Lord who has called this Pastor to enter into a new field of work for the sake of His Church. 
And follow Him I must. Even so, I encourage you as well, to continue to follow this same Lord as He 
calls you into service in your various vocations and stations in life.  Why?  Because it is a happy and 
blessed calling, this calling to follow Him. He is the Good Shepherd and He cares for each and every 
one of us. There is no other place for us to be or to live,.. I mean really live, than at the Saviour’s side. 
 On May 29th we said our farewells. I must tell you that I was moved to the point of tears to be 
able to receive your forgiveness and to make this departure from you reconciled to you. And I was 
beyond words when we were able to end the service each of us blessing the other and commending 
each other to God and to His service. What a loving and joy-filled experience that was and continues 
to be, even now as I reflect upon it! 
 I want to say thank you to each of you, and this is the only way I can think of to do that.  And 
that is to say, from a heart filled full to the point of overflowing, thank you for all that you are, for all that 
you have done over the course of this blessed journey together. I am humbled by your love and your 
support. I leave the presence of this family feeling loved, cared for, supported, blessed to the full and 
at peace. And I am excited to share all these wonderful treasures which the Lord has bestowed on me, 
through you, with the folks the Lord has called me to serve at Lethbridge. 
 God bless each of you as you serve Him faithfully filled with His peace and joy. 

                                            In Christ, Pastor Rob 
 
Following is Pastor Rob’s new contact information: 
 
687 Red Crow Blvd W 
Lethbridge, AB T1K 7N1 
 
“My phone will remain the same at 1-403-852-3706. I have decided to just have a cellphone and no 
home phone. So you can also text to that number.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Vicar Placed At Redeemer 

Dave Reid, Lorna and myself attended the Sacred Convocation Service of the Seminary on Thursday, 
May 26th in Edmonton.  During the service Vicar Kristopher Scott Brayall was assigned to our parish.  
He prefers to be called Scott.  Following the service we had the opportunity to meet him and his wife 
Becky.  We were able to spend a few minutes together getting to know a little about them.  They are 
excited about coming to Redeemer and are looking forward to getting to know everyone. 
 
Pastor Darren Dressler (Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Airdrie) and his wife Jenn were also in 
attendance.   Pastor Darren will be Scott’s supervisor. He served his vicarage year at Airdrie under 
Pastor Rob’s supervision.  
  
We look forward to working with Pastor Darren and Scott over the next year.  They are presently trying 
to establish an arrival date for Scott and Becky. We will share that information as soon as we can. 
 
Harry Reese, 
Chairman of the Board of Elders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vicar Scott & Becky  Pastor Darren & Jenn          Becky & Scott Brayall 
Brayall   Dressler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JULY 19 – 23  inclusive 
10:00 a.m.  -  3:00 p.m. 

 
 A week of VBS will be happening for children Kindergarten and up to Grade 6.  The week will 
include crafts, songs, games and stories about Jesus.  Registration forms will be available on the 
website or at the church. 
 Helpers are needed for this week to share “Jesus, The Light of the World” with the children. 
 A donations list is posted on the church bulletin board, so that you can participate in this way. 
 Invite children to attend and pray for a successful VBS week. 
 Speak to Bev Regner or Lain Reid if you need more information. 
 

 
 

 
MISSION POSS-ABLE DINNER 

 
                 The Mission Poss-Able Dinner was held on May 25, 2016. 

      This was a special evening for 25 people that provided us with food for our tummies and 
food for our minds. We enjoyed hors d oeuvres and a delicious roast beef dinner topped off with a 
yummy dessert.  

      Ron Ludke, LAMP’s Executive Director and also a missionary pilot, joined us as our guest 
speaker. LAMP, which stands for Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots, is a cross cultural 
ministry that shares Jesus' love with people living in remote areas of northwestern Canada. Each 
summer, over 500 volunteer short-term missionaries travel north to Canada for a week or two to teach 
First Nations children about Jesus through LAMP's Vacation Bible School and Sports Ministry 
Programs. Young people and adults are impacted by the ministry, too, as teams establish 
relationships in the community through faithful witness and Christ-like love. Mr. Ludke shared stories 
about some of the children he has met over the years. A few of these children are now volunteers with 
LAMP. He shared with us that the offerings received from Sunday Schools have kept the planes in the 
air during these difficult economic times. What a blessing!  

       Thank you to all that made this an enjoyable and informative evening. 
Submitted by Di Levagood 

 
 

 
 
 
                                                    



LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
 
 After Pastor leaves, we need to visit our seniors and shut-ins more than we do now. 
 
 The funeral committee has been doing that job for 7 years.  They need a rest.  So in September, 
please be ready to step forward to help out.  These people (at least 2) will be the liaison between the 
church and pastor/vicar and funeral home.  They will let the phoning committee know what is needed.  
All church members need to be included to help out. 
 
 In May we will be serving at Chinook Winds Lodge in Carstairs and in August we will be in Aspen 
Lodge in Didsbury. 
 
 Some of our talented ladies are making a banner for the L.W.M.L. convention in B.C. in July.  
Every society in the Parkland zone will have a banner there. 
 
 Our ladies wind-up is June 6 at 11:30 at Boston Pizza in Olds.  Please let Di Levagood or Debbie 
Milford know if you can join us.  BP likes a head count. 
 
 Happy blessed summer to all! 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

PRAYERS ANSWERED 

(Trustee Report) 
 

 Redeemer has a new mower, and I mean" NEW".  A 2015 zero turn, 48" hydrostatic 

JD. The next question, "how much Wes"? ...... Well would you believe it was donated 

anonymously?  What a great gift and a surprise to find it in the shed all shiny and 

new.  Thank you!  Thank you!  It has been in use already this spring and has cut the 

mowing time in half, better yet any one can operate this baby (no need to carry tools). 

We have great people in our congregation, don't we! 

 We have a new look in the Sanctuary with 45 LED lights installed in cleaned globes. At the same 

time, the wood on the back walls had a major cleaning, probably the first in 35 years. Again, Thanks to 

the volunteers for your loving hands.  LWML donated a $1000 dollars to have the pews professionally 

cleaned, (that's 496 lineal feet of backs and benches each).  We also got the fireside flooring done to 

fill the budget.  Hats off to the ladies for the financial gift.   

 Air quality is no longer an issue with the electrical hook up completed.  We were responsible for the 

placement on the roof and also the electrical services. To date, the cost to Redeemer has been under 

$200. Thanks again to the individuals that made all this happen.  

April and May proved that Prayers are indeed answered.  Zoom! Zoom!   

                         Wes 

     



Farewell Sunday May 29, 2016 
 
Sunday May 29, 2016 we had the privilege to say good bye and thank you to Pastor Rob. After 21 
years of serving as Pastor, Pastor Rob is now answering another calling from our Lord. Rob will be 
helping congregations deal with issues and find a new Pastor for their congregation. 
 
It was very special to see 127 people attend the Farewell Service and then join us for Pastors favorite 
thing, a pot luck lunch! I do believe that we set a record for the number of crock pots that were plugged 
in throughout the church without tripping a breaker. 
 
During the pot luck there was an open mike where you could tell stories or just say thank you to pastor 
Rob  and when that was done Harry and Barry Reese presented Pastor Rob and Eric with a framed 
picture of Redeemer Lutheran Church surrounded by signatures of the congregation. 
 
Thank you Pastor Rob for all that you have done for Redeemer Lutheran Church over the past 21 
years. We wish you God’s Speed in your new position! 
 
You will be forever in our prayers, God Bless.   
 
Redeemer Lutheran Church! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule for June  

 
 The Board of Elders and newly formed Worship Committee met with Pastor Darren Dressler to 
work out a schedule for Worship Services. 
 
 One important change is that Communion will be on the first and third Sundays with Pastor Larry 
Lentz doing these services.  We will be able to continue with Sunday morning worship.  One of the 
remaining Sundays Pastor Jim Schuelke will be with us and the other will be a Lay Service. 
 
June 5 – Communion Service - Pastor Larry Lentz – Musician Gloria 
June 12 – Pastor Jim Schuelke or Lay Service – Musicians Jaimee and Praise Group 
June 19 – Communion Service - Pastor Larry Lentz – Musician Robbie 
June 26 – Pastor Jim Schuelke or Lay Service – Musician Lorna 
 
 Please bear with us during this time of adjustment. 
 
 If you are in need of Pastoral care, please notify one of the Elders – Kitch Milord (403) 337-3529, 
Dave Reid (403) 337-2508, Peter Versluys (403) 335-8674 or Harry Reese at (403) 335-3181. 
 

  In Christ, 
Harry 

 



WORK BEE 
 
We would like to have a work bee June 13, 14, and 15th inside the Manse and only the 
upstairs level at this time. The main idea is to wash and paint walls and then clean the 
rugs. 
 
 I would love to have this completed, so if Vicar Scott comes to visit and would like to move some 
things in early . . . . Hey, no problem and no last minute scrambling.  
 

  Bring some rubber gloves and a song or two. The manse is in good shape but she could 
use some TLC and some Lipstick.   Just seeing if you are paying attention!  
 
I will supply the paint, brushes, trays and rollers, or bring your own.  

😊      Wes   

 
 
 

 
 
 

Mountain View Christian Women’s Breakfast 
 

Tuesday, June 14th 
  9:30 – 11:30 A.M. 

Didsbury Lutheran Church Gym, 1500 23rd St. 
 

Feature:  Pasu Farm 
Music:  Trio with Janet, Judy and Karin 

Speaker:  Frieda Isaak – New Goals, New Possibilities 
  

$6.00/person with Free Babysitting 
Come and bring a friend. 

All ladies are cordially invited to attend 
 

For reservations call Ann at 403 335-8444 or 403 559-8818. 
  
 

 

 
 

       BAPTISM 
 
       Kazlin Turnbull  and   Felicity Rowley 
       were baptized on May 22, the great granddaughters 
       of Bev Ogle. 
       We praise God for accepting these little girls into 
       His family. 
       “He placed His hands on them and blessed them!” 
 



 

“Thoughts Arising from Discussion of CCMS" 
 
I attended a Calgary Circuit Convocation on April 23, 2016 where we had discussions on the survey 
results of CCMS Restructuring Survey Questions. Your thoughts or questions are welcome as more 
discussion happens. 
 
1.  Restructuring of Synod with One Administrative Structure 
 
-Synod implies the need for one central location to do missions. 
-Would there be more efficiency in having church executives in one central location? 
-The basic foundational unit needs to continue to the local congregation. 
-The fundamental principle is to have healthy congregations. 
-Is the motivation for change and restructuring "money?' 
-Health of congregation and preparation of church workers very important. 
 
Post-Constantinian Church Era 
-Are there other ways to constitute a Synod? 
-Could House Churches and Confessional Faith Groups be a part of the Synod? 
-Could there be flexible membership in Synod, such as Associate Memberships? 
  (Example: membership in Evangelical Fellowship of Canada) 
 
-Is our Synod really "bottom-up" and "grass roots" and "congregational" in its present practice? 
-Are we going to go back 150 years to a central hierarchy? 
 
-Balanced approach between looking backward to what was/is "good and what worked well," and 
looking ahead (visioning) for the future of the Synod. 
 
-Overarching Goal = "Looking after God's People" 
 
-We stopped being the Church and focused on administrative structures. 
 
-Need for "spiritual oversight" at all levels of the Synod 
 
Pros of the Synod 
-Calling of Pastors 
-Governance in such a large country as Canada 
 
Cons of the Synod/Districts in the Past 
-Too many levels of ministries with duplications 
-The whole structure was flipped upside down from what the Synod Constitution intended. 
 
2.  Church Extension Fund(s) CEF 
 
-ABC District still needs something like a CEF after the old CEF is done 
-Why do we need a CEF if we are not planting churches and buildings like in the past? 
-Congregations can now in some cases borrow from banks and credit union. 
-Can smaller mission churches really borrow from the financial institutions? 
-LCC East District has $5 M in assets (clear) and may not want to have their CEF absorbed 
-Does retaining an LCC East District CEF defeat the purpose of general restructuring of centralizing? 
 
 
 



 
3.  Synod Membership and Voting 
 
-Need to respect "those" who called "Members of Synod" 
-Need to maintain the "balance between pastors/church workers and congregations from the past 
structure 
 
4.  Spiritual Leader and Administrator - One or Two Offices 
 
-What is the percentage of the work of the two areas at present? 
-Is doing both together unhealthy? 
-Each area and locale of Canada is a bit different and their needs are different. 
-The key point is the question of having "gifts" in administration and spiritual leadership. 
-Separation of the two may end up handcuffing both areas. 
-It may a be false assumption  to make a separation between "business/administration" and "spiritual 
matters."   
-A split could end up denying the unity of the Body of Christ. 
-Is an "Accountant" the best leader for spiritual/business matters? 
-The whole matter is about the "Things of God" and the Lord's Kingdom. 
 
Submitted by Roger Frederick with credit to PASTOR LOBITZ for recording the minutes of this 
discussion. 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Didsbury, Alberta 

June 2016 
  
 

  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

   1 2 3 4 
       

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Holy 
Communion  
10:30 

L..W.M.L. Windup 

11:30 A.M. 

     

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Worship 10:30  

 

 

        ----   Work   ----       

Christian Womens 
Breakfast   9:30 

 

----- bee   at  ------- 

 

 

 

----- parsonage   --- 

 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

FATHERS DAY 

Holy 
Communion  
10:30 

      

26 27 28 29 30   

Worship 10:30       

       
       

 

                 Vacation Bible School  July 19 – 23     10 A.M. – 3 P.M. 

                        Register your children now.  (see newsletter) 

 

 


