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                      The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10. 

                          Every Wednesday, there will be a pot luck supper at 5:30 P.M. 

    Followed by a Worship Service at 6:15 P.M. 

    The theme is:  “Follow Jesus” 

 

 

                                                                     

 
 

February 10    Follow the Blood Ash Wednesday 
February 17    Follow the Tree Lent 1        
February 24   Follow the Thief Lent 2        
March 2   Follow the Myrrh Lent 3       
March 9   Follow the Hyssop Lent 4     
March 16    Follow the Cloud Lent 5        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 24   Follow the Way of Life     Maundy Thursday  
March 25  Follow the Curtain      Good Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 27 Follow Jesus     Easter Sunday 

 

 

 

 



“Hey Pastor! What Are You Giving Up For Lent?” 

 Good question once again. I am not sure where the idea that during the penitential 
season of Lent people should decide to give up something. However, if I would chose to 
give up something it would be shoveling snow! Let me explain. 
 The Word “Lent” is an old English/German word for the season of Spring, the root of 
which is, “to lengthen,” as in the lengthening of days. So if indeed Lent = Spring, then I 
think it appropriate to get rid of a sign of winter, hence, giving up shoveling snow. Any 
takers on that? 
 Here are some other things you might find interesting about Lent. The first festival 
day that Christians celebrated was Easter, the day our Lord was raised from the dead. 
From the very beginning Christians recognized this work of God for the salvation of 
humanity was the greatest event in all of human history and deserving of having a great 
and grand celebration attached to it. To this very day Easter is still the greatest day on the 
Christian calendar surpassing all other celebrations – yes, including Christmas (which was 
a far later addition to the festival calendar). 
 It was considered to be such a great day that not only did it deserve to have a great 
festival attached to its observation but also a significant period of preparation prior to its 
observance. Throughout the ages the period of preparation has varied considerably as has 
the actual practices of preparation. 
 The most common and consistent practice of preparation was fasting. In the Old 
Testament the greatest of the prophets, Moses and Elijah fasted, and the people of Israel 
were often commanded to observe the fast as sign of their penitence for sins. But perhaps 
much more importantly for the development of the Lenten season was Jesus’ fasting for 40 
days in the wilderness before His acting to defeat Satan by overcoming Satan’s 
temptations. So 40 days of fasting in the church became the most consistent practice of the 
Lenten penitential season. In the early 3rd century Baptismal candidates preparing for 
Baptism (held during the vigil of Easter) were instructed to keep the fast. By the early 13th 
century the church commanded all people to observe this 40 day fast. Since each Sunday 
is itself the observance of Easter, and since fasting on Easter was seen to be inappropriate 
and forbidden, the 40 days were counted excluding Sundays so we get today our modern 
Lenten season which begins 46 days before Easter (Ash Wednesday). 
 Added to the 40 days of withholding the eating of food, were other practices such as 
almsgiving, prayer, the reading and meditation of the scriptures, especially the passion 
Gospels, and daily public worship services which focused on the penitential liturgy of the 
church. Historically, our Lutheran Churches accepted the Lenten season and the penitential 
disciplines of Lent as their practice. I find myself drawn to these practices as good 
preparation for the festival of Easter and the renewal of the Faith into which I have been 
baptized. If spring is the turning of a new leaf, then what better way to turn the new leaf 
than to turn to God in a season of repentance! 
 For me Lent is not so much giving up anything (except sin) but a giving into God, 
into His mercy, forgiveness and life and a giving into the practice of holy living, which 
glorifies our great and merciful God. 
 A blessed Lenten season however you choose to observe it! 
 

Pastor Rob 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

L.W.M.L. met on January 11.  Pastor Rob had Bible study.  We looked at palliative care in 
the Bible.  He told us what we could do here.  We decided that this was a cause we could 
help with, plus our continuing support of new immigrants in the Red Deer area.   
 
We are gathering “klenli kits” in February.  That includes personal care items for men, 
women, and children. 
 
L.W.M.L. will meet again on Monday, February 8 at 9:30 a.m. in the fireside room.   
Please join us. 
 
 
 

PALLIATIVE CARE IN DIDSBURY 

What Can We Do? 

 
Currently Redeemer L.W.M.L. members have: 
 
Provided stuffies (handmade stuffed animals – Donna Mueller) 
 
Provided lapgans/shawls (Julie G.) 

These have been recognized and appreciated by the recipients.  My encouragement 
would be for our quilters to consider providing a few lapgans/shawls (see Julie for 
dimensions and materials used) per year to this project and if interested also 
continue to provide handmade stuffies (check with Donna Mueller). 
 

There is also a need for a few “klenli kits” which consist of travel sized portions of soaps, 
shampoo, toothpaste, hand towel, face cloth, comb, brush, small mirror, shaving supplies, 
etc.  Other groups are supplying nice coverings for catheter bags, bags for personal 
possessions, etc. 
 
We are currently researching the possibility of adaptive clothing (i.e. clothing that appears 
“normal” but allows for cords, and various lines, etc.)  i.e. men’s polo shirts that are velcroed 
at the back vs. pull over.  Are there sewers who might be able to assist in making these 
items? 
 
We are also looking for a few people who would be willing to be available to sit in a room of 
a dying individual to provide respite for family members.  These volunteers would need to go 
to a three day volunteer training event (Friday/Saturday and then another Saturday at Peter 
Lougheed Hospital in Calgary). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

       Well I believe all the repairs from a hail storm 1.5 years ago are now complete. The 
North gym wall looks great as do the steam cleaned gym carpet. Take a look on your next 
visit. Having said that, I have signed off on this project bringing it to a close as far as 
the insurance claim goes. 
       Please be diligent and check the doors behind you if are the last one out of the 
building.  Parts are on order for both entrances that will help in the future, so until then 
please take that extra second and make sure she is secure. 
       Thanks to... "Mister Plow" ...Harry, for cleaning up January’s dump of snow. The 
parking lot looks good, please be careful outside.  
                                                                                  IN HIS SERVICE,   Wes 
 
 
       I am so thankful to the person (unknown) that found my wallet and returned it intact 
after it was lost either skating or snowmobiling on New Year’s Day at Buffalo Lake.  I did 
not know until driving home and received a call saying it was turned in.    
      Wow! Happy New Year indeed!      Wes Thomas  

 
 

 

 

                         

Your 2015 tax receipts for your donations, are in your church mailbox or 
have been sent in the mail.  Thank you for your contribution so the Lord’s 
work can continue.                                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hadley Alexandria Reid, 
daughter of Thomas and Julia Reid,  

was baptized on January 3, 2016 
We welcome Hadley as a member of God’s Family. 

 
Jesus said, “let the little children come to me.” 

 



Redeemer’s New Banner 
 
“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him and He will act.”  

Psalm 37:5” 
 
 The banner is a reminder that God has acted for us 
through Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection.  He 
continues to be with each of us personally every day of our 
lives and also says, “where two or three are gathered 
together in My name there am I in the midst of them”. 
 You are encouraged to attach “your cross” to the banner. 
Together with all of the other crosses being placed, it will 
form one large cross.  Perhaps you have a special piece of 
fabric you would like to use.  There are also some pieces of 
fabric and some precut crosses available next to the banner. 
 In time, the crosses will be sewn onto the banner and it 
will be placed in the sanctuary.   Additional crosses can be 
added as our church family grows. 
 

“Cast all your anxiety on him because He cares for You.”   
1 Peter 5:7 

 

 

 

A Few Thoughts on The Lord’s Prayer 
 

I cannot pray Our, if my faith has no room for others and their need 
I cannot pray Father, if I do not demonstrate this relationship to God in my daily living. 
I cannot pray who art in heaven, if all of my interests and pursuits are in earthly things. 
I cannot pray hallowed be thy name, if I am not striving, with God’s help, to be holy. 
I cannot pray thy kingdom come, if I am unwilling to accept God’s rule in my life. 
I cannot pray thy will be done, if I am unwilling or resentful of having it in my life. 
I cannot pray on earth as it is in Heaven, unless I am truly ready to give myself to                 
God’s service here and now. 
I cannot pray give us this day our daily bread, without expending honest effort for it, or if I 
would withhold from my neighbor the bread that I receive. 
I cannot pray forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
if I continue to harbour a grudge against anyone. 
I cannot pray lead us not into temptation, if I deliberately choose to remain in a situation 
where I am likely to be tempted. 
I cannot pray deliver us from evil, if I am not prepared to fight evil with my life and my 
prayer. 
I cannot pray thine is the kingdom, if I am unwilling to obey the King. 
I cannot pray thine is the power and the glory, if I am seeking power for myself and my 
own glory first. 
I cannot pray forever and ever, if I am too anxious about each day’s affairs. 
I cannot pray Amen, unless I honestly say “Cost what it may, this is my prayer.” 

-submitted 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
The Passion of Our Lord 

March 18 & 19, 2016 

 
     Redeemer Lutheran Church is well known for its outreach programs, the Live Nativity; 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Passion Drama; the death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
     With that in mind, we are once again bringing the Passion Drama to our community on 
March 18 & 19, 2016. 
     So you may be asking yourself, “what can I do?”  You can be a part of this event in 
many ways, by the setting up of the sanctuary, serving of snacks and drinks after the 
productions, helping with lights, sound, part of the crowd scene in the production, or just 
being in the audience for these productions. If you are not able to help in this way, there is 
still one way that you can help and that is with your prayers for this production to be able to 
bring this story to the community. 
     The biggest part of Lent is the telling of the events leading up to Our Lord’s crucifixion 
and resurrection and with your support we will be doing this March 18 & 19, 2016. 
     If you are interested in helping in any way please contact Pam Thomas and Dave Reid. 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
       Meets the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month 

       for ages 5 to Confirmation 
 

     A grandfather walking past his young granddaughter’s room 
one night saw her kneeling beside her bed, with head bowed and 
hands folded, repeating the alphabet.  
     “What are you doing?” he asked her. 
     She explained, “I’m saying my prayers, but I couldn’t think just 
what to pray for.  So I’m just saying all the letters of the alphabet, 
and God can put them together however He thinks best.” 
                                                                           -submitted 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
     We (Barry Reese and Wes Thomas) are looking for two volunteers to look at ways to 
deal with the expenses and declining offerings at Redeemer Lutheran.  We will be 
brainstorming to come up with different ideas.  Then we will be looking at how viable each 
idea is.  The deliverable of this group is to supply recommendations to PPC and the voting 
membership of Redeemer.  
     These recommendations will only be action if Redeemer continues to see a decline in 
our offerings to the point that we can't cover our expenses. 
     If you are interested in this please contact Barry Reese at Barry@reesecattleco.com or 
at 403-870-3960 before February 8th. 
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(Letter from Pastor Darren Dressler and Larry Walter, president, of Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church in Airdrie, that Redeemer has been supporting in the past) 
 
 
Pastor Rob, members of Redeemer, 
 
     I would like to echo Larry’s comments below.  Redeemer has been so integral to getting 
Shepherd of the Hills going in the last number of years – from lending your time and 
energies to supervising vicars, to managing the financial records, to providing continued 
financial support.  In a time when we are so accustomed to doing things on our own, this 
partnership has been a refreshing reminder of both the need to work together and the great 
joy in working together.   
     While Redeemer may no longer be able to provide financial support as it once did, we 
nevertheless rejoice that the relationship and the bond of fellowship continues.   
     May the God of peace fill you and the people of Redeemer with much joy and hope in 
your believing as you carry on in his name! 
                                                                            Yours sincerely in Christ, 
                                                                             Pastor Darren 
 
 
 
Greetings Pastor, 
 
     Thank you for the email.  We understand the difficult position and the difficult decision. 
     Please extend our heartfelt thanks to the leadership and members of Redeemer 
Lutheran Church for the years of support in prayer and sharing of treasures. We are very 
grateful. 
                                                                                   In His service, 
                                                                                   Larry  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lenten devotions for 2016 are available from Lutheran Hour 
Ministries. This year's title is Love's Greatest Sacrifice, a 
telling look at the final events of Jesus' life, with special 
focus given to the people and situations He encountered on 
His torturous road to the cross. These devotions are 

available for FREE online and can be printed for personal use if you want to share them 
with someone else.  Take advantage of these wonderful texts as you contemplate God's 
love through the coming season of Lent. To receive these free online devotions, go to:   
http://www.lhm.org/lent/default.asp 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.lhm.org/lent/default.asp


CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

February 9 at 9:30 a.m. 
“Heart and Home” 

$6 per person 
at Redeemer Lutheran Church gym 

For reservations call,    
Ann, 403-335-8444 

 
 

 

 

 

Lutheran Foundation Canada is pleased to announce a 
Christian Estate Planning Seminar 

 
Saturday, February 27, 2016 

9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Didsbury 
 

Presenter: Mr. Allen Schellenberg, MBA 
Executive Director and Gift Coordinator 

Lutheran Foundation Canada (A Financial Ministry of LCC) 
allen.schellenberg@lutheranfoundation.ca 

877-711-4438 
 

 

 

 

 

Virtural Garage Sale 
 $$ Proceeds to The Lutheran Hour 

Alfred & Ida Kihn Estate Items: 
household, shop tools, yardwork, etc. 

Pastor has modest list (& is a satisfied customer) 
Phone/Text Mark Kihn in Calgary at 403-390-4970 

(Alfred & Ida moved into Bethany Care Centre seven months ago) 
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Redeemer Lutheran 

Church 

Didsbury, AB 

February 2016 
  
 

  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
    Pastor Rob 

returns 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Bible Study 9:30 

Worship & 

Sunday School 

10:30 

L.W.M.L. 9:30 Christian 

Women’s 

Breakfast 9:30 

Exercise/Devotion 

1:30 

Confirmation 

Class 3:30 

ASH 

WEDNESDAY

 

PotLuck 5:30 

Worship 6:15 

Confirmation 

Class 3:30 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 

Bible Study 9:30 

Holy 

Communion 

10:30 

FAMILY DAY 

 

Exercise/Devotion 

1:30 

PotLuck 5:30 

Worship 6:15 

   

21 

 

 Bible Study 9:30 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 
Bible Study 9:30 

Worship & 

Sunday School 

10:30 

 Exercise/Devotion 

1:30 

Confirmation 

Class 3:30 

PotLuck 5:30 

Worship 6:15 

Confirmation 

Class 3:30 

 

P.P.C. 7:00 

 Christian 

Estate 

Planning 

Seminar  

2 – 5 P.M. 

28 29      
Bible Study 9:30 

Holy 

Communion 

10:30 
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   Passion Drama will be on March 19 & 20 

 

      

 


