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“And when they had opened their treasures, 

They presented unto Him gifts; 

Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.” 

Matthew 2:11 

 

Epiphany is celebrated January 6,  

the day the Wise Men came to visit the Christ Child.  

 Here is the significance of the gifts they brought. 

 

 

GOLD 
The gift for a king.  It represented Christ’s royalty. 

 

FRANKINCENSE 
A tree resin burned by priests that gave off a sweet smell. 

It symbolized Christ’s deity and role as our High Priest. 

 

MYRRH 
A costly embalming fluid.   

It foreshadowed the suffering, affliction, and death 

Of the Lamb of God. 

 

 



A New Year in Christ 
 

Life is full of surprises. Some we enjoy and others we could 
just as well do without. This was certainly true of the year now past 
and it will be true of the year we step into. As the old saying goes, 
the only sure thing is that there is no such thing as a sure 
thing….except there is one sure thing in all the universe, and this 
sure thing has been given to us. The one sure thing is the name of 
Jesus. The name Jesus means “Saviour,” and that name applied to 
us brings eternal blessings to us. 

 
 What’s coming for you this New Year? What surprises are in 

store? The only sure thing we have is this: the name of Jesus. In this name, in His name, we go 
into the New Year. We don’t know what is coming in the New Year, but we do know who will be 
there. In Him we dare to hope. In His name we boldly cross the threshold of 2016! 
 
 I pray that God would bless you and your family with His many graces and much mercy 
in 2016. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Rob 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“The real wisdom of the Magi 

Is not that they came to visit the Christ Child, 

But that once in His presence, 

They knelt and worshipped Him. 

It isn’t enough to acknowledge Christ’s existence; 

He must be accepted and adored.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trustee Report for the New Roof 
 



TRUSTEE REPORT 
 
This year stands out for me as one of the largest in terms of projects, maybe since the Church was 
built. It started in January with a phone call that “water is pouring in the gym” followed a month later 
with more in the gym and now the Sanctuary, then the hall.  Well, with the help of a few people and 
some hard work cleaning the moisture off constantly until April, assessments found that we have some 
hail damage. The Lord blessed us with a very wise contractor that said, “hire a roof consultant” and we 
did. Intact Insurance re-evaluated the claim and accepted one hundred percent removal of both Vinyl 
membrane, the tar & gravel roof, plus all the flashing, and to replace. This cost $191,000 and removed 
about 70,000 lbs of weight (real) from all of the roofs combined. About 12,000 lbs was re-applied in the 
form of EPDM rubber membrane which is more hail resistant, recommended by Intact and contractors 
for this area. No surprises were found as the really wet areas have 1.5” Cedar tongue and groove 
system that resists rot and mold. 
 
 Many upgrades done on the roof include 3 new vent covers; to reduce pooling we added four more 
drains (scuppers) from roof to roof; and one external scupper that drains into the flowerbed. Two coats 
of elastomeric paint on the chimney capstone, and also applied where the supplied air enters through 
the brick walls. All new Parapet, this is the parts that control the water and stick up above the roof, and 
housed lots of birds. The new parapet design fixed that problem and may even help in the overall 
heating costs. All roofs received an additional ½ “ thick leveling board with a R value of 0.5,  not much 
I realize, but we shall see in 2016  how much heat saving we achieved. Our supplied air system was 
less than perfect and the contractor for the roof (R2K) said he would donate us a “New Unit” and did. 
Redeemer was responsible for placing on the roof and electrical connection. R2K will cover the 
mechanical connection cost to the building. How cool is that?  But wait there‘s more, insurance picked 
up the $800 cost of the consultant,…. and the $1000 deductible. Cost to Redeemer Lutheran Church 
members, less than $300 for materials. 
 
On the inside we had about $20,000 in damages to the north wall and carpet in the gym, also some 
ceiling damage in the Sacristy, main hall, Narthex, Ladies washroom, West entrance, large classroom, 
and Fireside room. To repair these rooms some had sections removed to dry out / inspect. The 
building was tested for asbestos in the drywall mud, drywall materials and mechanical. None found. 
After repairs were complete all of these areas received new stipple and looks great. 
 
Thank you to all that helped in anyway. The roof scrubbing, cleaning, marking hail damage with 
crayons crew, made all the difference. I never dreamed that someday doing the dishes would involve 
thousands of square feet of roof, soap, water, brooms, and a floor polisher.  
  
Together we can make big things happen.        
                                                                                                        In Christ, 

 Wes Thomas   
 
 
 
 
 
 

O Bethlehem Star keep shining, 

give us faith and hope and love. 

Keep our thoughts forever turning 

to the Savior up above.  

 

 



 

L. W. M. L.  NEWS 
 

 The Christmas party was held on Monday, December 14.  26 people enjoyed potluck and gift 
exchange.  We had fun visiting and laughing about our gifts. 
 
 January meeting will be Monday, January 11 at 9:30 a.m.  Pastor Rob will have Bible study and 
will be telling us about palliative care in our community and how we can help.  Please join us! 
 
 January 30 Parkland zone is having an L.W.M.L. executive meeting at Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Red Deer.  Didsbury has closing devotion. 
 
 The Parkland Zone Retreat is April 22-24 at Alberta 4H Centre, Westerose, Ablerta. 
 
 A.-B.C. L.W.M.L. Convention is July 7-9 in Abbotsford. B.C. 
 
 Please help us “serve the Lord with gladness.”  
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
Tuesday, January 12 at 9:30 a.m. 
$6 per person – Free babysitting 
Redeemer Lutheran Church Gym 

 
Special Feature – Health & Wellness Choices 

Perry Stang – Stang’s Health Food Store 
Special Music – Ingrid Hoehne 
Special Speaker – Irene Brant 

“A Journey of Healing” 
 

For Reservations:  Ann – 403-335-8444 or 403-559-8818 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY 
 
Make 2016 the year that you read more books, more Christian books.   
Check out the 242 Section of the library for devotional books.   
Yes, you can keep them all year.   
We have some wonderful inspiring books – make use of them in the new year. 

 
 



 
Outdoor Live Nativity 2015 

 
 
 
 

 We give thanks to God for allowing our congregation the privilege of presenting the true 
meaning of Christmas to our community and surrounding areas.  Thank you to everyone who helped 
with advertising, set-up and take down, finding characters, working with costumes and to those who 
served as characters.  Thank you to those individuals who helped with lighting and sound and to those 
who prepared and served the hot drinks and goodies. 
 
 The Nativity was well attended on both evenings with the bleachers full and people standing.  
The encouragement received from our guests confirms for us that this presentation is appreciated and 
helps to make their Christmas.  It has certainly been a special part of the life of our congregation for 
thirty plus years. 
 
In Christ, 
Harry and Lorna   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List of Officers for 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Wise Men once followed a star; 

Now they follow the Son.” 
 

 
 



 

Brody Tighe Dowell 

son of Bradley & Shyla Dowell 

was baptized on December 6 

 

We pray the Holy Spirit will continue 

His work in you. 
 
 

 
 
 

2016 PARISH PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

President:  Barry Reese     Elders: 
Vice President:  Dave Reid     Harry Reese, Chairman 
Secretary:  Rita Versluys     Dave Reid 
Treasurer:  Donna Mueller     Kitch Milford 
Recording Treasurer:  Bev Regner   Peter Versluys 
Trustee:  Wes Thomas 

 
 

 
CIRCUIT REFUGEE SOCIETY 

Saturday, January 9 
1:30 p.m. 

Foothills Lutheran Church 
 

As per the December Newsletter, a Circuit Refugee Society is being formed with the initial meeting 
being held on January 9.  Any interested person is welcome to attend this meeting. 

 
 
 

2016 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Your new 2016 offering envelopes were placed in your mail box.  Please start using these new 
envelopes on January 3.  Discard your old 2015 envelopes and DO NOT use them anymore.  Your 
new 2016 offering envelopes will be numbered differently, so you MUST use these new envelopes to 
receive credit at the end of the year. 
 

A SUGGESTION 

 
It has been suggested that parishioner's write monthly articles why they feel blessed. Our Lord does 
so many wonderful things and would be wonderful to share those experiences with one another. If you 
have something to share, please send your article to:  redeemerdidsbury@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

mailto:redeemerdidsbury@hotmail.com


  
  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Didsbury, AB. 

January 2016 
  
 

  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

     1 2 
     Happy New Year 

 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Worship & Sunday 
School 10:30 

 Exercise/Devotion 
1:30 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

Epiphany 

 

Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

 Refugee Society 
Meeting 1:30 at 
Foothills Lutheran 

10 11 12   

 

13 14 15 16 

Bible Study 9:30 

Holy Communion 
10:30 

L.W.M.L.   9:30 Devotion Unit 1  11AM  

Christian Women  
Breakfast 9:30 

Exercise/Devotion 
1:30 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

 Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

Elders  7 P.M. 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Bible Study 9:30 

Worship & Sunday 
School 10:30 

 Exercise/Devotion 
1:30 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

Pastors Circuit 
Meeting in 
Airdrie 

Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

 D.I.L. Investors Meeting 10 
A.M. at Prince of Peace 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Bible Study 9:30 

Holy Communion 
10:30 

Pastor Rob away 
until Feb. 4th 

     

31       
Holy Communion 
10:30 

Aspen Ridge 6 P.M. 

      

          
 


