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A radio station shared this story of a woman who was out Christmas shopping with her two children.  After 
many hours of looking at row after row of toys and everything they saw on those many shelves, she finally 
made it to the elevator with her two kids.  She was feeling what so many of us feel during the holiday season 
time of year; overwhelming pressure to go to every party, every housewarming, taste all the holiday food and 
treats, get that perfect gift for every single person on our shopping list.  And make sure we don’t forget anyone 
on our card list, and the pressure of making sure we respond to everyone who sent us a card.  Finally, the 
elevator doors opened and there was already a crowd in the elevator.  She pushed her way into the elevator 
and dragged her two kids in with her and all the bags of stuff.  When the door closed she couldn’t take it 
anymore and stated, “Whoever started this whole Christmas thing should be found, strung up and shot.”  From 
the back of the elevator everyone heard a quiet, calm voice respond, “Don’t worry.  We already crucified him.” 
 
The rest of the trip down the elevator it was so quiet you could have heard a pin drop.  Don’t forget this year to 
keep the One who started this whole Christmas thing in your every thought, deed, purchase, and word.  If we 
all did it, just think how different this whole world would be. 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS IS YOUR BIRTHDAY, LORD 
 
Christmas is your birthday, Lord, Jesus, Son of God. 
You were born in Bethlehem, As God’s gift to man. 
Lord we celebrate on earth, Your glorious virgin birth. 
You we honor and adore, Now and evermore. 
 
How we wish the world would see, That this special day, 
Centers, Jesus Lord, on Thee, Not Santa Claus or me! 
Not on decorated trees, or fancy shopping sprees, 
But on Thee, the Son of God, Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 
 
 



Dear Redeemer Lutheran family and friends, 
 
 This last year at Redeemer has been an exciting year of partnering together in God’s Kingdom work.  
 
 Together through the “Loose or Leave it” fund-raising campaign we had fun raising money to support 
the Kuhn family in their ministry in Cameroon. We had the honor of having the Kuhn family with us along with 
their new addition for our Mission PossAble event! We had a great celebration weekend in June celebrating the 
congregation’s anniversary and the anniversary of the construction of our current house of prayer. We 
welcomed Pastor Robert Bugbee, President of Lutheran Church-Canada and Pastor Larry Lentz, as our guest 
preachers for the weekend. What a joy it was to see so many old and new faces come together that weekend 
to celebrate and give thanks to God for His faithfulness to us!  
 
 This year we celebrated numerous baptisms and we came together as a church family to say good-bye 
to some dear family members who left our presence to join the church in glory. Through our church family we 
supported many individuals going through tough times and illnesses. We provided a loving family presence to 
our many shut-ins and continued our family contact with them through our visitation team and Holy 
Communion through the office of Holy Ministry. We provided numerous opportunities for growth, fellowship 
and fun through our educational ministries, Bible Studies and family confirmation programs. And we started a 
new ministry to our children this Fall. 
 
 Together we enjoyed fellowship around our potluck Advent and Lenten mid-week devotional times and 
observed the special festival of Christmas, Holy Week and Easter. Once again our church family joined together 
to provide our grateful community with a turkey supper and live nativity event. And once again we supported 
the Airdrie mission as well our Synodically funded missions projects throughout the world. This year we also 
supported chapel services at Aspen Ridge, Unit 1 hospital and Bethany Care facilities. We partnered with our 
community to start a Palliative Care society for our community and have provided blankets and teddy bears 
donated by our members. 
 
 Perhaps one of the biggest projects of the year was the replacement of the roof and the accompanying 
interior renovations and upgrades! We are now close to having it all completed in time for the Christmas 
season! Whew!...the list goes on and on in what has been an extremely busy year of ministry for our family. We 
give thanks to God for His leading and guiding and providing for all that is necessary for our busy little family to 
accomplish so much and make a difference in so many lives. 
 
   Even though we have accomplished much together this past year, there is still much to be done as we 
continue pressing on in our call to ‘Love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love our 
neighbors as ourselves.’ While we have had a good year of partnering together in ministry we presently have a 
year-to-date operating expense shortfall. To that end, I want to invite you to help us finish the year strong and 
prepare ourselves for an exciting 2016 by prayerfully considering a financial gift to Redeemer Lutheran. You can 
make a donation by giving in our Sunday offerings or mailing a check to the church office at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church,  Box 487,   Didsbury, Alberta T0M 0W0. 
 
 I want you to remember that your gift funds a ministry that changes lives. Thank you for being a part of 
the Redeemer family and helping us accomplish the vision God has given us. 
 
 Together in His service, 
             Pastor Rob 

“Keep Christ in your heart; don’t leave Him in the manger” 

  
 



 
LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

 
L.W.M.L. 2015 CHIRSTMAS PARTY 

 
We are extending an invitation to all ladies of the congregation to join us for the Christmas party on Monday, 
December 14 at 11:30 a.m. in the church gym.  Please bring your spouse or a friend.  It is pot-luck, so please 
bring one food item.  We have a gift exchange – it cannot be purchased; it has to be from your house.  It can be 
funny, useful or nice!  It does not matter if it is for a man or a woman; just wrap it up and bring it. Once gift for 
each person. 

L.W.M.L. NEWS 
 
Please continue to bring your stamps in. It takes 10 lb. of stamps to buy 5 Bibles. 
 
We are now recycling aluminum. There will be a box under the LWML table in the hallway. Bring in your pop 
can tabs, foil plates from pie, tarts, etc. 
 
Remember to bring in your toques, mitts, socks, slippers, etc. for the mitten tree.  
These things remain in this community. 
 
Ladies of the church have quilted here for years now. We want to expand that to sewing and knitting and 
maybe more, as we think of ways to make things to donate to people in need in central Alberta. Pastor has 
asked us to make some lap quilts for the palliative care program. We also hope to help the refugees in Red 
Deer and Mustard Seed in Calgary. So when we set a date in January, please come to see what we are doing 
and what we need. We will be asking for your help with material and wool, as soon as we have a plan in place. 
 
 

“Christmas fills our homes with blessings 
Because Jesus fills our hearts with love” 

Congratulations and God’s Blessing to 
Sandra and Steven Wirch on the birth of  
their son, Noah Reed Wirch, born on 
November 4, 2015.  Noah was welcomed 
by his big sister, Wylie, and grandparents 
Mary & Don Connell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Baptism napkins were designed and made by Pastor Rob and Julie 
Galinzoski.  All children baptized will receive one of these as a reminder of the 
time that they were made a child of God by Holy Baptism. 
 
Baptized on November 1 were Kaylah Buker and Matthew Wittal. 
We welcome you into the family of God. 
 



TRUSTEE REPORT 
 

      Well, the new Tectum sound board for the gym North wall is lost in transport. I wait here chewing my nails, 
well maybe popcorn, but you get the point. A meeting with the contractor Nov. 20 took place and we ARE 
moving along.  

      Good news!  I have picked up a brand new fresh air supply unit for the Church that 
was donated by the roofing Sub-contractor. This is worth thousands of dollars and will 
help with air quality.  We have to get it on the roof, placed, and wired.   Rodger F. 
has the wiring in place already.  Thanks bud!  When weather permits more will happen 
with the install.  The final install will be subbed out and paid for by the roof contractor.  I 
would have posted this earlier but a unit in hand is worth two in the window. Thank you 
to Russ, and those involved.  We are very blessed.    

    
      There are some painting jobs inside the Church that are on my wish list to complete the fresh look.  They 
are all small areas; ladies and men's washrooms, and Sacristy are the big ones. If you like to paint or just “got to 
get out of the house”, I have a deal for you!   
                                                                                                                 In His Service,   Wes 
  
P.S.  We have saved about $3,000 a year in heating costs since the new boiler system was installed, and the           
environment.  
 
 
 
 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
Turkey Supper November 1, 2015 

 

     Our turkey supper was a raging success on Nov. 1 thanks to all of the congregation!  We had lots of food, we 
had lots of people to help prepare it and serve it and all of you helped to make it such a success with your 
donations! 
    We served approximately 390 people and the bank deposit for this event was $4,055.96.  Because of your 
generous donations we only had $269.44 in expenses, so give yourselves a great big pat on the back! 
     Thanks,  
     Lucy & Bev 

 
NEW OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 FOR 2016 
 

I am making up new offering envelopes for the coming year.  They will be in your mail boxes sometime in 
December.  Please! Please use the new ones beginning the first Sunday of January and DISCARD any you may 
have leftover from 2015! If you don’t and use them by mistake, your offering may get credited to someone 
else.  Because we are trying to use up all the old envelopes instead of throwing them out, your umber is usually 
different than what you had the previous year.  Once the old ones are used up, we will get new ones and you 
will probably have the same number every year!!!  Thank you, 
        Bev Regner, recording secretary 
 
 
 
“He came not to a throne, but to a manger. He lived not as a king, but as a servant.  
He chose not an earthly kingdom, but a cross.  He gave not just a little, but everything.”    Holley Gerth 

     

     

     



SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Meets on the First & Third Sundays of the month 
The children will be dismissed just prior to the sermon. 

All children Kindergarten age to Confirmed are invited to attend. 

 
 

TEACH THE CHILDREN 
One December night, many years ago, I had just finished decorating for 
Christmas when I heard a noise at the front of the house.  I opened the 

door to the front room and to my surprise, Santa himself was standing by the Christmas tree.  He was not the 
“jolly old elf” of Christmas legend.  The man who stood before me looked sad and disappointed and there were 
tears in his eyes.  When I asked, “what’s wrong?”  He answered with a simple statement, “Teach the children.  
Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas.  Teach them that the part of Christmas we can see, hear, and 
touch is much more than meets the eye.  Teach them the symbolism behind the customs and traditions of 
Christmas which we now observe.  Teach them what it is they truly represent.” 

 
“Red”, said Santa, “is the first color of Christmas.”  “A red ornament symbolizes the color of the 

life-giving blood that flows through our veins.  It is the symbol of God’s greatest gift.  Teach the 
children that Christ gave His life and shed His blood for all of us that we might have eternal life.  When 
they see the color red, it should remind them of that most wonderful Gift.” 

 
 “Green,” said Santa, “is the second color of Christmas.”  “Teach the children that the 

pure green color of the evergreen tree remains this color all year round.  All the needles point 
heavenward, making it a symbol of man’s thoughts and prayers turning toward heaven.” 

 
“Here’s a shiny star,” said Santa.  “Teach the children that the star was the heavenly sign 

of promise.  God promised a Savior for the world and He kept His promise on the night that Jesus 
Christ was born.” 

 
Santa continued.  “Teach the children that we light candles at Christmas as a reminder that Christ 

is the light of the world.” 
 
“Teach the children about the angels.  It was the angels that announced the glorious 

news of the Savior’s birth.  The angels sang, ‘Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth, 
good will toward men. ” 

 
“Remind the children about the gifts that are given and received at Christmas.”  Santa reminded me, 

too, and said, “teach the children that God so loved the world that He gave us His only Son and 
we thank God for His very special gift to us.  And teach the children that the wise men bowed 
before the Holy Baby and gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Remember to give and 
receive gifts just as we were given the gift of the Baby Jesus at Christmas.”  

 
Finally, Santa said, “remember, teach the children the true meaning of 

Christmas and do not put me in the center.  I’m only a humble servant.  I bow down to 
worship Him, our Lord, our God.” 

As Santa was leaving, he looked at me with that twinkle in his eye and said, 
“Teach the children!”  
 
 



REDEEMER  CHRISTMAS  CELEBRATIONS 
 

Midweek Advent Services:  Potluck Fellowship at 5:30 p.m. followed by Devotional Service 

December 2 – “Stir up the Power of Hope”  
December 9 – “Stir up the Power of Preparation”  
December 16 – “Stir up the Power of Love” 
 

Sunday Morning Christmas Carol Singalong  
December 13 & 20 at 10:00 a.m.  
The Christmas season is short when it comes to singing all those Christmas songs.   
Join us on those two Sundays to sing about that newborn Baby Jesus. 
 

Live Nativity 
Saturday, December 19 and Sunday, December 20 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

A Family Christmas Eve Worship Service – Thursday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The Festival of Christmas celebrated with Holy Communion  – Friday, December 25 at 10:30 a.m.  

 
 

LIVE NATIVITY 

Mark your calendars for December 19th and 20th at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Help is needed to be able to present “The Good News of Our Saviour’s Birth” to our community and 
surrounding area.  Please consider where you might be of assistance and contact the people listed below. 
 
Characters:  Pam and Wes Thomas will be responsible for obtaining characters.   Please speak with them 
personally or by phone at (403) 335-2383 or email them at thomaswpc@gmail.com. 
 
Posters and Signboards:  Thank you to Mary Connell for preparing the posters and the signboards.  Thank you 
to Art Regner who will be placing the signboards uptown.  We are in need of volunteers to put posters up in 
Didsbury, Carstairs, Olds and surrounding areas.  Please speak with Lorna Reese or phone her at (403) 335-3181 
– email to hfljrees@telus.net. 
 
Set-Up and Take Down of the Stable:  If you can help in this area, please speak with me or call (403) 335-3181 
– email to hfljrees@telus.net. 
 
Fellowship Time In The Gym Following the Presentations:  Thank you to Marlene Hunter for agreeing to co-
ordinate this again.  She will need two people to help out each evening.  Please speak with her or phone her at 
(403) 337-3137 – email mshunter@telus.net. 
 
Set-Up and Take Down of the Stable:  If you can help in this area, please speak with me or call (403) 335-3181 
– email to hfljrees@telus.net. 
 
Prayers:  Please remember to include this event in your prayers asking that God will be present with us in our 
preparations and presentations and that he will move the hearts of people to come and witness the true 
meaning of Christmas. 
 

Nativity Co-ordinater – Harry Reese 

mailto:thomaswpc@gmail.com
mailto:hfljrees@telus.net
mailto:hfljrees@telus.net
mailto:mshunter@telus.net
mailto:hfljrees@telus.net


NOTES FROM THE ELDERS 
 

 Donations for the purchase of poinsettias to adorn the sanctuary for the Christmas 
season are being received until Sunday, December 6th.  The cost is $20.00.   If you wish to 
participate, any of the Elders would be glad to assist you.  Poinsettias can be given in 
memory of someone, or as an expression of thanksgiving or just because..... 
 
 Donations are also being received for Pastor’s Christmas Gift.  Again any of the Elders can help you. 
 
 The Elders are Kitch Milford, Bert Mueller, Dave Reid or myself.  
 

Chairman of the Board of Elders – Harry Reese 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE CALGARY CIRCUIT 
Pastor Tim Schneider of Trinity,  Golden, B.C., has accepted a call to Ontario. That leaves the Golden 
congregation without a pastor at the present time. 
Pastor Markus Zeuch of St. Matthew’s Lutheran in Calgary, has had heart surgery, and is recovering well.  Other 
pastors are helping to do the services there. 
Word was also recently received that President Glenn Schaeffer’s father has passed away in Ontario. 
Remember all these in your prayers. 
 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
 

”Fear Not” is the title of this year’s Lutheran Hour Ministries Advent devotion series, reminding 
us that God is in charge, beyond any disruptive circumstance.  The lives of Zechariah, Elizabeth, 
Mary and Joseph were filled with uncertainty but the Holy Spirit worked mightily in the lives of 
these ordinary people, leading them to trust in God.  Printed copies are available in the church 
office.  You are encouraged to make a donation of $1 or more to cover the cost.  These devotions 
can be downloaded at http://www.adventdevotions.net 
 
 
LAMP Advent devotions are available online. To receive a daily e-mail of each devotion, go to:  
www.lampministry.org 
 
 
 

LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO PROGRAM 
Every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. 

On 1140 radio -CHRB (High River)  
 

December 6: “The Voice” (The voice of John the Baptist calls us to repent and trust in the Savior who walked 
                                                In our shoes.) 
December 13: “The Lord is Near” (God’s message is simple and straightforward: Jesus is near – put your trust 
                                                              In Him!) 
December 20: “The Gift in the Manger” (From the manger to the cross to resurrection life, God is in the giving 
                                                                          business for all of us to receive and believe.) 
December 27: “No Regrets” (Jesus invites you to leave your burden of regret at the foot of His cross.) 

http://www.adventdevotions.net/
http://www.lampministry.org/


 
Have you noticed the posters on the bulletin board?  They were done by the confirmation kids - Brooke Krebs, 
Sydnee Doiron, Emma Ward, Jacob Fifield and Hunter Reese.  The class is sharing what they are learning.  
Take a look! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Call to All Congregations and individuals within the Calgary Circuit to support the 

settlement of refugees in the territories represented by our Circuit. 

 
  The Pastors of the Calgary Circuit at their meeting on November 18th decided to ask our 
congregations to prayerfully explore the establishment of a Calgary Circuit Refugee Society to coordinate our 
efforts to settle refugees. We recognize that there are individuals who feel called by God to help in the 
settlement of refugees in Calgary and area but who on their own may not feel that they can do anything.  We 
want to gather together these individuals to explore the possibility of creating a Society whose purpose would 
be to coordinate the efforts of our congregations to provide for the settlement of refugees. Therefore the 
pastors of the Circuit have issued a call to all congregations to identify individuals within their fellowship who 
have indicated a desire for this work and to bring their names forward to the Circuit by December 15th. 
  There are over 5.2 million displaced people in the world right now. This is not a new number 
that has suddenly appeared in a short period of time.  No.  This number has existed for a considerable length of 
time.  What has changed is that the plight of refugees has hit the spotlight of the media. And the current mass 
exodus of refugees from Syria has disrupted life in Europe forcing a response from world leaders. 
  Among the many of the 5.2 million displaced people waiting in refugee camps for many years 
are 10’s of thousands of our brothers and sisters in Christ who have endured neglect, persecution, torture and 
martyrdom.  We have been praying for these brothers and sisters of ours for years, that God would keep them 
faithful to Christ even unto death and that God would deliver them from their time of suffering.  
  God has listened and He is acting. Now He has provided a brief of time for us to become an 
answer to our brothers and sisters in Christ and our own prayers, by opening the doors of our own country to 
accept refugees. 
  We ourselves have been praying for our situation, in which we find the love for Christ and His 
Church, has grown cold among us and our communities.  We have been praying that God would bring about a 
renewal of our congregations.  What a great thing God is doing by sending to our congregations Christians 
whose faith has been tested and refined by persecution?! 
  I, along with the all the pastors of our Circuit and Synod, pray that God would open our eyes to 
see the great thing He is doing and open our hearts to receive the gift of these brothers and sisters of ours in 
this very brief time He has given us to act through the open door policy of our country’s refugee sponsorship 
initiative. 
 I am inviting any of our membership who feel called by God to be part of the exploration, and God-
willing the formation of this society, to identify themselves to me so that I can bring those names to our Circuit 
on December 15th. 
 
Phone: 403-335-3161 or e-mail rlclcc@telus.net 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Rob 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear loved ones,  
 
 The seasons of Advent and Christmas are upon us once again.  Unfortunately, this can be a very hectic 
time of year as we attempt to meet everyone’s expectations of us. Often, we end up wearing ourselves out 
running after the things of this world, with little energy left for our Lord and one another.  
 The message of Advent and Christmas is that our Lord comes to bring us together with Him and one 
another through His Word and Sacrament. Real life and peace are not found in the things of this world but in 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the life He has given us to live together. 
 It was to shepherds going about their routines that God sent His holy angels to declare to them the 
Christmas Gospel. I remind you today of that Gospel recorded by St. Luke: 
   
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 
great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this 
will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. (Luke 2:8–17) (ESV) 
 
 God has given you the signs by which you can mark the place where you can find Jesus, your Saviour. I 
invite you to come to Church, receive your Saviour and join in the worship of Him who once was found in a 
manger but is now found cradled in His Holy Word and Holy Sacraments. And then go and make known the 
Saviour to your family, neighbor, peers and friends.  
 I pray that the peace of God which was first announced by angels would find a home in your heart this 
Christmas. 
 God’s richest blessing, in Christ, be yours! A blessed Christmas to you and your loved ones far and near, 
from myself and my family. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Rob, Erik and Justin 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  
  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church  

Didsbury, AB.      
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

  1 

 

2 3 4 5 
  Exercise/Devotion 

1:30 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

Advent Potluck and 
Worship 5:30 

P.P.C. Meeting 7:30 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Bible Class  9:30 

Worship & Sunday 
School 10:30 

Aspen Ridge 6 PM 

 Christian Women 
Breakfast 9:30 

Exercise/Devotion 
1:30 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

Advent Potluck and 
Worship 5:30 

 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Carol Singing 10:00  

Holy Communion 
10:30 

L.WML Christmas 
Luncheon 11:30 

Unit 1 Chapel 
Service – 11 AM 

Exercise/Devotion 
1:30 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

Pastors Circuit 
Meeting in Calgary  

Advent Potluck and 
Worship 5:30 

 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

 Live Nativity 7:30 

20 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

Carol Singing 10:00 

Worship & Sunday 
School 10:30 

 Live Nativity 7:30 

   Christmas Eve 
Worship   6:00 PM 

Holy Communion 
10: 30 

 

 

27 28 29 30 31   
Holy Communion 
10:30 

      

       
        

 

 

 


