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Hey Pastor! Why are you taking a vacation? 

 Very good question! But where to start with an answer?! Objectively, and intellectually the term “vacation” as 

defined by the Oxford Dictionary is an extended period of time of recreation, especially one spent away from home or in 

travelling. Secondly, it could mean, “the action of leaving something previously occupied, such as vacating one’s home, 

or one’s vocation for an extended period of time.” 

 I searched the scriptures to see if the word “vacation,” appears in God’s Word. Nope. No mention of taking a 

vacation in the scriptures. So I suppose that one could argue that taking a vacation is something of a human, and 

perhaps we could say even a western, North American invention. 

 Pastor, why are you taking a vacation? Good question. Short Answer: because it is what we do in North 

America. From a contractual sense, employers are required by law to give employees an extended period of time to 

vacate from their employment vocation. I think we all understand that.  

 But is that it? Is that all that can be said? Nope, (not if you are a pastor!) Long Answer: 

 While the word “vacation” is not found in scripture, we do find the word, Sabbath, Sabbatical, Sabbath rest, etc. 

used extensively in the scriptures. The word simply means to stop, especially to cease/ withdraw from all work. In the 

opening chapters of Holy Scripture it was God himself who created the Sabbath and who himself, took the first Sabbath. 

After six days of creating the world and everything in it, God rested, he stopped. It wasn’t that God grew tired and 

needed a time to rest. Quite the opposite, it was His creation that needed to rest. So for the sake of His creation, He 

sacrificed, He stopped. 

 Times of rest were part of the rhythm of God’s creation, redemption and sanctification. Like day, and night and 

seasons, rest too, was woven into the fabric or DNA of creation from the beginning. 

 Eventually, God revealed to His people the Sabbath. In the giving of the Law, the command to observe the 

Sabbath was given. In its first giving, it was not tied to any specific act of worship. The people were simply to stop 

everything, trust in God’s provision for them through the rest of the six days and spend that day remembering God as 

Creator. The Sabbath not only pointed to God’s past action but also pointed to God’s preferred future for His people, 

where in, their futile labors in the bramble bushes of this world would end. As Adam and Eve originally enjoyed God’s 

untainted creation, so too His people in the future would once again enjoy His paradise.  

 In God’s future giving of the Law, the Sabbath would not only entail the cessation of all work, but would also 

involve Israel in the worship of God, “Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a 

holy convocation.” (Lev 23:3)The focus of the sacred convocation or coming together of God’s people would be to hear 



the Word of God. Luther correctly establishes this teaching in his writing on the third commandment, “We should fear 

and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.” 

 Physical, emotional and spiritual rest are gifts of God received by faith with joy and thanksgiving. The day of 

physical/emotional rest points to the spiritual rest which God provides in Christ Jesus. In observing the day of rest, 

people grow in their knowledge of God. Resting in Jesus, people have true physical and emotional rest, not as the world 

knows or promises. 

 Not only did God create one day a week that was to be a time of rest and worship, but He also established other 

periods of time, Sabbath rests and Jubilees for His people. Every seventh month was to be a time of Sabbath rest, every 

seventh year was to be a year of rest and every 50th (7X7) year was to be a Jubilee or great Sabbath. It was a year not 

only of rest but of liberation where everything would be returned to the way it was when God gave the Promised Land 

to His people. There were not any great ceremonies necessarily attached to these times of rest, they were simply to be a 

period for people to rest. They were part of Israel’s civil code that recognized that the well-being of God’s people was 

important to Him and so it was important to them. 

 In the book of Numbers we find God’s special attention for the well-being and provision of His church workers  

(Numbers 8). This special concern was not only for the temple priests of Israel in the Old Testament, through His Apostle 

Paul, God repeats His special concern for the well-being of church workers, instructing the church to provide for His 

anointed workers. (1 Corinthians 9, Matthew 10) 

Taking this to heart, the church has from very early on provided Sabbaticals, extended periods of time of rest – to 

withdraw from the pastoral vocation. In North America and in the Western World we identify this as “vacation time.” 

But for Christians it is a time to rest, refresh the body but all the more so, time to provide for the refreshment of the 

soul. I am thankful for this gift of time and I thank you, my beloved congregation, for giving me vacation time!  

                                                                                                                                                       In Christ,   Pastor Rob   

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trustees Report 

New materials for the roof replacement arrived August 17th and were placed on all three roofs. The start date has 

moved a few times because of weather delays on other projects the company has on the books. Our start date currently 

is August 24 and the work is expected to take around two weeks, weather permitting, of course. The roofing company is 

able to work around special events to some degree and if there is a concern, please let me know and I will deal directly 

with the company involved. Once the roof is completed the interior work will commence. Talking with the contractor he 

felt two weeks would be required once he starts. The new roof material is more hail resistant and was recommended by 

both insurance and contractor.  

    We will have both outside "East brick" crosses lit up in the evening with the use of LED rope lights. Rodger F. has done 

lots of work to make this happen and it should look neat as he tied into the timer for all outside lighting. 

                                                                                                                                   In Christ,  Wes      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VBS Report 2015 -  Gadget's Garage 

 We had a super weekend VBS program on July 24, 25 & 26! The theme was Gadget's Garage which we had used a few 

years ago and decided to finish off the curriculum left over from then. 

Fourteen children registered for the weekend of fun & frolic! They all said they enjoyed the Bible stories, songs, games, 

snacks and crafts. It was hard to say it was over on Saturday afternoon!! All that was left then was lunch on Sunday after 

church! 

We had a great team of volunteers for the weekend and they did an awesome job. 

Thank you for your time and talents and especially your enthusiasm. 

Pastor Rob & Jacob Fifield - Bible stories 

Lain Reid & Jaimee Reese - singing leaders 

Louise Krebs - crafts 

Brooke Krebs & Eryn Krebs - snacks & Saturday lunch 

Wes Thomas (with help from Hunter Reese & Jacob Fifield) - games 

Hunter Reese - Technical 

Pastor Rob & Wes did most of the decorating 

Pam Thomas - helped everywhere!!!!!  

Garnet Galenzoski - barbecuer for Sunday lunch 

Plans are in the works for VBS 2016.  We would like to go back to doing a week long VBS, if possible. Therefore, we need 

everyone to keep this ministry in their thoughts & prayers. 

Thanks again to all volunteers  

In Christ, Bev 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
VBS 2016 is also in the works for next summer. 

Please speak to Lain Reid about helping at next year’s program. 
 
 



"ADOLESCENT FAITH DEVELOPMENT" 

A special presentation by Dr. James Gimbel,  
President of Concordia Lutheran Seminary 
7:00 P.M. on Thursday, September 10th 

at Foothills Lutheran Church 
 

If you're a parent, grandparent, Sunday school teacher, have children in your life in any way, and/or are 
concerned about the loss of young people from the church, come hear Dr. Gimbel present on developing 
lasting faith in our young people.  This is presented by the Board of Christian Education and Young People's 
Ministry of Foothills Lutheran Church, Calgary. 

 
 
 
 

CIRCUIT “TOWN HALL” MEETING 
Friday, September 11 

7:30 P.M. 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

13811 Deer Ridge Drive S.E., Calgary 
 

Come visit with ABC District President Glenn Schaeffer and 
LCC Interim Pastoral Leader Rev. Nolan Astley 

 
During this visit you will have the opportunity to: 
Discuss the financial challenges of the ABC District and the CEF/DIL investors; 
Discuss the mission and ministry challenges facing our congregations in this post-church era  
and how we might address them in the next triennium; 
Share your thoughts about the restructuring of our Synod; 
Pray and socialize with other brothers and sisters in Christ.   

 
NOTE: Pastor Astley and President (Elect) Schaeffer are also making themselves available outside of this 
meeting time for individual visits with congregations, church members, and church workers. If you want to set 
up a visit with Pastor Astley, contact him at: nolan.astley@lutheranchurch.ca. For Dr. Schaeffer, call 1-780-
474-0063 or email him at: gschaeffer@lccabc.ca. 
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FUTURE EVENTS AT REDEEMER 

L.W.M.L. MEETING 
  Monday, September 14  

  10:00 A.M.      
All Ladies welcome 

 
L.W.M.L. RALLY 

Saturday, September 19  
 10:00 A.M. 

All Ladies are welcome. 
  $10.00 

 If you have never experienced a rally, join us for a full day of fellowship.   
Meet other Lutherans from Central Alberta, that also “Serve the Lord with Gladness”. 

 
 

FAMILY CONFIRMATION MEETING 
Tuesday, September 15 

 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES  

to GRADE 3 STUDENTS  
Sunday, September 20  

10:30 A.M. Worship Service 
 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 
Sunday, September 27  

 9:30 A.M. 
 

EXERCISE / DEVOTION 
September 29 

1:00 P.M. 
 
 

TURKEY SUPPER  
November 1 

This event requires quite a number of volunteers to help prepare the meal. 
If you are able, please plan to help serve at this event.  

 
 

PASSION DRAMA  
An organizing committee will be formed this fall. 

Speak to Dave Reid if you’d like to be a part of this committee. 
Pray for the success of this witness to the community. 

 

2016 BALL TOURNAMENT 
Yup! That’s right!  

After a couple of years off, we are going back to the A.B.C. Ball Tournament.  
Plan to be in Golden next year the weekend after the August long weekend in 2016! 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Near- Death Experience 
 

   A 54 year-old woman had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital.  While on the operating table 
she had a near-death experience.  Seeing God, she asked him, “Is my time up?”  God told her, “No, you have 
another 43 years, 2 months, and 8 days to live.” 
 Upon recovery, the woman decided to stay in the hospital and have a face-lift, liposuction, breast 
implants, and a tummy tuck.  She even had someone come in and change her hair color and brighten her teeth.  
Since she had so many more years to live, she figured she might as well make the best of them.   After her last 
operation, she was released from the hospital.  While crossing the street on her way home, she was killed by an 
ambulance. 
 Arriving again in front of God, she demanded, “I thought you said I had another 43 years to live!  Why 
didn’t you pull me from out of the path of the ambulance?” 
  God replied.  “I would have, but I didn’t recognize you.” 
 
                                                                                                            ----Submitted  
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

  1 2 3 4 5 
       

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Worship 10:30 

 

  "Adolescent Faith 
Development" at 
Foothills, Calgary 7 
P.M. 

Circuit “Town 
Hall” meeting, 
7:30 at Good 
Shepherd 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Holy Communion 
10:30 

L.W.M.L. Meeting 

10:00 AM 
Christian 
Women’s 
Breakfast 

Family 
Confirmation 
Meeting 

Pastors Circuit 
meeting in 
Drumheller 

 9:30 AM 

  L.W.M.L. Rally at 
Didsbury 

10:00 A.M. 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

Worship 10:30 

Presentation of 
Bibles to Grade 
3 Students 

      

27 28 29 30    

Bible Study 9:30 
Holy Communion 
10:30 

 Exercise/Devotion 

1:00 P.M. 

Organists Meeting    

       
        

 

 

 

 


