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GOD  SPEAKING 
 

The man whispered, “God, speak to me.” 
And a meadowlark sang. 

But the man did not hear. 
 
 

So the man yelled, “God, speak to me.” 
And the thunder & lightning rolled across the sky. 

But the man did not listen. 
 
 

The man looked around and said, “God, let me see you.” 
And a life was born. 

But the man did not notice. 
 
 

So, the man cried out in despair, “Touch me, God, and let me know you are here.” 
Whereupon, God reached down and touched the man. 
But the man brushed the butterfly away and walked on.  

 
 

Don’t miss out on a blessing just because it isn’t packaged the way that you expect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Hey Pastor!   How Does Your Garden Grow? 
 Thanks for your interest! I love to garden! How does my garden grow? Well, that’s still a great mystery on a 
number of levels! I put the seed in the ground, and I water (now that I have rain barrels) and fertilize. But you know 

honestly, I am like the man Jesus spoke of in a parable when he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should 
scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows 
not how.” (Mark 4:26-27) 

Why? I ask myself, is it that I plant certain seeds and they didn’t grow? And I plant others and they are 
producing more than I can use up. And I certainly did not plant the weeds but they are doing very well, thank 
you! I treated the seeds all the same. I took the same care with each and yet I get different results. That, too, 
is a great mystery! 
 That, too, is the great mystery in the kingdom of God when I think about it. Why is it that God’s Word 
when planted produces different results. I have no control over that (for a control person –this is very 
troubling!) 
 In terms of kingdom growth, Jesus pulls back the curtain a little on that mystery. He taught His disciples 
that the Kingdom of God grows by the power of God’s Word. God’s Word has power all to itself, just as the 
seed has power – we call that power in the seed “germination.” We call that power in the seed “the Gospel” in 
the Kingdom of God. 
 He also pulls back the veil a little with regard to the results that are produced when the Word of God is 
shared. In the parable of the sower, Jesus explains that there are many factors in our world and in us that 
causes these variable results. Sometimes, there is a hardness of heart that simply will not allow the Word of 
God to take root, at other times it’s the concerns of this world that choke out the growth and at other times it 
is the work of the devil himself that beats people down and he is always at work planting his own evil into 
people. And what is more, it is likely that all three conditions conspire to try to thwart God’s plan for the 
salvation of all people. We have no control over these conditions. (Mark 4:1-20) 
 But none the less, what all those parables also tell us is that there comes the harvest day. And that is good news. 
Because in spite of all the trials and troubles, the Word of God does produce fruit, in fact so much fruit that Jesus says 
the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. Wow! Now that you put it in those terms the power of God’s Word is 
awesome! 
 What Jesus says is important for us. We believe Him when He says that the power of God for the salvation of all 
people rests in His Word. And if that is true, then it is quite certain that we will need the Word of God to be put into our 
flesh. If I never planted any seed into my garden patch, I would only have useless weeds growing up. 
 But I did plant seed into my garden patch, I didn’t know what result it would produce but I planted in the hope 
that it would produce some good vegetables. If I didn’t believe that, I wouldn’t have put seed into the garden in the first 
place.  
 Friends, if we do not believe that God’s Word is God’s sole means of saving people, if we don’t believe it to be 
the power of God for the salvation of all people, then I suppose we would not bother with His Word, and we certainly 
would not be passionate to share His Word with anyone. God save us from such unbelief, help us to believe in Your 
Word, rekindle in us a passion to join you in bringing the Gospel to those who have never heard it.  
 Even though I have little knowledge of how each of the seed types germinates, etc. I have vegetables growing in 
my garden now! Thanks be to God! 
 And the good news is that the Kingdom of God continues to grow even though we don’t understand how. 
Friends, trust the Word of God, it is the power of God for our salvation and for the salvation of the whole world. 
 And what is more, see yourself as a good seed and allow God to use the Word He planted in you to bear fruit in 
the lives of those around you. Let him plant you, His living Word into the lives of those who do not know Him. 
 Well, that’s great Pastor but what I was really asking is, how is your garden growing?  Oh?! …Oops…You mean 
that little planter box outside?! Well, if you want some green bunching onions or radishes, I have lots. Let me know and I 
can get you some, but don’t ask me about lettuce this year. Not a single seed germinated! Maybe next year! How about 
you? How does your garden grow? 
 

                                                          Pastor Rob 

 

 



THANK YOU 

to 

Elsie Bonkowski 

 

for the beautiful bulletin covers 

that she designed for the  

70th Anniversary Celebration. 

 

“Inspiration of reflective colors of  

God’s creation & His colors 

of grace over 70 years.   

And our hope for years to come.”  

 
 

 

Redeemer’s 70
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

June 27
th

 and 28
th

 

 

 Several people gathered on Saturday afternoon for a trip past our old church building by some 
and then out to the Westcott Cemetery (which was also the site of St. Paul’s).  Several individuals had 
relatives buried there.  Thank you Wes for having the grounds mowed and cleaned up.   
 

Later in the afternoon the youth met at Barry and Simone’s and had 
an opportunity to renew friendships.  They participated in a Scavenger Hunt 
and then went to the church to dig up the time capsule which had been 
buried near the church sign in 2001.  The contents of the capsule are 
displayed on the table in the Fireside Room.  There were approximately 25 
people in attendance. 

 
Pastor Rob was the Officiant and Pastor Larry Lentz preached the sermon at the Sunday 

morning Communion Service using the theme “O God Our Help In Ages Past, Our Hope For Years To 
Come”.  Several times he would say “This is the day that the Lord has made” to which the congregation 
responded “let us rejoice and be glad in it”.  These are truly fitting words as we look back at all the 
blessings God has bestowed on Redeemer through the years. Thank you Pastor Lentz for your words 
of encouragement.  Thank you also to Lain Reid, Hunter Reese and Kevin Krebs for reading the 
Lessons.  Robbie Lentz played the organ for the service and Jaimee Reese sang during the gathering 
of the offering.  Thanks to both of them for sharing their musical talents.  The Liturgy for the service 
was page 15 from the old Hymnal.  It was wonderful to sing it again.  It brought back lots of memories. 

 
Following the service we gathered for a wonderful potluck dinner in 

the gymnasium.  Thank you to everyone who provided food. 
 
 
 
A program followed where several individuals shared their memories 

of Redeemer through the years.  Letters of congratulations were read with probably the most notable 



being from Prime Minister Harper.  President Robert 
Bugbee brought greetings on behalf of Lutheran 
Church – Canada.  He also presented Pastor Rob 
with a certificate recognizing 25 years in the Ministry.  
Redeemer also presented him with a card and gift in 
celebration of this milestone. 

 
 Once again Pastor Rob officiated at the 
afternoon service.  President Robert Bugbee preached the Sermon.  The theme 

of his sermon was taken from Luke 19:1-10 – where Zacchaeus a tax collector came to know Christ.  
He encouraged us to reach out – here and now! 
 
 This was a Praise Service led by Jaimee and friends.  Special music 
was provided by Jaimee Reese, Pam Bogner, Di Levagood and Lorna 
Reese during the gathering of the offering.  Again many thanks go out to 
you.  Thank you to Dave Reid and Harry Reese who served as readers. 
 After service we had an opportunity for people to visit over 
refreshments served by the LWML.  Thank you to the ladies of Redeemer 
for donating cookies and squares. 
(We will be enjoying some over coffee after Service on Sundays.) 
 
 

THANK YOU: 
  
to Pastor Lentz for preparing a wonderful video presentation which was available for viewing on both 
Saturday and Sunday.  Please speak with him if you would like a copy. 
 
to Elsie Bonkowski for the beautiful and meaningful bulletin covers 
 
to Donna Hall for making the 70th Anniversary Cake 
 
to Lorna Reese and Di Levagood for doing the bulletin boards and for all the picture displays – these 
will remain up for several weeks  
 
to Di Levagood for doing the table decorations for the potluck dinner 
 
 We are indeed thankful for those who helped in any way and for everyone that attended.  It was 
wonderful to see some former members of Redeemer.  It was uplifting to share the weekend together.  
Thanks be to God who is so faithful to us and is “our hope for years to come”. 
 

    The Anniversary Committee -  

    Pastor Rob, Dave Reid, Harry and Lorna Reese  

                                                                               

 

                                 70 

         

 



 

 

JULY 24,  25,  26 

 

 

Friday, July 24 – 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 25 – 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Sunday, July 26 – 10:30 a.m. during the Worship Service 

 

 

We are still in need of a VBS co-ordinator. 

 We have some volunteers but  

     just need a co-ordinator to put it all together. 

   Contact Pastor Rob for details. 

       Please pray and consider helping out in this way. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

To Redeemer Sunday School, 

 

Westglen School would like to thank you for 

 your donation to our Breakfast Program.   

This program is only possible through grants and  

donations, and so we are very grateful for your assistance. 

Thank you once again. 

Kind Regards,  

Students and Staff 

Westglen School  

 



 CONGRATULATIONS   

Rebecca Krebs  
On Your High School Graduation 

                                                  May God bless you and guide you in your future endeavors. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
The pictures on the July & August calendars, and this picture, 

were taken of the flowers in the flower bed in the front of  

the church.  Thanks, Mary Connell, for taking care of God’s 

beautiful flower creations. 

 

               “A Flower is a Smile from Heaven” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 



 

THE PERFECT CHURCH 

 

If you should find the perfect church 

Without one fault or smear 

For goodness sake, don’t join that church! 

You’d spoil the atmosphere. 

 

If you should find the perfect church 

Where all anxieties cease, 

Then pass it by, lest finding it, 

You mar the masterpiece. 

 

If you should find the perfect church 

Then don’t you ever dare. 

To tread upon such Holy ground, 

You’d be a misfit there. 

 

But since no perfect church exists, 

Made of imperfect men, 

Then let’s quit looking for that church. 

And love the church we’re in. 

 

Yes, let’s keep working in our church, 

Until the resurrection, 

And then we each will join that church 

Without an imperfection. 

 

                                                                  Submitted by, Donna Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  
  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Didsbury, AB. 

   July 2015 
  
 

  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

   1 2 3 4 
   

 
 
 

  

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Worship 10:30       

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Holy  
Communion 
10:30 

      

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Worship 10:30     Vacation Bible 

School 
Vacation Bible 
School 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
Holy  
Communion 
10:30 
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o
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Enjoy your Summer – Take God along with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
  
  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Didsbury, AB 

August 2015 
  
  

 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

      1 
       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Worship 10:30 HERITAGE 

DAY 

     

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Holy 
Communion 
10:30 

  Elders Meeting 

7 PM 

   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
Worship 10:30  PPC Meeting 

7 PM 

    

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Holy 
Communion 
10:30 

      

30 31      

Holy 
Communion 
10:30 
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                                   ENJOY THE SUMMER GOD MADE FOR YOU! 

 

 


