
March Newsletter 

2015 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Didsbury, Alberta 

 

 

THE TRINITY 

Just like the leaves on each shamrock I see, 

there are three parts to the Holy Trinity. 

First is God the Father, 

then Jesus, His only Son, 

and then the Holy Spirit,  

together they are One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

A Lenten Thanksgiving 

(A continuation of the series dedicated to the congregation’s Jubilee Year) 
 

… even when we were dead in our trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved— Ephesians 2:5 
 
Hey Pastor! What are you thankful for this month? 
 
 Good question! As I look out my window and see another return to winter like weather my response 
is…”certainly not the weather!!!” 
 But a look at my calendar reminds me that we have entered the season of Lent in the Church Year. 
Lent is a “church word” for “Spring.” I know cool eh?! We are a month ahead of the rest of the world again. 
We celebrated the New Year a whole month earlier and now we are celebrating Spring a whole month ahead 
of the rest of the world! Right now however, its takes a lot of faith to rejoice in Spring because we have little 
evidence of its arrival.  
 And that’s really the thing about the season of Lent, the season of Spring, it both demands and gives 
faith. Let me explain what I mean… The Church has set aside a period of time within the year for Christians to 
focus on penitence. The early Church Fathers decided to set aside the days before the great high Festival of 
Easter for this and since Easter occurs in Spring they called this season before the celebration of Easter – 
“Lent” or “Spring.” I know those ancients were so original in their use of names! 
  As we have been learning in our Wednesday Lenten Evening devotional time, those who are penitent 
are those who sorrow over our sins and who trust in Jesus, our Saviour’s work to forgive our sin. To be a 
penitent is to Both acknowledge and sorrow over sin as revealed in God’s Holy Word of Law and to believe in 
His Holy Gospel, in Jesus’ as the sinner’s hope for forgiveness of sin . This kind of Faith is born not in the heart 
of the believer but given from above, from God, the Holy Spirit through the Word of God and His means of 
grace, through Baptism, Holy Absolution and the Lord’s Supper. 
 As I reflect upon the journey of my life thus far, even in these first couple of month of 2015, I see how 
battered and bruised, spiritually, I have become and how tarnished with sin, that once glistening white robe 
of Christ’s righteousness is and how broken by falling into the potholes of temptation I have become. 
 Dust you are and to dust you shall return are words which mark Ash Wednesday and our entrance 
into our Lenten Thanksgiving. That confession requires faith born of God. So likewise, is the promise of being 
born again, born from above. I mean lets face it. Our reason says, if you are dead, you are dead. But Lent says 
you are dead, and from death comes new life. 
 I am thankful for this season of Lent, which like the first car wash of spring restores the gleam of my 
car, brings new life, luster to my life. And like Spring car washes I am reminded that this is a daily event! 
Luther calls it our daily baptismal dip.  
 Spring is a time of joyful hope. It is a time of celebrating the return to life of the sinner who once was 
dead to God but now is made alive in Christ. Spring is a time of sorrow recognizing that it is my sin that was 
the cause of an innocent man’s unjust suffering and death. 
 But for me, Spring, Lent, is time of thanksgiving for Jesus my Saviour! It is a time for faith, it both 
demands and supplies this faith through our focus on the Word of God, our practice of the Lenten disciplines 
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. I pray that yours will be a Lenten thanksgiving as well! 
 A blessed Lenten Thanksgiving to one and all! 
 

 Pastor Rob 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Some of us from Prince Of Peace and another group of brothers and sisters in Christ, are 
going to the Focus on the Family movie “The Drop Box” on Thursday, March 5th at 7:30 
p.m. at the Cineplex Odeon Sunridge Spectrum Theatre in N.E. Calgary. We invite those 

interested in joining us that night to buy their tickets online at 
http://dropbox.focusonthefamily.ca/?gclid=CKbK6OnA2sMCFU-Tfgod_V8Aww . If you purchase a ticket to 
this showing, please let us know and maybe we can all sit together. We plan to go to a nearby coffee spot 
after for talk and prayer. 
  We are also looking at taking our evening of support for those who cannot speak for themselves a 
step further. I have asked two sisters in Christ to look at setting up, on another date, the opportunity for all 
who want to go down to the Calgary Pregnancy Center (or another care center in need of support) and serve 
them in any way they would need for us to help. 
  So if you want in, come join us. If not, please pray for us as we desire to be Jesus’ hands and feet in a 
cold world which often abandons rather than cherishes. 

In the Risen, Living and ever Caring Jesus, 
Pastor Keith Haberstock 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
403-285-2288 

    

 
 
 
 
 

Elsie Bonkowski had us to her home for the February meeting.  
We are hosting the Fall Rally here in September.   We will need lots of help. 
The next meeting is Monday, March 9 at 10:00 a.m. in the fireside room.                                   
Please join us. 
 
 

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
Tuesday, March 10 

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Redeemer Lutheran Church Gym 

$6 per person 
 

Special Feature:  The Art of Felting – Fay Hodson 
Special Music:  Twila Penner 

Special Speaker:  Tandy Balson 
“Is Good, Good Enough” 

 
For Reservations, call Ann at 403-335-8444 

   
 
 
 

http://dropbox.focusonthefamily.ca/?gclid=CKbK6OnA2sMCFU-Tfgod_V8Aww


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNEDAY EVENING POTLUCK SUPPER at 5:30 p.m. 
followed by 

LENTEN SERVICE at 6:15 p.m. 
 

       
     March 29  

           10:30 a.m. 
  
 
 

 
 
 

It has been decided that the Passion Drama is on hold at this time and will not happen this year.  If you would 

like to organize this or if you know of someone else who would be interested in taking over this project, speak 

to Pastor Rob, Barry Reese, or Dave Reid.  At this time, we thank Harry & Lorna for the many years they have 

organized this Drama as a witness to the community. In prayer, we ask the Lord to guide us as future 

decisions are made. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a new devotional book.   Pastor Ohlinger's granddaughter, 
Amy E. Chandler, wrote "Into the World."   It is 62 devotions to edify and inspire.  
I wrote the page numbers of some of my favorites in the front cover.   
                                                             Submitted by church librarian, Deb Milford 
 
 

                                             70TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF REDEEMER 

June 27 & 28, 2015 
Mark your calendars now for this exciting weekend of celebration! 

 
Any suggestions for this event should be submitted to 

Harry Reese or Dave Reid 



 
 

ON THE TRAIL OF MARTIN LUTHER: Pastor David and Brenda Bode from Foothills Lutheran Church invite you 

to join them on a tour of the land where Luther preached, taught, and brought the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

back to the light of His church. This is the same tour being advertised in the present Canadian Lutheran, and 

we truly hope we can have a group from our Calgary churches make this trip. A presentation on this trip with 

Colette Travel will be held on Monday, March 16th at Foothills Lutheran Church (3104 - 34 Ave. N.W.) at 7:00 

p.m. The trip is planned for September 16-26, 2015. Pastor has pricing and other information available. 

Highlights include: Worms, Gutenberg Museum, Mainz, Erfurt, Wartburg Castle, Lutherhaus, Dresden, Leipzig, 

St. Thomas Church, Eisleben, Wittenberg, St. Mary’s Church, Berlin. Join us for the presentation--it will be a 

journey to remember, as we remember, learn and treasure the history of our church and the faith that we 

hold so dear. If you would like more information, you may contact Pastor Bode at: 

flcpastor@foothillslutheran.com  

Rev. David M. Bode, pastor 

Foothills Lutheran Church, Calgary, AB 

403-284-1342 

 

 
 
 

You are invited to attend the upcoming production of “That Towering Cross” which will premiere on            
March 26 - 28, 2015 at the Memorial Centre in Red Deer.  Local playwright Andrew Kooman was asked to 
write an Easter play to go along with music arranged by Kimberly Messer.  The production is under the 
direction of  Anette Bradley and Laura Geelen. 

 The Easter production’s choir features 60 members from 20 churches in the Central 
Alberta region.  Andrew was able to write the choir into the story as an integral part of the show 
which helps bring the story to life on the stage. 
  The following is a brief synopsis of the story: 

Anna returns to the small town church she grew up attending for its annual Easter production after a 
ten year absence. When she meets Joshua after the performance, her view of the cross as a tired, old symbol 
is challenged not only by his invitation to imagine it differently, but her need for it to be something more. 
  We appreciate your help in spreading the word about this exciting event.  Tickets are required but are 
free to the public, thanks to the generosity of our sponsors.  You can get tickets for any of the four shows 
(March 26th at 7 p.m., March 27th at 7 p .m. and March 28th at 2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.) by calling 403-343-
1611.  They are also available for pick up at 53rd Street Music (4902 - 53 Street, Red Deer) or at Scott’s 
Parable Christian Store on Gasoline Alley. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:flcpastor@foothillslutheran.com


Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support.  In 

the midst of life’s joys and trials we count ourselves blessed 
to be in fellowship, and we give thanks to God for your love. 

Amber continues to work for a local grade school as an 
education assistant.  The child under her care has shown 
significant improvements in motor skills, and has displayed a 
love for music and physical activity.  Amber’s placement is 
temporary and indefinite, but we’re grateful that she’s 
employed in a fulfilling career.  Still, we welcome your prayers 
for her permanent placement with the school board, that we 
may receive the benefits of increased stability and year-round 
insurance. 

My education continues in the whole of life, from the academics of Concordia 
Lutheran Seminary, to the field work of Grace Lutheran Church, to the invitations and 
opportunities of everyday life.  Recently, I’ve been reminded of God’s love for the lost, 
and have endeavoured to expand my social life beyond the four walls of the church.  
Such a lifestyle is not without its strains, but it is one, I believe, that draws nearer to 
Jesus’ earthly life. 

As a sample of this growing lifestyle, I’ve taken opportunities to attend public 
events at Amber’s place of employment.  Though initially an expression of marital love, 
it simultaneously became an opportunity to acquaint myself with the young and old of 
her school.  I’ve been blessed with positive interactions from spill cleanup to a 
presentation on the place of my upbringing, and I hope to have many more to come to 
the sharing of the Gospel. 

May God richly bless you, and lead you into a fullness of life. 
    Jason & Amber Legacy 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Daylight Saving Time  

Begins 
March 8, 2015 

 
 

  



 
 

A final note from Pastor Rob: 

Lent with the Family 

Sometimes we struggle with how we might observe the season of Lent. Here are some ideas: 

Get your family to research and discuss what the word “Lent” means, and how it has been observed in the past. 
Find out what colors are used in the observance of Lent. Decorate your house using the colors of Lent and with 
the words and images of Lent. 

Have a movie night and obtain a copy of “Pay It Forward.” Celebrate the night with popcorn and purple juice. 
Discuss the message of the movie. How did you feel watching the movie? What was a funny moment? Sad 
moment? Important moment? 

Option: include a time for family members to wash each other’s feet and speak a blessing to the member 
whose feet you are washing. 

End with a prayer giving thanks to God for your family and that He would help each member of the family to 

love each other. 

A Family Lenten Service Suggestion 

 

1. Gather in a comfortable space and say this prayer aloud: 

1. Generous Creator, help us to be more generous in sharing what you have provided for our use with 
people who are in need. Thank you for all you give us each day, and especially for sending your Son, 
Jesus, with your gift of saving love. Amen. 

2. Explain that during the season of Lent—Ash Wednesday through Palm Sunday—Christians traditionally do three 
things to prepare to celebrate Christ's resurrection at Easter: pray, fast, and give alms. Almsgiving is another 

way of saying "giving to people who are in need." 

3. There are many needs that people experience decide as a family what you want to focus on. Perhaps its people 
who need encouragement. Or people who need food. 

4. Pick a week or two during Lent for your Lenten activity. Put a box, jar, or plastic food container on your family 
dining table. Explain that you will work as a family to save money to use to buy a gift card for someone who 
needs help. Decide on the kind of gift card you want to use which might help the person with the need you 
identified above. Optional: Decorate the container with pictures or words to convey the significance of the 
season, such as crosses, images of Jesus, symbols of love, or pictures of cars. 

5. On the days you designate, encourage each member of your family to make a donation of coins or currency to 
your container. Ideas for children: donate part of allowance or birthday money, earn money by doing chores or 
odd jobs for neighbors. Ideas for adults: give up a daily coffee break or dine-out meal. Encourage one another 

to make a Lenten sacrifice to contribute the money. 

6. Each day of your Lenten project, pray for those who will receive the card. For example: "Dear God, bless the 
people who will benefit from this donation. Keep them warm and safe, and help get them where they need to 
go. Amen." 

7. Once your chosen timeframe is up, use the money collected to purchase your gift card. Discuss if there is 
someone your family knows who would appreciate this gift. Or you might choose to give it to a social service 
agency, the Deacon’s fund at the congregation or some even a random stranger. 

 

 

 



 

  
  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church  
March 2015 

  

  
 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
9:30  Bible Class 
10:30  Worship 

 1:30 Bible Study 
4:00 Family 
Confirmation class 

5:30  Lenten 
Potluck 
Worship to 
follow 

Family 
Confirmation class 
after school 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
9:30  Bible Class 
10:30  Holy 
Communion 
DAYLIGHT 
SAVING TIME 
BEGINS 

L.W.M.L. – 10 A.M. 9:30 Christian  
Women’s Bkfst.. 
1:30 Bible Study 
4:00 Family 
Confirmation 
class  

5:30  Lenten 
Potluck 
Worship to 
follow 

Family 
Confirmation class 
after school 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
9:30  Bible Class 
10:30  Worship 

 1:30 Bible Study 
4:00 Family 
Confirmation class 

5:30  Lenten 
Potluck 
Worship to 
follow 

Family 
Confirmation class 
after school 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
9:30  Bible Class 
10:30  Holy 
Communion 

 1:30 Bible Study 
4:00 Family 
Confirmation class 

5:30  Lenten 
Potluck 
Worship to 
follow 

Family 
Confirmation class 
after school 

  

29  

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 31     
 
 
9:30  Bible Class 
10:30  Holy 
Communion 
 

 1:30 Bible Study 
4:00 Family 
Confirmation class 

    

       
        

n
o

te
s April 2 – MAUNDY THURSDAY    Holy Communion at 7:00 P.M. 

April 3 - GOOD FRIDAY    Worship at 7:00 P.M. 

April 5 - EASTER SUNDAY   Worship at 10:30 A.M.   

                                     


