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MARY’S DREAM 

I had a dream Joseph. I don't understand it, not really, but I think it was about a birthday celebration 
for our Son. I think that was what it was all about. The people had been preparing for it for 
about six weeks. They had decorated the house and bought elaborate gifts. It was peculiar, 
though, because the presents weren't for our Son. They wrapped them in beautiful paper 
and tied them with lovely bows and stacked them under a tree. Yes, a tree Joseph, right in 
their house. They'd decorated the tree also. The branches were full of glowing balls and 
sparkling ornaments. There was a figure on top of the tree. It looked like an Angel might 
look. Oh, it was beautiful. Everyone was laughing and happy. They were all excited about the gifts. They gave 
the gifts to each other, Joseph, not to our Son. I don't think they even knew Him. They never mentioned His 
name. Doesn't it seem odd for people to go to all that trouble to celebrate someone's birthday if they don't 
know Him. I had the strangest feeling that if our Son had gone to this celebration, He would have been 
intruding. Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone so full of cheer, but it made me want to cry. How 
sad for Jesus not to be wanted at His own birthday celebration. I'm glad it was only a dream. How terrible, 
Joseph, if it had been real.          
                                                                                                                                                                     Author Unknown                                                                                                                                                 

                                          

 

 

 

Keep the Christ of Christmas 
alive in your heart through the coming year, 

not only in December. 

   

                                                                     



From Pastor Rob:    “What Kind of Christmas?”  

 Seasons Greetings! Happy Hanukkah! Have a great Winter Solstice! Have a fun Winterfest! Happy 

Kwanzaa! Merry Christmas! Blessed Christmas!  A-A-G-H! What kind of greeting should I use in my Christmas 

Letter? May be you have struggled with the question as well. What Kind of Christmas greeting should I offer to 

people? A Godless Christmas? A Pagan Christmas? A commercially successful Christmas? A self-gratifying 

Christmas? A survivalist Christmas. Or perhaps, “I hope you don’t have to have Christmas at all” – kind of 

Christmas greeting! Sadly, for many this is their preferred Christmas. Obviously, none of these greetings reflect 

the desire of the Christian for people. 

 Perhaps it is best to let God speak for Himself, and bring to people the Divine Words that He entrusted 

to His angels to proclaim to the earth and in particular to some shepherds tending their flocks of sheep on the 

plains surrounding the town of Bethlehem. You know those words of Good News well, “Peace on Earth, Good 

Will Toward Man!” 

 With these Words God proclaims what He done. He has brought reconciliation between himself and 

His created earth, and even better News, God’s will toward humanity, in specific, is always and only for our 

good.  

 The fulfillment of this Divine announcement of peace of course came at the great cost: God coming in 

the human flesh of His Son, Jesus, to bear the sin of all humanity and to release all humanity from shame, 

guilt, and hurt which we have suffered on account of our sin, and the harm and hurt which we have 

experienced from others.  

 I pray that God’s Christians would not give into the world’s demand that we not to speak of Jesus. 

Instead may God grant us many opportunities in our relationships to humbly speak once again the Good News 

that has been entrusted to us and joyfully to invite people everywhere into that Divine, God given gift of 

peace. 

 Friend, what a joy it is that God’s heart’s desire is to come and dwell with us, in fact, dwell in us! At one 

time it is true, God could not dwell with us, not without destroying us. Sinful humanity and a Holy God cannot 

co-exist. But Jesus became sin for us and took our sin to the cross. The consequence of our sin, the separation 

between God and us has been removed! There is nothing that can separate us from God, because of Jesus 

saving work! 

 God’s desire is dwell with all people. And it is our joyful work to send out the invitation far and wide 

and let people know that the dwelling place of God is with His people! And His dwelling place is always for our 

good, never to harm humanity. 

 What kind of Christmas? Well a peace-filled Christmas to be sure! A joy-filled Christmas, especially as 

we share the Good News with those who do not know of Jesus! 

 What kind of Christmas? Well as I have reflected upon all this goodness of God, I have decided that my 

prayer and my greeting for you friend is that you have a thank-full Christmas. God knows the world needs it! In 

specific, my prayer is that God would grant you His divine gift of thankfulness. Not the attitude or disposition 

of your mind (i.e. you better be thankful…or else!); but the orientation of your soul toward God. Not your 

outward performance of giving thanks to God. But the inward working of God’s Spirit upon your whole self, 

body, mind and soul through Word and Sacrament. May God grant you such faith that eagerly receives this 

Divine gift and not just for this Christmas. I pray that God would bless you to live your days in 

the Divine and Holy estate of thanksgiving. 

 What kind of Christmas….friend, have a thanks filled Christmas in Christ Jesus!  

 P.S. Surgery went well! The healing will take some time. Thanks be to God!  



DATES & EVENTS 
 
 

 
                                               MID-WEEK ADVENT DEVOTIONAL SERVICES 

5:30 Potluck Fellowship Meal 
Service follows after the meal 

 
IMMANUEL:  “GOD WITH FLESH ON” 

 
December 3        Advent 1:  “In Christ we see our Creator” 
December 10      Advent 2:  “In Christ we see our Provider” 
December 17      Advent 3:  “In Christ we see God’s Heart” 

 
 
 

                    ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
Copies of the Advent Devotion “Home for the Holidays”          
are available at the church   OR   you can sign up online at 
http://www.lhm.org/advent/ to receive your daily Advent 
devotion. 
 

 
 
 

 
MITTEN TREE 

 
The tree will be up on Sunday, November 30, in the foyer.  Please feel free to add 
mittens, socks, scarves and toques to the collection.  These items will become part of 
“Didsbury Christmas Helpers.”  Hampers are packed and distributed to families who 
could use some help at Christmas time.   
 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
Tuesday, December 9  
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Feature – The Quilting Bee by Cheryl Naglis 
Music – Amy Hunter’s Bells 

Speaker – Laurie Abbott 
$6 with free babysitting  

For Reservations call:  Ann at 403-335-8444 
 
 
 

http://www.lhm.org/advent/


CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP                                                   
DECEMBER 24 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY HOLY COMMUNION 
DECEMBER 25 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIVE NATIVITY 
DECEMBER 20 & 21 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 This ministry to our community started after the completion of our building some thirty-four years ago 
under the direction of Pastor Larry Lentz.  Pastor Lentz and Robbie attended a Nativity presentation with Karl 
and Marvell Reese at Heritage Park and from that our Live Nativity began. 
 Because it is a “true story”, the message has never changed.  Many, many individuals have taken part 
through the years . . . . from small children to seniors.  Several of them now have the joy of celebrating Christmas 
in heaven.  Likewise, there have been many costumes used throughout the years.  We think that only one 
original costume remains – look for the red Wiseman. 
 Preparations are underway for Live Nativity 2014.  Please contact Pam Thomas (335-2383) as soon as 
possible if you are able to take part as a character. 

A date to set up the stable will be determined and an announcement will be made.  
Invite your family and friends to come, witness, and remember the true meaning of Christmas.  

                                      Submitted by Harry & Lorna Reese 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  

The Christmas Season is fast approaching and we would like to adorn the Sanctuary with poinsettias 
again this year.  You may wish to participate by placing one in memory of a loved one, in celebration of an event 
or just because!   

The cost will be $20 per plant.  Cut-off date is December 7 to place your order. 
Please speak with Dave Reid, Bert Mueller, Kitch Milford, Greg or Harry Reese. 

 

PASTOR’S CHRISTMAS GIFT 

The Elders are accepting donations for Pastor’s Christmas Gift. 
They can be given to Kitch Milford, Bert Mueller, Dave Reid, Greg or Harry Reese. 

 

 

We are in need of snow removal people this winter. If you or someone you know, would like to help 
with this annual event I would love to hear from you.  This would involve cleaning the walks around the 
Church and the south public sidewalk.  We do own a snow blower that has an electric start, 5 forward and 2 
reverse speeds. 
  Looking down the road to spring, Joan has retired her loving hands from the flower bed in front of the 
Church. Over the many years she has worked the soil, we have been able to see life spring forth week by 
week. When visitors come, we hear their comments on how nice the garden looks. So, if you would like to 
keep this area nice, which is mostly perennials, water (hose is always there), pick a few weeds, Redeemer 
needs you.  
  One of the items in the Trustee area of concern is our current ride-on mower, built in the mid- 
seventies.  It now uses oil (lots) and this year the reverse is now called FF, Freddie Flintstone. We have a need 
for a replacement and if you or someone you know has a good mower wanting a new home, well, maybe our 
cub cadet can have a buddy in the shed to talk with. 
  Please take the time to thank Joan and Paula for their years of dedication to the rose garden. 
                       Wes Thomas 

 
May 

the warm, 
guiding star 

drive from your 
life every shadow; 

may the glad song of 
angels find an echo in 

your heart; may the spirit  
of worship in the hearts of 

the wise men, and the simple 
faith of the shepherds be yours 

as, once more, you celebrate the 
birth- 
day of 

  the King 



Turkey Supper 2014 

 WOW!! ... who would have thought that 393 people would attend and consume all that food in so little 
time!!  Based upon previous numbers the committee had planned for 350.   
 Thank you to everyone for your generous donations of food and for all the help that was provided in so 
many ways.  It certainly proves that together we can!! 
 When all was said and done, the net profit was $3,280.33.  We have since received FaithLife’s grant 
cheque in the amount of $500.00. 
 A manual has been compiled and will be available for planning future suppers. 
 Thank you to Lucy Lee for convening this event. 
        Submitted by Lorna Reese 
 

 
Corpus Christi Male Chorale 

 
 Despite the extreme winter conditions on Sunday, November 16th, approximately twenty-five choir 
members together with their accompanist and some family members journeyed out from Calgary.  We were 
thankful that God provided safe travel for them. 

Our sanctuary was about two-thirds full for the concert.  If the weather conditions would have been 
better, I am sure we would have had a full house. A variety of musical selections were enjoyed. 

A fellowship time followed in the gym which was well attended.  Numerous members of the choir 
expressed their appreciation for the chance to sing and said they would gladly return again at a future date.    It 
was the first concert of the season for them.   

The freewill offering was given to the choir to defray expenses and to be given to charities which they 
support.  It is their wish that a portion of the offering is returned to Redeemer.  

        Submitted by Harry Reese 
 

 

.  

SYMPATHY is extended to the family of Emil Regner.  Emil was a long-time 

member at Redeemer and was blessed by God during his 100 years of life.  May the Lord 

give peace to his family at this time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The angels of the Lord 

appeared on a hillside – 
to announce the news of Jesus’ birth; 

appeared at the empty tomb 
to announce the news of His resurrection; 
appeared after His ascension into heaven 

to announce the news of His return. 
the message of the angels is very simple 

everything points to Jesus! 



An Invitation to Join the Challenge 

 A little while ago the Governor General of Canada invited Canadians to give a little extra over Christmas 
to a charity of their choice and to invite others to join them in responding to his challenge. It’s a worthy 
invitation for us, as Canadians, to consider and to act upon. 
 The number of charities has grown exponentially in the past few years to meet the ever growing needs 
of people. It’s a great way for the wealth of our citizens to be re-distributed so that many more people’s 
situation in life can be improved. 
 I would encourage members of the congregation to take up the challenge. And in specific I encourage 
you to give a special financial gift to Redeemer Lutheran Church and to challenge members of your family to 
do the same. 
 Why give a special gift to the congregation? 

 In an informal survey done this Fall our community churches were once again 
recognized as the most important means to address the needs of people in our 
community.  

 Redeemer has a 100 year history of compassionately serving people. 

 We are able to address the needs of people immediately without a lot of bureaucracy or 
red tape. 

  We don’t spend donations on fund-raising programs. That means that each dollar 
donated is a real dollar donated to the ministry of the congregation. 

 We alone are able to address the needs of the whole person: physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs. 

 Financial gifts to the congregation support a broad sphere of needs. We support the 
local community based ministries. Through our large web of partners we also support 
regional based ministries, as well as national and global ministries. Because we are a 
recognized charity, in some cases your donations are multiplied with matching grants 
and in the case of some international programs supported by the Canadian Government 
your donation can be multiplied up to 5 times. (An example of this is our partnership 
with Canadian Lutheran World Relief). 

 Most importantly God knows that the world needs His Christians to bring the light of His 
love into the growing darkness and evil of our times.  

 We are grateful to God for the continuous financial support of the members of the 
congregation throughout the year. And we know that God has brought about much good through your 
partnership in the ministry of the congregation even as He has promised. 
 So I invite you to take up the challenge of the Governor General of Canada and send a special 
financial gift this season to the congregation and challenge someone else to do the same. Let’s see 
what God will do! 
 You can use your church envelopes or you may send a cheque by mail. If now is not a good time 
for you to take up the challenge, then we pray that God would provide you with the opportunity to 
plan to take up the challenge in the next year. 

                                                                        Pastor Rob 
 

 
 

Redeemer Didsbury – “like” us on Facebook.  

 



 Deacon’s Fund? 

 Do you know that Redeemer has a Deacon’s fund? “What is a Deacon’s Fund?” you may ask. It is a 

special fund that has been set up by the congregation to provide emergency funding to people experiencing 

an unexpected need in their life. In the past, the fund has supported women seeking emergency shelter or 

food or transportation in cases of domestic violence. We have provided funds for families whose primary 

bread winner has experienced a crisis, such as illness or accident or when the primary bread winner has 

abandoned the family. We have also provided funds for stranded motorists. The situations are truly endless 

and each one unique. 

 Our province and community have over time developed many organizations, and funds to provide for 

many of the needs that present themselves. Through your taxes and through the support of the fund-raising 

efforts of these groups many of the challenges have been met. However, access to these resources by those in 

need takes time.  Time which a person in immediate need does not always have. 

 In recent discussions this Fall with our community and County partners and the Town of Didsbury, we 

all came to recognize that the Deacon’s Fund is an essential piece of the puzzle in responding to community 

needs. Funds can be immediately released to meet a critical need while the individual goes through the 

process of receiving community, county and provincial support. 

 Without the Deacon’s Fund some people slip through the cracks. 

 The Deacon’s Fund is intended to provide critical, immediate financial support to those experiencing a 

need. It is intended to provide bridging financial support while the person seeks to access the much larger 

resources available through the community, county and province. The funds are generally given as one-time 

gifts, and the amounts are relatively small, on average $150 or less, and most of the time it approaches $50. 

 While the fund is a ministry of Redeemer Lutheran Church, it is not supported by the regular giving of 

congregational members through the annual budget. Instead it depends upon the generosity of individuals to 

make a special or designated donation specifically to this fund. 

 At the present time, the fund is at its lowest level since its inception. We are unable to respond to 

requests for assistance at this time. If you are looking for a worthy cause to support this Advent/ Christmas 

season, prayerfully consider the Deacon’s Fund. Your constant prayers and your generous giving throughout 

the year is always appreciated! 

                                                                                                                                        Pastor Rob 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

December 2014 
  
 

  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
  Family Confirmation 

Class – 4PM 
Advent Pot luck 
5:30.  Worship at 
6:30 PM 

Family Confirmation 
Class after School 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Bible Class 9:30 

Worship 10:30 

 Family Confirmation 
Class – 4PM 

Elders – 7:30 PM 

Advent Pot luck 
5:30.  Worship at 
6:30 PM 

Family Confirmation 
Class after School 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Bible Class 9:30 

Holy Comm10:30 

VOTERS MTG. 

 

L.W.M.L. Potluck 

11:30 AM 

Family Confirmation 
Class – 4PM 

Advent Pot luck 
5:30.  Worship at 
6:30 PM 

Pastors Circuit Mtg. 
in Calgary 

Family Confirmation 
Class after School 

 Live Nativity 

 7:00PM 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Bible Class 9:30 

Worship 10:30 
Nativity 7 PM 

  Christmas Eve 

Worship – 6 PM 

Christmas Day 

Holy Communion 

10:30 AM 

  

28 29 30 31    
Holy Communion 

10:30 AM 

      

       
        

 

                                                   

 

                                                      God bless your Advent, and preparation for the birth of Christ! 

 


