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Focus on Me, not the storm. 

Matthew 14:22-23 



FROM THE VICAR 

Hello and greetings! 

   These past weeks have seen a lot of changes for us as a family, a new home, a new 
way of living, a new town, and a new church. Our kids will be getting used to a new way 
of doing school as well, as we prepare to begin homeschooling them. It is an exciting 
time for us as a family. We are filled with joy and joyful expectation for the time of      
vicarage here in your midst! Our kids are making some new friends, and we are getting 
to know people.  

    I want to say a special thank you to everyone who has made us feel welcome.     
People who helped us move, people who cleaned up the house for us to move in.    
People who helped with the many things in the house that needed to be fixed. People 
who ‘showed us the ropes’ around the church and the town. We have received several 
gifts from various people, and we are most grateful! You have made this time of change 
much more comfortable!  

Amid this time of transition, Malachi 3:6 comes to mind.                                                              
Here God says, “I the Lord do not change.” 

   All of us have faced changes in life. Marriage, the birth of children or a sibling, a new 
pet, or the first day of school. These are joyous occasions; ones we can celebrate!     
Indeed, most of life seems to involve change, both happy changes and sad. A car      
accident. The loss of a pregnancy, the loss of a loved one, a relationship that ends. 
Some changes can affect us in profound and personal ways. They can gut us to the 
core and leave us as an emotional wreck. Perhaps emotionally painful changes have 
brought you closer to God. Perhaps as a result of these changes, you feel you have 
drifted further from God. I have experienced both in my life. I have encountered    
changes that have made me feel far from God. I have encountered changes that seem 
to drive me into the arms of my loving Saviour. 
   We can remember that amid changes, God does not change. He sent His Son Jesus 
Christ to die for our sins, so we may be part of His unchanging mercy. Regardless of 
how we feel, our response to changes ought to be to seek the God who does not 
change. He promises us that He will be with us no matter what the changes in life 
bring. 

 

- Vicar Wendel 



ELDER’S REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear saints at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Didsbury,  

   Greetings from Southwestern Ontario! We are finally settled into our new home and are     
getting used to the humidity and temperatures that you get this far south. All four kids will be   
in school for the first time, so Erin is taking up a job to keep herself busy.  I’m settling into the 

routine of a two-point parish and I’m spending a lot of time visiting shut-ins and getting to    
know my two congregations - despite being only 12km apart, both of my congregations are 
very unique and dear to me in different ways.  

   I fondly remember my vicarage, and I pray that your new vicar leads you well over this next 
year.  
 
   As I sit here working on my sermon for the first Baptism I will be a part of, I am still pro-
cessing and reflecting on all that I learned at seminary and during my vicarage, and I strongly 
believe that my time in Didsbury will help me be a better pastor. We think about all the friends 

and good people we knew in Didsbury, and we wish you all of God’s    
richest blessings.  

   I pray that your congregation is soon blessed with a pastor to 
shepherd and teach the congregation for many years to come. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Rev. Michael Mayer 

Pastor, First Lutheran Logan & Redeemer Lutheran Monkton 

This past month has seen a lot of changes for Redeemer. We moved Vicar Wendel 
and family from Three Hills to Didsbury and welcomed Pastor Lobitz as our new      
Vacancy Pastor.  
 
The installation service on August 11, was well attended and officially started Vicar 
Wendel’s year with us. We are blessed and look forward to the coming year. 
 
Seeking members of the congregation that would be interested in assisting Vicar  
Wendel & Pastor Lobitz with the scripture readings. If you are interested please talk 
with Dave Reid or Pastor Lobitz. 
 
Thank you to all that helped out and attended the funeral of Hope Goetjen Anderson 
on August 24. The family really appreciated all of the help. 
 
REMINDER: Holy Communion Service 6:00pm  -  
                       Second Sunday of every month  
 
 

Have a blessed September 
Board of Elders 



TRUSTEE REPORT 
 

   First, we have spent the County cemetery grant and completed that project for this 

year. The grant report has been sent back to the County with all the expenses and   

volunteer hours for 2019. We applied for, and received funding to plant trees, and   

twenty (20) trees were indeed planted and placed just inside of our unfenced portion   

of land.  The grant also covered a small 12V water pump, as it was part of the project, 

so I don’t have to haul water too far. So far I think the trees have received over 1200 

gallons to help them get established. Four or five different kinds of trees or bushes 

should make this look very nice in the years to come. Pam's green thumb was put to 

work and we had a couple of picnics out there to complete the job.  

 

     The manse had some work done this year before the new Vicar and his family 

moved in. Tile, baseboard, screens, window repairs, cleaned the carpets, door jams, 

and other bathroom repairs.  All the major appliances were serviced and cleaned.  

 

        Thank you to all that worked on the house to get these things completed. 

These friends need our prayers and our visits: 
 
Olds - Elsie Bonkowski, Marg Rosehill, Jeanette Frederick 
 
Didsbury - Clara Bogner, John and Bea Folkmann,  

Angie Gillrie, Ida Kihn, Marguerite Krebs, Lucy Lee, Isabel Rigsby,                                             

Val Schmidt, Peter and Rita Versluys, Norma Winter 

 
Crossfield - Kay Schumaker, Evelyn Dorosch 
 
Innisfail - Marlene Wrightson 
 
Others who need prayers - Bev Regner, Gloria Baswick,  

Roberta Lentz, Donna Mueller, Larry Hartmann,  

Sydnee Doiron, Carol Pirnak & family 

 
 Please tell Vicar Wendel of any spelling mistakes or other needs. 

FRIENDS TO VISIT & EMBRACE IN PRAYER 



 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE - CANADA 

  LWMLC  REPORT 

 

   We would like to thank the congregation for all the support for projects over the year. 
We ask and you always deliver. God blesses us all. Remember that we are still 
collecting clothing and household items for the refugees that are in Red Deer. They 
need everything for their new homes. We can bless them with our donations of good, 
clean and used items. 
  
   Our ladies enjoy quilting but the cost of batting is getting expensive. If anyone could 
donate some batting or donate some money for us to buy some, that would be great. 
We will let you know when quilting resumes if anyone would like to join. 
 
   The meetings will resume Sept. 9 at 9:30am in the fireside room. Please join us for 
Bible study and fellowship. We really try to serve the Lord with gladness. 
If anyone would rather have an evening meeting talk to one of us and we will make this 
happen. 

 
Its time to get back into a routine - we could be part of that. 

 
Serve the Lord with Gladness! 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 

 Looking forward to Sunday School resuming in September.  

Join us September 15th and 29th during worship service 

 to start off another Sunday School year.  

If anyone would like to help out with teaching a class regularly 

or even just once or twice, this would be greatly appreciated. 

 Please speak to Lisa Reinhardt. 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019        9:30am-11:30am 

Redeemer Lutheran Church Gymnasium     

1500—23rd Street Didsbury  Alberta 

 

“Finding JOY in Your Journey!” 

Featuring: 

Christian Singer, Songwriter, Musician, Comedian & Inspirational Speaker 

Wendy Farha 

Wendy sells CDs and Jewellery too! 

 
Tickets $7 per person – free child care available       

To reserve call Ann (403) 335-8444 or Vicky (403) 335-3500 

Bring a friend…she’ll thank you! 

Sponsored by RSVP Ministries        www.rsvpministries.com 

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 



 

 

Youth – please feel free to bring friends to any youth event – the more the merrier.           

For travel events, please advise us of the number of friends attending, so we can make 

sure to have the number of drivers needed. 

 

Congregation Members – If you know of Youth who may be interested in attending, 

please forward them our Newsletters, or contact Wes & Pam Thomas with their contact  

information.  We would be more than happier to contact them with an invite. 

 
Wes and Pam’s Contact Information:  thomaswpc@gmail.com – e-mail address  

(403) 335-2383 – home phone (403) 586-4111 – Pam’s cell phone (403) 556-0067 – Wes’s cell phone 

mailto:thomaswpc@gmail.com


                                                                    Reminder:  Holy Communion 6:00pm 

                                               September 8  

.  
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