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FROM THE VICAR 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

There is a digital plague that is sweeping through our culture, one which affects almost all age groups and        

backgrounds. It has to do with constantly comparing our lives to those of others as well as our own life to our 

“digital life”. People see that everyone else seems happy, beautiful, and living a much better life than they are by 

what is shown on Instagram or Facebook. Sometimes people compare their actual life with ups and downs, good 

days and bad days, to the one they present on social media and feel like a fraud. It can be very difficult for people 

and have far reaching implications. Some will take dangerous supplements to change their appearance, others   

deny parts of themselves and who they are, some fall into a deep and agonizing depression because of the     

difference between their online self and real self. Essentially, all of this has its roots in coveting. That is, desiring 

what someone else has and neglecting to see what they have already. 

 

We in the Church are not exempt from this, especially at the congregational level. We may look at the church 

down the street or across town and think, “Why are their numbers higher? Why do they have more youth?         

Etc etc.” This is coveting on a group level, desiring what others have for ourselves. And with all coveting it neglects 

what we do have. And it has real implications for a congregation.  

 

A congregation may try to be who they are not in order to attract others, thinking that because someone else does 

that they should too. This ends up being an outward change only, because they know we cannot change the 

teachings of the Scriptures and so it appears like a bait-and-switch to many who may come. 

 

Coveting those not present in this manner also devalues those who are present. It says to them, even though it is 

not intended, “You are not enough. Your presence is appreciated, but we are still deficient.”  Rather than having 

joy at coming together as God’s people to be renewed by Him the gathering of the saints in such a coveting      

congregation results in a litany of laments over empty things. Empty pews, empty boards, empty groups. Coveting 

then discourages rather than encourages God’s people as they gather together. 

 

Congregational coveting may also lead to an unintentional despising of what God has already given to a              

congregation. It is similar to the child at Christmas who, rather than receiving their gift with joy, throws it aside 

because it is not what someone else was given. This coveting tries to pry into God’s hidden will to see what He 

would have us do rather than seeing what He has already graciously given, namely, those in the congregation and 

those around it. 

 

Brothers and sisters, God has given us a great many gifts, He has richly supplied us with His love and care, and we 

do not need to covet those things which we do not have or focus on those things which are not here. For this sort 

of coveting and focusing on the negative can keep us from seeing what God has already graciously given us. 



FROM THE VICAR 

When we gather together on any given Sunday we may not see the pews weighed down by extravagant numbers 

like on Christmas Eve or Easter, but that does not mean that we receive from God any less when we gather. His love, 

care, and forgiveness is not dependent on how many sit in the pews. Our being a family together is not dependent 

upon us, but upon our Lord who has bought us and bound us together in His Son. When we are comfortable with 

this, with God’s love and care for us as His family, then we can truly rejoice and be glad when the Lord adds to His 

family in our midst. 

 

We also have great mission, witness, and mercy work opportunities on our doorstep! Thanks be to God! While there 

is nothing wrong with looking for a national or international mission to prayerfully and purposefully support, we 

should not ignore those ones which God has placed around us. For example, Redeemer already has a wonderful    

relationship with the retirement homes in the area, these people are often neglected, forgotten, and marginalized 

by society at large. We have wonderful opportunities to bring them the good news of Christ’s love and salvation 

through word and deed. Sure, very few if any will financially support the congregation in turn, but that should never 

be an impediment to bringing the Gospel. 

 

Wherever we are, as individuals or a congregation, whenever we are with or around other people there God has   

given us someone to love, care for, and serve. He has given us someone to share His love with through our love and 

with whom to share the Good News of how through His love, God has reconciled us to Himself. For God has loved 

us, even when we did not love Him, by sending His Son into the flesh to bear in Himself all our sins and iniquities   

upon the cross so that by trusting that His work was done for us we may be made a new creation who will live in 

right relationship with God forever. Amen. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Vicar Josh 



ELDER’S REPORT 

 

On Friday, May 24 , we were in Edmonton for the Convocation Ceremony at Concordia Lutheran Seminary . We 

were there to see which direction our congregation was going to go in the next year. There were five candidates 

for placement this year, with twelve congregations applying for a candidate. We were very fortunate to  have          

a Vicar assigned to us for the coming year, Wendel Ritz. Wendel is the gentleman that has been going through the 

colloquy program.  

 

With two candidates being assigned to congregations in Ontario and one candidate assigned to Dawson Creek BC., 

this left only two candidates for Alberta and we received one. This is a blessing for us at Redeemer Lutheran 

Church. We look forward to the coming year and welcome Wendel and his family: 

 

Wife Debra, Daughter Wendellynnea , Daughter Avellynnea, Son Augustine, Son Lucas. 

 

The next steps are to meet with Pastor Mark Lobitz, and set the transition from Vicar Josh to Vicar Wendel.        

Pastor Lobitz will be taking the Vacancy Pastor position from Pastor Dressler.  

 

We will continue to update the congregation with information as it comes to us. 

 

Yours in Christ 

Board of Elders 

 

Welcome Vicar 

Vicar Wendel Albert Lawrence Ritz  

 & family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME to new member:   Peter John Hutfloetz 
 We are glad to have you as a member of Redeemer 



Community Outreach Opportunities Available Now!!!  

 

Did that catch your attention? Now, I’m not much of a gambler, but I would feel pretty safe betting that you’re  

thinking this great community outreach opportunity I have for you is to bring in young families to the church! That 

would be lovely, but no. Not this time. What I want to talk about are ways the church and the members of this   

wonderful congregation can have a HUGE impact on the lives of the most vulnerable among us. Older adults,        

seniors, the elderly, centenarians, the over-the-hill crowd, or whatever name you give them, they are the eldest in 

the community, perhaps the wisest in the community, and yet they are the least respected, least engaged, least   

visited, and cared for in this busy me me me culture. 

 

When you get to be a “certain age” things change. For many that means a series of losses, which can lead to social 

isolation. The loss of driving at night is common, which then leads to the loss of driving period! Loss of mobility, 

which can then lead to the loss of your home because of that staircase, some even lose their ability to walk at all.  

For others, hearing starts to be less crisp, then you start missing the punchlines to the jokes, and then the room 

sounds like a fog of noise, and those tiny hearing aids seem to have legs of their own and get lost or worse yet, they 

create awful static noises all day. For others, they can slowly and progressively lose their sight. Now, I’m not saying 

these are “normal” patterns of ageing, quite contrary, some of the above can be due to illness and disease that    

disproportionately affect those older folks, but are NOT, and I repeat are not “normal.” Then there’s the  type of 

loss that many of us fear. Some can make it to 100 without forgetting a single moment, but others, well due to    

genetics and other risk factors can develop one of the 100’s of types of dementia - most common being Alzheimer’s 

(nearly 80% of diagnoses). Sometimes, just the stigmas of this diagnosis can be enough for people to close       

themselves off.   1 in 4 won’t tell others about their diagnosis, and 1 in 4 will stop forming relationships, not         

because of the effects of this disease, but because of the stigma and the negative connotations associated with it.  

 

Now I don’t mean to frighten you with these experiences that many of our oldest adults experience, I want to show 

you the many barriers and obstacles that face these loved Children of God. These loved older adults were washed 

in the same Blood as we were, they were baptized and thus adopted into the same Heavenly Family, the same        

Kingdom of God. And yet, these co-heirs have become so isolated from their dear brothers and sisters in Christ.    

Unable to reliably or safely make it to the Hospital for Sinners (Church), unable to make it to LWML meetings, Bible 

Studies, Mid-week Services, Potlucks, Church Picnics, Ladies’ Breakfasts, Men’s Groups, and thus unable to be in    

fellowship with us, their Spiritual Family. Because of their inability to come to us, we must continue to reach out 

and go to them, go to where they are, and be with them there. They may not have attended the same church we 

do, but they are still baptized believers in need of our care, love and friendship.  

 

 



One of the best ways we can reach out and serve our neighbours, our dear brothers and sisters, is through chapel 

services at the lodges they live in. I cannot help but to stress the desire these people have to hear the Word read  

and preached, to sing hymns of praise, and to lift their heavy burdens to God in prayer. It is such a blessing for these  

people who are unable to attend church, to be gathered together to pray, listen and sing. These chapel services are 

typically in the top 3 most attended events at these lodges, Bingo and musical guests taking the other two spots. At 

Unit #1 at the hospital and at Aspen Lodge in May, there were so many people attending that there was barely 

enough room for everyone! 

 

“Wait a minute!” You might be thinking. “We already do chapel services! Vicar goes to every lodge every month!” 

While, yes, you are correct. Vicars and pastors do bring the Good News to these people, usually accompanied by the 

organist (Thank you Gloria & Robbie), but you know who is missing? You! “Me?” Yes, you! You are a key component 

to making these chapel services so beneficial to those vulnerable older adults. I’m not saying you need to be there to 

help them sing, believe me they do that well enough without any help. I’m saying that spending 30 minutes of your 

time to meet and build relationships with these members of the Body of Christ can have many beneficial effects on 

both parties involved. 

 

For instance, during the chapel service at a lodge in May, I was lucky enough to sit beside the same woman I sat    

beside back in January. She had just moved in to her first lodge that January, and was just getting used to things.      

In fact, that chapel service was the first program she attended at the lodge. She was homesick, and I too could     re-

late. She was scared about what the future may hold, like I too worry about. And she longed for familial contact that 

was impossible due to distance, much like myself. After worshipping with her at chapel, praying and singing, I felt 

better about where I was, and she did too. So when I sat with her again in May, though we had only met once, we 

picked up where we left off, as sisters in Christ. We comforted each other, we sang together, and we prayed    to-

gether. And I continue to care for that dear sister through my continued prayers for her health, both physical     and 

mental. And I look forward to seeing her again in June. 

 

If you would like to attend any of the upcoming chapel services they are marked on the monthly church calendar - 

also, you could always give Vicar Josh a call, visit, or email. 

 

Your Sister in Christ 

Jazmin Kurtenbach 



 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE - CANADA 

  LWMLC  REPORT 

 

The next “meeting” is June 10 at 11:30am at Boston Pizza in Olds.  
You are invited to join us.  

 Please come for food and fellowship. 
 

Our ladies enjoy quilting but the cost of batting is getting expensive.  
If anyone could donate some or donate some money for us to buy some that would be great.  

 
There is going to be an LWMLC Convention in Calgary in June. 20-22. 

The bears you have knit for this have to be back at the church by June 16 at the very latest.  
There will be a communion service on the opening night, Thursday June 20, that some of us hope to attend.  

If you want to join us be at the church by 5:45pm for us to carpool. 
 

The meetings will resume September 9 at 9:30am in the fireside room.  
If anyone would rather have an evening meeting talk to one of us and we will make this happen. 

 
May God bless you all in this summer. 

 
Serve the Lord with Gladness! 

 
 

SHUT -INS 

Shut-ins need our prayers and our visits: 
 
Olds-Elsie Bonkowski, Marg Rosehill, Jeanette Frederick 
 
Didsbury - Clara Bogner, John and Bea Folkmann, Angie Gillrie, Vi Hergert, Ida Kihn, Lucy Lee,  
                     Isabel Rigsby, Val Schmidt, Peter and Rita Versluys, Norma Winter,  
                     Marguerite Krebs (Aspen Ridge) 
 
Crossfield - Kay Schumaker, Evelyn Dorosch 
 
Innisfail- Marlene Wrightson (Innisfail Lodge) 
 
Others who need prayers - Larry Hartmann, Sydnee Doiron, Carol Pirnak 
 
Please tell Vicar Josh of any additions, spelling mistakes or other needs. 





TRUSTEE REPORT 
 

Thank you to all who made the spring clean up a success. Lots of corners in every room received some 
attention. Items no longer needed, out of date, broken, or just not moved in a long time, found new 
homes or they were  recycled.  

You all did such a wonderful job with the cleaning, and it looks so nice. The Sanctuary was cleaned on    
Sunday, May 26th, pews vacuumed, wood polished, again we had a great group (10 or more) that tackled 
it after lunch and WOW, did that go fast. To be honest some things may have been cleaned twice as there 
was so much going on. WHAT A GREAT GROUP!!!  

 

 

 

There is a full size keyboard in a soft case, complete with stand in the Meeting room that I can not find out 
why it's there. If you have information or know why it's there please let me know, or if you want it.            
In three weeks it will be gone one way or the other. 

In Christ 
Wes Thomas 

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

Ladies ...you are cordially invited  
Tuesday, June 11, 2019        9:30am-11:30am 

Redeemer Lutheran Church Gymnasium     
1500—23rd Street Didsbury  Alberta 

“Waste Not...Want Not” 
                      Feature:  

       Shari Quantz “The Gleaners” 

   Resourcing unmarketable Produce 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                 Special Music by: Ingrid Hoehne         Inspirational Speaker: Karan Gleddie 

 

Tickets $7 per person – free child care available       

To reserve call Ann (403) 335-8444 or Vicky (403) 335-3500 

Bring a friend…she’ll thank you! 

Sponsored by RSVP Ministries        www.rsvpministries.com 

This will be the last one until September.   



SUNDAY SCHOOL 

             

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  2019 

       The dates are July 9 to 12, 2019 from 10 am. to 3 pm.  

VBS Theme “ATHENS” - Pauls' Dangerous Journey 
So now we need volunteers to make this happen - If anyone can spare an hour or two or even a 
day to help with this please contact Vicar Josh or Bev Regner as this can not happen without 
help, support & prayers.  

Please Volunteer as soon as possible,                                                                                                         
so we can get everything organized!!!!! 
In Christ 
Bev Regner  

 

Here we are winding up the Sunday school year already!                        

Join us for the last two lessons  

June 2 and 16 during the worship service.                                                                                                                            

Sunday school will start up again in September.     

Please keep in mind we are still looking for Sunday school teachers. 



Jan 04  Scavenger Hunt * Jan 25  Survivor  

Feb 09  COP Tubing (Saturday) *  Feb 22  Lego Night  

Mar 09  Ski Trip (Saturday) *  Mar 29  Bowling  

Apr 13 & 14 Passion Drama  * Apr 28  Help out at Mustard Seed  

May 11 Bike Trip (Saturday)  * May 25 Hike Moose Mountain (Saturday)  

Jun 7-9  Camping Weekend  * Jun 28  Wrap-Up & Slide Show 

 
Youth – please feel free to bring friends to any youth event – the more 
the merrier.  For travel events, please advise us of the number of friends 
attending, so we can make sure to have the number of drivers needed. 
Congregation Members – If you know of Youth who may be interested 
in attending, please forward them our Newsletters, or contact Wes & Pam 
Thomas with their contact information.  We would be more than happier 
to contact them with an invite. 
Wes and Pam’s Contact Information:  
 thomaswpc@gmail.com     – e-mail address  
(403) 335-2383 – home phone  
(403) 586-4111 – Pam’s cell phone  
(403) 556-0067 – Wes’s cell phone 
 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

Our trip to the Bragg Creek Ice Cave May 11 , was awesome!  Seven youth biked a total of 16 km round trip and 
climbed about 1800 feet up to the cave entrance. We caught our breath, had our lunch and then into the cave 
we went. It was so cool inside you could see your breath. We explored the inside for about 30 minutes. There is 
no outside light that gets to the ice wall, so head lamps and three points of contact were a must. Everyone had a 
great time exploring and before long it was back to the entrance for photos. We wanted to stop by Elbow Falls 
and so the youth thought a photo with all their elbows in the water would be fun. I could not resist the line up 
and ran down the river getting the youth a little wet. I had to keep a sharp eye out after that. 

 

 

May 25, was the 22 km bike trip along Goat Creek which is on the other side of the mountains behind 
Canmore. We came out of the trees at the Banff Springs Hotel parking lot. Had our lunch, then biked to Bow 
Falls, the candy store, and finally back to Canmore via the Legacy trail, which you can see alongside the Trans 
Canada Highway. Three youth on this outing, all got plenty wet from rain and mud from the tires. "A great 
bunch of troopers" is what my Brother-in-law said about the kids. Pam and I will be sitting on a pillow for a few 

Next event is Youth Campout which is scheduled for June 7, 8,and 9th and will be at Buffalo Lake, same as last 
year. All you will need is a sleeping bag and clothes for the lake. If you want special treats bring them along 
otherwise Pam and Wes will supply all the food. Activities include, but not limited to, fishing, tubing, campfire, 
songs and devotions.  

June 21 will be our last get together before summer and will include all the photos we took from the past 8 
months. It should be FUN!! 

mailto:thomaswpc@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Didsbury Alberta  

June 2019 
  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

      1 
       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Bible Study 9:30 

Worship 10:30  

Sunday School 

 

PPC Meeting 

 Exercise / Bible 
Study 1:30pm 

  Youth Group 
Camping 

Youth Group 
Camping 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

   Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
3pm 

Confirmation 

Baptism 

LWML 
Meeting 

@ Olds 
Boston Pizza 
11:30 

Christian Women 

9:30am 

Chapel 11am 

@ Unit 1 

Exercise/Bible 
Study 1:30pm 

 

Chapel 2pm 

 @ Bethany  

   

16  Father’s Day 17 18 19 20 

 

21 22 

      Trinity 
Bible Study 9:30 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

 

Chapel 6pm 

@ Aspen Lodge 

  

Exercise / Bible 
Study 1:30pm 

  

 

LWML 
Convention 

@ Calgary 

Youth Group 

 

LWML 
Convention 

@ Calgary 

 

 

LWML 
Convention 

@ Calgary 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Holy Communion 

10:30am 

Potluck 

 Newsletter 
articles due 

Vicar attending 

Winkel Meeting 

   

30       
Worship 10:30 

 

      

 

N
o
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Winkel Schedule – Grace Lutheran Drumheller, Scott Gamble / Mark Rekken 

VBS Theme “ATHENS” - Pauls' Dangerous Journey July 9 -12  10am-3pm   Volunteers needed!! 

 


