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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king! Some of you may be wondering why I would 

open up the December newsletter with a Christmas carol when Advent has only just started. This famous 

hymn, written by the prolific hymn-writer Isaac Watts, has become a staple around Christmas. I can remember 

singing it every Christmas Eve as the last hymn for as long as I can remember. But did you know that when it 

was first written it was not intended for Christmas at all? In fact, Watts first published it under the heading 

“The Messiah’s Coming and Kingdom.” When looking at it in this light, it makes perfect sense to see this as an 

Advent hymn!  

I often wondered why we would sing No more let sin and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground while 

around us we see so much of it. Especially at this time of year, when the sun spends less and less time over the 

horizon, and when the cold weather has us in its icy grasp. It can also be sorrowful when we think of those 

loved ones that we miss, especially as we remember the fond times at Christmas and other holidays with 

them. But when we see this hymn as referring to Christ’s second coming at the end of the world this stanza 

makes much more sense and fits the joyous music it’s set to! We no longer have to feel uneasy because we 

feel sorrow while singing this verse.  

This life is one that is often full of sorrow, but we can take comfort in the fact that it is something our Saviour 

Himself experienced when He took on flesh and came to this earth. And that is what we celebrate at 

Christmas: that the Son of God condescended and took on human flesh so that He might live among us, living 

in this life as messy, as it is, and live perfectly, so that His death would be a fragrant offering for our sin to God 

the Father. We can take comfort in the fact that Jesus knows what it is like to be sorrowful. Not just in an 

intellectual way because He is our creator, including our emotions, but because on earth, He experienced 

sorrow too. 

We can also take comfort in the fact that when He comes again in glory to judge the living and the dead that 

all sin, all sorrow, and even all those things which harmed the earth as a result of the fall will be done away 

with. On that day, we who possess that gift of faith will see our Saviour come, not with dread and terror, but 

with anticipatory joy. On that day, God Himself will rid us of sorrow as He wipes away all tears from our eyes. 

Our bodies and the bodies of all the saints will be raised to glory, the earth and heavens will be renewed, and 

we will be with God forever in perpetual joy. Joy to the world indeed! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

  Vicar Josh 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

 

Joy to the World, s. 3 

Isaac Watts 

 



ELDER’S REPORT 

 Elders have begun setting numbers for the 2019 budget. The budgeted numbers that we are presenting this 
year will include the request for a Pastor. Once finalized through PPC this will be presented to the membership 
at the next Voters Meeting, Sunday, December 9. 
 We felt that this was the direction to proceed in order for Redeemer to regain some continuity in Spiritual 
Leadership going forward.  

 
We will once again this Christmas be purchasing poinsettias for the sanctuary. The cost will be 
the same as last year, $10 each. The last day to purchase will be Sunday, December 9, so that 
they are in the sanctuary for Sunday, December 16. Please see an Elder to place your order. 
 
There will be two mid week Advent services this year, Wednesday, December 5 and 12.  

These will be potluck dinner at 5:30pm with Service starting at 6:30pm. 

 

December 2… Vicar Josh                     December 9… Holy Communion Pastor Mohns 

  December 16... Vicar Josh           December 23… Holy Communion Pastor Darren 

  December 24… Vicar Josh            December 25… Holy Communion Pastor Mohns 

              December 30… Lay Service 

                                                                                                                            
Yours in Christ 
Board of Elders 

                                                                          UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER                                                                                                                              

    Advent begins Sunday, December 2               Voters meeting Sunday, December 9 
                                             Live Nativity December 15 & 16 @ 7pm                 

                                                  

                                                                                    



LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE - CANADA 

LWMLC  REPORT 

The mitten tree is up. Please bring mitts, toques, socks, etc. to cover the tree. These items go to 
the Christmas hampers in the community. They will be picked up on December 17. 
You are all invited to the Christmas party on December 10 at 11:30am in the gym.  
Please bring an item for potluck lunch. 
Then we will sing Christmas carols - we never get enough of them.                                                  
No gifts please. 

                          The next meeting is January 14 at 9:30am in the fireside room. Vicar Josh is doing the Bible study. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to each of you from each of us. 
Serve the Lord with Gladness! 

 

QUILTERS 

Reminder that quilting will resume in January 2019 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. 

 

 

TURKEY SUPPER 2018 
A huge ‘Thank you’ to everyone who donated to the turkey supper. Thank you also to everyone who helped to 

make this endeavor another huge success. 

This could not happen without all the willing people of our congregation! 

Thanks again and God Bless all of you 

Bev. Regner 

  

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2019 
Please speak to me if you feel you have enough offering envelopes left from this year for your needs in the 

coming year and you will not receive new envelopes for the coming year! 

Thanks 

Bev. Regner 

 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL                                                                           

Christmas is coming quickly and we have begun practicing our Christmas Program. We will be doing short 
rehearsals every Sunday from now until Christmas. Please try to make it to as many as possible. I am excited 
for our children to serve some of our seniors by performing our Christmas Program at Aspen Ridge Lodge on 
Dec. 15 and for some of the Bethany residents here at the church on Dec 19. 
Sunday School is looking for donations of new or used Christmas cards for a project. If you have a few to 
donate, please leave them in either Sunday School room. 
 

Join us for Sunday School during worship service Dec 2 and 16. Grades K-5 in the Elementary room and Grades 
6-10 in the Primary room. A big thank you to Bev Regner for taking the older class while Lisa S is away.  
 

Lisa Reinhardt 

 
HISTORY OF THE WALL MURAL 

Did you know? 
The Christmas Mural on the wall is now 72 years old. Bought by Pastor Fox in 1946. Restored by Kitch and 
Debbie Milford and Roger and Donna Hall in 2001. Paint touch ups over the years by Elsie Bonkowski.  
Hope and pray with care it will last a bit longer. We are truly blessed with a beautiful piece of church history. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



TRUSTEE REPORT 

 

 

In the last trustee report I wrote about removing the windows over the Sanctuary, framing, sheeting in the 22' 
cavity and temporarily covering the project until a good solution could be found. Tin was butted up to the 
brick face at the outsides and the expansion / contraction created gaps. Over the years more and more silicon 
was added.  
A plan is in place and in early December a new face will be attached. It is called a standing seam, with very few 
screws showing, so fewer water entry points, it will look great. It will follow the brick wall and wrap around 
the brick face. There will be approximately eight different faces and angles over thirty feet. This must be done 
before the roof project starts, as the roof flashing will then be installed "over" this metal covering near the 
roof line to give us the sealed envelope we are looking for. 
 
    Wes 

FALL YOUTH RETREAT 
 

 

          Good afternoon dear friends in Christ, 

 

Some of you are aware that Foothills Lutheran Church in Calgary organizes an annual fall youth retreat for 

youth from across our region.  And as we now work within a different structure for our Church body, it seems 

like this has the potential to really grow and become a wonderful blessing to youth and their leaders from 

across Western Canada.   

Right now, they are looking for a few people to join their team.  Here is what they’re looking for: 

We'd like a new committee member or two who are interested in youth ministry (although not necessarily 

currently involved) and who have organizational gifts that would be beneficial to a fall youth retreat. Our 

biggest needs seem to be graphic design for publicity materials, music (someone who heads up an active 

music team, or who has the skills and connections to form one, and to coordinate with our chaplain), and 

organizing servant events. It would also be good to find someone willing to be our kitchen manager's 

assistant. And a key factor is that they be located close enough to Calgary to attend the three meetings and 

the retreat in person.    

 

You can learn more about the retreat on their website: www.lutheranyouthretreat.ca.  

If you’re interested, please feel free to get in touch with Michelle Heumann (michelleheumann@gmail.com).   

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Pastor Darren 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Airdrie 

www.airdrielutheran.com 

Ph: 403-912-9013 

Twitter: @airdrielutheran 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AirdrieLutheran 
 

 

  

http://www.lutheranyouthretreat.ca/
mailto:michelleheumann@gmail.com


Wes and Pam’s Contact Information: 

(403) 335-2383 – home phone         

thomaswpc@gmail.com – e-mail address  

(403) 586-4111 – Pam’s cell phone 

(403) 556-0067 – Wes’s cell phone 
 

 

Youth – please feel free to bring friends to any youth event – the more the merrier.  For travel events, 

please advise us of the number of friends attending, so we can make sure to have the number of drivers 

needed. 
 

Congregation Members – If you know of Youth who may be interested in attending, please forward them 

our Newsletters, or contact Wes & Pam Thomas with their contact information.  We would be more than 

happier to contact them with an invite. 

 

 

 Youth packing Shoebox Ministry 
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Redeemer Lutheran 
Church 

Didsbury, Alberta  2018 
  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

      1 

       

2 

 

3 4 5 

 

6 7 8 

Bible Study 9:30 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

Confirmation 

3:30 

Unit 1 Chapel 
11:00 
Exercise and Bible 
Study 1:30 
 

Advent Service 

Potluck-5:00pm 

Service 6:30pm 

   

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 Bible Study - 9:30 
Holy Communion 
10:30 
Voters' Meeting 

Confirmation 
3:30 

LWML Christmas 
Party 11:30am 

Exercise and Bible 
Study   1:30 

Advent Service 

Potluck-5:00pm 

Service 6:30pm 

  Sunday School at 
Aspen Ridge 

Live Nativity 7pm 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Bible Study 9:30 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

Live Nativity 7pm 

Confirmation 
3:30 

Exercise and Bible 
Study 1:30 

Children Program 
for Seniors 

   

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Holy Communion 
10:30 

 

Christmas Eve 
Candle Light 
Service 6 pm 

Christmas Day 

Holy Communion 
10:30 

    

30 31      

Worship 10:30       

 

N
o

te
s “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

Luke 2-15  

Live Nativity December 15 & 16 @ 7pm      

 


