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If you’ve been paying any attention to advertisements at all over the last month you’ll know that it is
getting to be back to school season. Every store seems to have back to school sales and supplies around
this time each year whether they are helpful or not (I remember seeing recently a Canadian Tire flyer
with a knife block and set on sale for “back to school”). Back to school sales and signs are one of the
constants we find year in and year out, along with other things this time of year. Birds begin flying
south again, the days are starting to feel shorter, the winds crisper, harvest is beginning to kick into high
gear, school buses run morning and afternoon around town, Bible class and confirmation start back up
again, and for the last couple years here at Redeemer, your new vicar is writing his first newsletter
article!

These things mark change for us and help us to keep ourselves oriented in the year. Despite all our
technology and difference in life from those humans God first created we still rely on things around us
to mark days, times, and seasons (Genesis 1:14). Our year is full of these types of things that we look
forward to or expect to happen to help us keep track of the changing world around us. If any of these
consistent signs of the changing times itself changes we tend to get a little uncomfortable. Sometimes it
feels like something is missing, other times like something is wrong. As a general rule we don’t really
like change, it is uncomfortable, it is difficult. Yet despite that, the world is constantly changing around
us. We can try all we like to stop it, but changes happen constantly.

Our weather patterns are changing, what is seen as
acceptable  by  society  is  changing,  our
communities  are  changing  whether  it  is  for  the
good  or  bad,  families  are  changing,  how  we
communicate  is  changing,  and  even  peoples’
attitudes to the Church is changing. These changes
can be frightening and draining, especially if they
threaten  our  lives,  livelihoods,  or  loved  ones.
Sometimes it seems that the only thing that doesn’t
change  is  that  change  is  happening!  However,
despite all the change, there is One who does not
change: our loving God and Saviour. 

In a prophecy to a rebellious people God says, “I the Lord, do not change. So that you, O sons of Jacob,
are not destroyed” (Malachi 3:6). Despite the changes happening around them and within them them
God tells Israel that He is unchanging, that He will be faithful to His promises to send a Saviour. The
author of Hebrews says that “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews
13:8). God, and His love for us in Christ Jesus is unchanging. His care and presence with and for us
does not change. He is our rock to which we can hold to be kept secure despite the changes going on
around us. 

In God, we find our rest, refreshment, and security in a life that is hectic, depleting, and constantly
changing. At this time of the year and in our congregational life where things are changing yet again,
let us pray that God would give us His peace, rest, and security and that we may have the confidence to
share this message of peace and rest in Jesus with those of us around us that they may experience it too.

In Christ, 

Vicar Josh

““Be present, merciful God, Be present, merciful God, 
and protect us through the and protect us through the 
hours of this night, so that hours of this night, so that 
we who are wearied by the we who are wearied by the 
changes and chances of life changes and chances of life 
may find our rest in You.”may find our rest in You.”

Prayer at Compline


