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Happy New Year, this is God. 
 
     This year, as with every year, I will be handling all of your problems.  Please remember, I do 
not need your help.  If the devil happens to deliver a situation to you that you cannot handle, do 
not attempt to resolve it.  Kindly put it all in the SFJTD BOX.  (Something For Jesus To Do).  It 
will be addressed in my time, not yours. 
 
     Please be patient.  Once the matter has been placed in the Box, do not hold onto it.  Do not 
become impatient and take it back to see if you can find a solution.  Holding on or removal will 
delay the resolution of your problem.  You must surrender the problem to Me for proper 
resolution. 
 
     If a situation you think you cannot handle arises, please consult Me in prayer.  Together we 
will come up with a proper resolution.  If you do not receive what you anticipate as a proper 
response from Me, remember – some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered prayer. 
 
     Because I do not sleep there is no need for you lose any.  Rest, my child . . . if you need me, 
I am but a prayer away. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Vicar 
 
Given society’s and our churches’ focus on Christmas, it’s hard for many to believe that for 
most of our church history, the celebration of the Epiphany on January 6 was more important 
than Christmas! Epiphany is the older of the two festivals (it originated somewhere before 200 
AD). For us, Epiphany has always been a festival of light: the light of the stars, the light of our 
candles, and the light by which we see. Epiphany (from the Greek ἐπιφάνεια, epiphaneia) 
means “to appear or to reveal.” Epiphany was the festival by which the new and growing light 
allows us to see something new and fresh. Sometimes we use the word “epiphany” in our 
conversation. If we say someone had an epiphany, we are saying that they have a new insight 
or suddenly see things differently, or new light dawns on them. 
     And so Epiphany comes to us again in our winter solstice at the dawn of a new year. In the 
growing light, we sense something may be renewing — just as our most ancient ancestors did. 
There is a growing light. And the question for people at the dawn of a new year, in light of the 
solstice and Christian festival, whether we are modern or ancient, is simply: what new insight is 
coming to you at this time in your life? What new thing is dawning? What light is growing in your 
heart? What do you see? What new insight is about to come? What new wisdom shines on 
your horizon? 
     With such an emphasis on seeing new things, having new insights, and finding new wisdom, 
it is no wonder that the story of the magi from the East traveling to Bethlehem is associated with 
this festival. The traditional number is three, but from Matthew’s story we do not know the actual 
number of magi except that there was more than one. No matter the number, we do sense how 
they follow the growing light of a star to find a new wisdom, a new vision and a new hope. 
     So this festival, with its light and magi, calls each one of us to focus not on what we already 
know, but on what we yet need to see, what we yet need to learn, what we yet need to 
understand in order to continue to grow as the people of God. It is important especially today at 
the dawn of growing light and a fresh year to spend some time thinking about our lives, the way 
of life we have, and to ask ourselves: what new thing need I learn. This is not a day to be 
comfortably smug about how much we know and the rightness of our belief and convictions. 
This is a day to be challenged to see something different, and no matter what our age, to 
change and grow, to follow where a new star leads. Each one of us will have different new 
insights that we need to embrace. But the festival itself is about growing, deepening, and 
quickening the presence of God in the growing light. It’s time to have and embrace a new idea 
in the growing light of the day. 
     Now there are three insights that have been deeply associated with the Christian Epiphany. 
Three things to keep us open to fresh possibilities and growing light. One is openness to others. 
The magi in the story in Matthew are Gentiles. Jesus was Jewish and his ministry was first 
shaped as a mission to the Jewish nation. Quickly, especially with the work of St. Paul, 
Christian communities first accepted Gentiles and then focused on sharing the good news with 
everyone, especially Gentiles.  The magi of Epiphany are the reminder that the faith is open to 
all. Sometimes we forget that the church is not for those already inside the doors but is called to 
be for those who are outside. Hospitality and inclusivity were new insights in the first century, 
and they still are. If you are wondering about what new insight you are called to this Epiphany, 
think about those people who are on the margins of our lives, who are the children of God along 
with us, and envision how we might be church together. One of the insights we see is openness 
to others. 
     Second, gifts have always been associated with Epiphany. The Christmas gifts we now give 
were originally epiphany gifts given in honour and memory of the gifts of the magi to the Christ 
child.  Gift is an important concept and leads us into new insights regarding our own gifts and 
how they might be used. Too often we focus on our weaknesses and problems. The gift 
reminds us that each of us has been given special strengths and possibilities: gifts. We are 



called to see, to focus on, the importance of the gift we have been given and to use it wisely. 
What is your gift? And how shall you use it?  That too is an insight, something to see this 
season in the growing light. 
     And finally, Epiphany involves “seeing” the birth of Jesus, the real presence of the 
compassion and love of God in our broken world. As you think about new insights for yourself 
this season, focus on the love of God, the compassion of God born anew. How might we 
increase this sense of God’s love and compassion in this season of growing light? 
      The birth of compassion, renewed attention to the gift you have been given by God, and 
openness to all: These are the insights of the season. May their light grow in our hearts as a 
New Year dawns and the light grows. 
 

Vicar Michael 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Elder’s Report 
 
Thanks to everyone who purchased a poinsettia for Christmas. It made our sanctuary very 
beautiful. Please take them home ASAP. 
 
Bible Study - studying the Gospel of Mark starting again on Tuesday, January 16 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
There will be a Sunday morning Bible class starting January 21 at 9:30 a.m. (if there is enough 
interest). It will be the history of Jerusalem in view of events of today.   
 
Vicar Michael is taking vacation time January 6 - 14. If you need assistance, please contact one 
of the elders. 
 

Church service schedule: 
          January 7 - Pastor Lentz 
          January 14 - Pastor Lentz - communion service 
          January 21 - Vicar Michael 
          January 28 - Pastor Darren - communion service and potluck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LWMLC   REPORT 
 
     Thanks to everyone who gave to the mitten tree. I am sure the people who received them 
love them. 
     The Christmas party was a success. We had great fellowship, food and gifts. 
     The next meeting is Monday, January 8 at 9:30 a.m. Please think about joining 
us. 
     There will be an LWMLC Executive meeting in Red Deer on Sat. Jan. 27. Is 
there anyone who would like to go? 

 
Serve the Lord with Gladness! 

 
 
 

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
Tuesday, January 9 – 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church Gym 
Creative Quilting 

Music by: Iris Land & Tilly Hiebert 
Guest Speaker: Ora Goodman 

$6 per person 
Reservations call:  Ann: 403-335-8444 or 403-559-8818 

 
 
 
 
 

 

. . .  to the Sunday School teachers 

 
. . .   to the Youth Group leaders 
 
. . .   to the Church Officers 
 
. . .   to all those who work behind the scenes to make sure the church is maintained  
 
. . .   to all the members who faithfully contribute to the work of the Lord 
 
. . .   to those who prepare and do the power point presentations 
 
. . .   to those who share their gift of music 
 
. . .  to those who participate in the Live Nativity and the Passion Drama 
 
. . .  to those who make coffee on Sundays  
 
. . .  to those who provide Birthday & Anniversary cakes on special occasions 
 
. . .  if you were missed, don’t worry, God knows who you are! 
 

 



YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 

Jan 06, 2018 Bottle Drive  Saturday Morning 

Jan 19, 2018 Tobogganing / Quincy Survivor Didsbury 

Feb 03, 2018 COP Tubing/Help People Maybe visit Mustard Seed 

Feb 16, 2018 Beach Volleyball Party No Speedo’s allowed 

Mar 02, 2018 Cooking – Mission Supper “Squab” anyone 

Mar 16, 2018 Bowling  

Mar 24 & 25, 2018 Passion Drama Servant Event 

Apr 07, 2018 Ski Trip Saturday 

Apr 22, 2018 Afternoon Hikes, Canmore Old Native Pictographs 

May 04, 2018 Star Wars Party May the 4
th

 be with you!!! 

May 12, 2018 Bike Trip/Canmore to Banff Saturday 

Jun 01 – 03, 2018 Camping Weekend Buffalo Lake 

Jun 15, 2018 Wrap-Up & Slide Show Planning next Season  

July, 2018 ? ? ? ? Canoe/Kayaking weekend DYC-Youth Conference 

 

Youth – please feel free to bring friends to any youth event – the more the merrier.  For 

travel events, please advise us of the number of friends attending, so we can make sure to 

have the number of drivers needed. 

Congregation Members – If you know of Youth who may be interested in attending, please 

forward them our Newsletters, or contact Wes & Pam Thomas with their contact 

information.  We would be more than happier to contact them with an invite. 
 

Wes and Pam’s Contact Information: 

(403) 335-2383 – home phone 

(403) 586-4111 – Pam’s cell phone 

(403) 556-0067 – Wes’s cell phone 

thomaswpc@gmail.com – e-mail address 

 
    December 1, 2017 – Mini Game Night 

Various mini-games played ending with “Sardines”.  

For those of you who don’t know what Sardines is – 

be prepared to attend the next youth event.  But 

remember – events can get a little fishy!!!!!! 
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       December 8, 2017 

Photo Scavenger Hunt at  

Cross Iron Shopping Center  

 

7 Youth and 3 Adults in 

attendance 

2 Groups – each group to photo 8 

items. 

Each Youth was given $3.41 to buy 

Wes a present,  

and were not allowed to spend 

more. 

 

 

      December 16, 2017 – Servant Event – Live Nativity 

Thanks to all the youth for participating in Redeemer’s Live Nativity. 

 

 

 

Dec 22, 2017 – Caroling 

and Sleigh Ride – 

Youth and Congregation. 

.   8 Adults in attendance 

.   7 Youth 

.   Stopped at both The 

Bethany and Aspen Lodge to 

sing to Redeemer 

Congregation Members. 

.   A HUGE Thank You to 

Dave Reinhardt for hauling us around town with your horses 

and wagon. 

 

 

Upcoming Youth Events in January: 

.   January 6th, 2018 – Saturday Morning – Bottle Drive 

Proceeds to go towards 2018 Youth Events 

.   January 19, 2018 – Tobogganing and Quincy – “Youth Survivor” Event –  

Details the evening of the event.   

 



Financial Report for the Month of November 2017 
 

                                            Offering income                    $ 9,198.99 
                                            BC  Mission  Boat                       355.00 
                                            Gym Rental Income                    175.00 
                                            Turkey supper                          4,210.05 
                                            Total revenue                       $13,939.04 
 
                                            Expenses for the month        $10,048.72 

 

 

 

New Offering Envelopes for 2018 
 

     If you have received a new box of offering envelopes in your mailbox, please begin using 
them the first Sunday of January and please discard any envelopes you may have left in the old 
box, as your number will NOT be the same as it was in 2017. 
     If you did not receive a box of new envelopes, please continue to use the ones you received 
in 2017. 
     If you should run out of envelopes before the end of 2018, please let me know and I will 
issue you a new box of envelopes with a new number at that time. 

Thank You, 
Bev Regner 

                      

 
 
 

Thank you to Lisa Reinhardt and the Sunday 

School Children for taking part in the 

Christmas Eve Service by singing and 

portraying the Nativity scene.                                                                                                        

 

 

 
 
Members of Redeemer, 
     It is with grateful hearts we say, “Thank You” for the gift given to us on 
Christmas Eve.  We appreciate your friendship, kindness and 
thoughtfulness all during the year. 
                                           Pastor Larry & Robbie Lentz 
 



LIVE NATIVITY 2017 

 Once again this was a huge success with large crowds attending on both evenings. 
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way.   
           It was wonderful to see a lot of Redeemer’s youth taking part.  Children of three families 
from outside of the congregation took part in the presentation.  The animals were provided by 
the deWitt family from near Sundre.   
           We are privileged to share the true meaning of Christmas with the people of Didsbury 
and surrounding areas.  Attendance on Saturday was about 150, and about 200 on Sunday. 
 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

  
  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Didsbury, Alberta 

January 2018 
  

  

 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 
 

    Youth Bottle 
Drive   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

L.W.M.L. 

 9:30 A.M. 

Christian 
Women’s 
Breakfast 9:30 
A.M. 

    

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Holy Communion 
10:30 

Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

Exercise & Bible 
Study on “Mark” 

1:30 P.M. 

 P.P.C. Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

Youth - 
Tobogganing 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Bible Class on 
“Jerusalem” 9:30 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

Exercise & Bible 
Study on “Mark” 

1:30 P.M. 

    

28 29 30 31    

Bible Class on 
“Jerusalem” 9:30 

Holy Communion 
10:30 

Pot Luck  

Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

Exercise & Bible 
Study on “Mark” 

1:30 P.M. 

    

       

        

 

 

 

        


