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                                    By the hills the shepherds keep 

                                                     Faithful watches o’er their sheep. 

                                                Every heart is calm and still, 

                                                     All is quiet on the hill. 

                                         Then upon the peaceful night 

                                                      Bursts a flood of heavenly light. 

                                          Hark, the angel of the Lord 

                                                       Speaks to them the glorious word: 

                                           Lo, good tidings do I bring, 

                                                        Unto you is born a King. 

                                           Even Christ, so long foretold 

                                                         By the holy men of old. 

                                           Hasten now your King to find, 

                                                          Christ the Savior of mankind. 

                                           Every shepherd hastened then, 

                                                           To the inn at Bethlehem. 

                                            Mary and the Babe they found, 

                                                            With God’s glory shining round. 

                                              
  

 

 
 



FROM THE VICAR 
 
  
One of my favourite quotes of Martin Luther has always been “The word of God shall be preached and sung!” 
With all the carols and hymns coming at us during this season, how true is this during Advent and Christmas! 
 
In 2017 we marked 500 years since the beginning of the Lutheran Reformation, spurred by Martin Luther’s 
posting of the Ninety-Five Theses, so I thought it would be appropriate to spend a bit of time here at the start 
of the new church year focusing on Martin Luther’s attitude towards Christmas. 
 
To Luther Christmas was, as it is to us too, a feast for the family, where we gather around the Christmas tree 
and/or the nativity scene. Actually, according to the tradition Luther is believed to be the father of the 
Christmas tree! Again according to the tradition he is said to have seen the blinking stars through the leafless 
crowns of the trees. They reminded him of the celestial light and right after he saw a beautiful small green 
tree along the path to his home from church. He took it as a token of the coming fertility and divine Spring 
and resolutely he uprooted it and took it with him home where he placed it in a little bucket on the Christmas 
table in the parsonage and with needles he placed small candles on its branches. Here he used it to tell his 
children about the angels, the tree of life and the celestial light, which had entered the world. Is it true?  We 
don’t know for certain, but what is certain is that the custom of indoor decorated Christmas trees do originate 
from Germany and some of the earliest published pictures of such trees were of Martin Luther! The picture 
you see is by C. A. Schwerdgeburth engraved in 1845 depicting Luther at Christmas in the bosom of his 
family. 



 
Because Dr. Luther felt so strongly about making the Christmastide season vivid and understandable to 
everyone, he encouraged the local clergy to ensure that it was preached in a very dramatic form. We do 
have reports from the time of Luther of children and young people dancing around the nativity scene in 
churches while the adults were singing Christmas hymns.  And Luther himself is said to have prepared a 
pageant every Christmas and sometimes even composed his own hymn for the occasion! 
 
In 1534, maybe inspired by two of his children Hans (8 years old) and Lene (5 years old), he actually wrote 
such a hymn “From heaven above to earth I come”, which is hymn 358 in our hymnal. To begin with Luther 
used a popular tune, but soon he realized that the hymn needed its own tune. The well-known melody we 
use today is officially listed as being by Valten Schurmann, but some sources suggest that Luther himself 
has composed it.  The tune starts relatively high in the vocal register, depicting heaven on high as the source 
of the angel’s glad tidings of great joy. The tune then meanders down until it finally ends a full octave below 
the first note of the tune. This depicts the good news that God is quite literally down to earth in Christ. The 
first stanza of the hymn is patterned after a medieval text associated with a singing game where young girls 
with wreaths of flowers were dancing in a circle until one of the young men present broke into the circle and 
sang his “wreath song” one of which went like this:  

Good news from far abroad I bring,  
Glad tidings for you all I sing.  
I bring so much you’d like to know  
Much more than I shall tell you though.  

After his singing he gave one of the girls a riddle and if she couldn't solve it, she had to give to him her flower 
wreath. This was a common game during the 13th century and up to Luther’s time, and of course Luther, 
who loved music and dancing, knew of it. Now Luther uses this song tradition as a pattern for his “Christmas 
song for children”, as he calls it.  Using our imaginations, we can easily visualize this hymn as one of the 
many pageant hymns of Luther. You can picture in your head children performing this song as they dance 
around a Christmas tree at the front of the church! 
 
It starts with an angel entering the scene. In the first stanza, he is introducing himself. In the following four 
stanzas he is telling about the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. In the next two stanzas, the angel encourages us 
to gather around the crib. In the eighth stanza, all the people gathered around the crib are welcoming the 
baby Jesus. The rest of the hymn is a jubilant thanksgiving for the good tiding of Christmas, but just as the 
music depicts the movement from heaven to earth, so is the text from stanza ten and beyond playing on this 
incredible event that someone entitled to velvet and silk and jewels is lying in a humble manger-bed; and 
because Jesus was content with lying on hay and straw then he shall not reject taking his dwelling in our 
humble hearts! By doing so we grow together with Christ and will never be parted again and that is the 
fantastic tiding that makes our heart leap for joy and our voices sing out loud His praise: Glory to God in the 
highest heaven! Who unto us His Son has given!  
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Vicar Michael 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to Lauren Ward who was named by the 

Didsbury Chamber of Commerce, as the youth employee 
of the year.  Lauren works at Didsbury AG Foods. 

 

ELDERS REPORT 

     Bible study is on Tuesday - studying the Gospel of Mark. 
     Confirmation is Mondays with about 10 people. 
     The Elders are asking the congregation of Redeemer to think about the direction they would 
like to see us take concerning our pastoral care for 2018-19.  Please discuss your wishes or 
concerns with any elder member - Harry Reese, Dave Reid or Kitch Milford. Thank-you. 
     Remember the Live Nativity December 16 and 17. There are sign up sheets on the bulletin 
board in the narthex if you could help in any way. 

 

Church Service Schedule 
                             Dec. 3 - Vicar Michael, Voters Meeting to follow service 
                             Dec. 6 - Advent Potluck Supper and Service at 5:30 p.m. 
                             Dec. 10 - Pastor Lentz with Communion 
                             Dec. 17 - Vicar Michael 
                             Dec. 20 - Advent Potluck Supper and Service at 5:30 p.m. 
                             Dec. 24 - Pastor Darren with Communion at 10:30 a.m. 
                             Dec. 24 - Vicar Michael at 6:00 p.m. 
                             Dec. 25 - Vicar Michael with Pastor Lentz doing Communion at 10:30 a.m. 
                             Dec. 31 - Vicar Michael 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-you, Thank-you, Thank-you 
  

     I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for all the great help for the turkey 
supper. We served 341 people and made $4190.05 before paying for the groceries and any other 
costs. Again this year, we were blessed to have Peter & Sharon Tsiras donate the turkeys and AG 
Foods donated their costs of cooking the birds.  
     Again thank-you to all who donated food and time to this project. Without all the help there 
could never be a turkey supper of this magnitude. 

In Christ, 
Bev Regner 



TRUSTEE REPORT 
 
     I would like to report that our cemetery has been surveyed, corners marked, and photos taken. 
Also as planned a push mower for the same. This was all done with the County grant we applied 
for in the spring. With reporting completed we will apply in January. This time for bush clearing, a 
weed wacker and if room some fencing.  
    The second outside light on the West side of the Church was upgraded to LED, the South light 
was also updated. The fire alarm system was also tested in the summer.  
    The manse needed some boiler work, the expansion tank replaced (40 years old?) and some 
zone valves. 
    Thank you to the summer Elves - weed sprayers, gardeners, mowers, pruners, those that see 
garbage and anything else that needs to be done. Our Church looks great and I’m proud to be a 
member. 
    Christian Women’s Breakfast is back again this fall and into June of 2018. What a wonderful 
partnership we have. 
    Thanks to the guy on the Skidsteer that has moved a mountain of snow already this year. 
Please be careful in the Church parking lot and on the sidewalks. We all know this, but sometimes 
cleaning may not be as prompt as conditions change.  
    As we move into the 2018 budget year I would like to point out two items of concern. The first is 
the tile roof over the altar cross. Driving snow or rain finds its way into the Church and drips or 
runs down the left Sanctuary beam. This has been an issue for some time and when looking 
around or under the tiles you can see plywood, not good. 
    The other item, I would like to add zone valves to our boiler system to better control the different 
areas. I manually change the system four to six times per year. The rooms can swing in 
temperature if not watched. Both of these may cost several thousands each. What I need from 
you, the members, is some feed back for budgeting. One of these will happen or both. Please feel 
free to ask any questions, the sooner the better . 

In Christ, 
Wes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LWMLC Report 
 

Once again the mitten tree is up. We are needing mitts, toques, scarves, socks, etc. to donate to 
the Didsbury Christmas Hampers. Pick up is December 13 so get your items in. Thank-you! 
 
You are all invited to a Christmas Party in the gym on Monday, December 11 at 11:30 a.m. 
We will have a potluck lunch. Please each bring one gift that you have not purchased, from your 
treasures at home, for the gift exchange. It is always fun. 

 

Serve the Lord with Gladness! 
 

 

 

LWML Welcome Bag Update 
 

With all your generous donations of personal care items as well as socks, notebooks, and pens, 
we were able to fill 21 Welcome Bags for the newcomers to Canada in Red Deer.  This will give a 
much needed boost to those who are arriving in Red Deer as refugees, often with nothing more 
than the clothes on their backs.  Thank-you! 
 



“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has told us about.” Luke 2:15 

 

Outdoor Live Nativity 

December 16 & 17, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

The Outdoor Live Nativity is Didsbury Redeemer Lutheran Church’s Christmas Gift to the 

community.  Please prayerfully consider taking part in this outreach program to remind each 

and every one of us, as to the true meaning of Christmas.   

 

The following is a list of characters needed for the performance:  Mary; Joseph; Innkeeper and 

Innkeeper’s Wife; Angels; Shepherds; Stable Persons; Wisemen; King and Caesar; Soldiers; and 

Townspeople. It is fun for the whole family and roles for each and every family member. 

 

Please contact Pam Thomas at 403-335-2383, 403-586-4111 or via e-mail to 

thomaswpc@gmail.com to advise of the part you would like to participate in. 

mailto:thomaswpc@gmail.com


             IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
VOTER’S MEETING 

December 3 after Worship 

 

ADVENT SERVICE 

December 6 and December 20 

5:30 p.m. Potluck followed by Worship Service 

 

LWML CHRISTMAS PARTY 

December 11 at 11:30 a.m. 

Potluck Lunch in the Church Gym 

Everyone Welcome! 

 

LIVE NATIVITY 

December 16 & 17  

7:00 p.m. 

 

CAROLING & SLEIGH/HORSE RIDE 

December 22 

6:00 p.m. 

Everyone Welcome! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Holy Communion Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship  

6:00 p.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
           Tuesday, December 5,  9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
                     Christmas Carols Through the Years 
Music: Janice Walls           Guest Speaker: Kathleen Benson 
 For Reservations call Ann:  403-335-8444 or 403-559-8818  
                                     Tickets $6 each 



Redeemer Youth Update 
 

               November 5th, 2017 – Turkey Supper – Servant Event 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 10th, 2017 – 

“Christmas Shoe Boxes” 

With the congregation’s 

generous support, the youth 

were able to put together 12 

shoe boxes. 
 

 

November 17th, 2017 –  

       Movie Night  

    “The Lego Movie” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming December Events: 

1. Dec 1, 2017 – Mini Game Night 

 Optional Alternate Activity – details to follow to youth 

participants. 

2. Dec 8, 2017 – Scavenger Hunt/Christmas Trip to Cross Iron 

 Need to leave the Church at 6:00 p.m. 

3. Dec 16 – 17, 2017 – Live Nativity – Servant Event 

4. Dec 22, 2017 – Caroling and Sleigh/Horse Ride 

 Invitation to all Congregation Members; Family and Friends 

 

For Information on Youth Events please contact: 

Wes & Pam Thomas 

403-335-2383 – home 

403-586-4111 – Pam’s Cell 

403-556-0067 – Wes’s Cell 

thomaswpc@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Advent Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 

 
Love Came Down 

In Love Came Down we see how the Heavenly Father spared nothing—not even His own Son—to 

work out our salvation. Though we had rebelled in our sins and spurned God and His 

Commandments, He chose us—not for exclusion, but redemption. The Father’s love sought us 

out in our perilous condition and, in His infinite mercy, bridged the divide to our isolation through 

Jesus—the one Mediator between God and Man. 

“Jesus came to be in our lives, a part of our lives, one of us. He came to be our Savior, and that is 

not a job someone can do by standing safely at a distance. Instead, He embraced our human 

nature—He was born, He grew, He lived, worked, and suffered, He died. And then He rose from 

the dead,” writes author Dr. Kari Vo. 

The story of our salvation is a hard-fought victory. What began in a humble manger stall in 

Bethlehem on Christmas morn reached its zenith when Jesus—child of Mary, Son of God—was 

crucified, died, and rose from the dead three days later. This is what God did for us; this is what 

happened when love came down. 

To read this Advent Devotion online go to: https://www.lhm.org/advent/  

https://www.lhm.org/advent/


Cameroon Mission Trip 

 

On January 13
th
, 2018 a 7-person team will be travelling from 

Alberta to Cameroon to undertake two projects. Deaconess 
Miriam Winstanley, from Foothills Lutheran Church, Calgary, is 
privileged to be part of that team. 
The first project will be to support a 5-day retreat for Lutheran 
Bible Translators working in West Africa. Missionaries and their 
families (about 40 people, including children) will meet in 
Ngaoundéré,  
Cameroon 

for a time of spiritual renewal, focusing on the topic of Spiritual Warfare. This is a rare opportunity 
for them to spend time with other missionaries and to worship and study in their own heart 
language. The Alberta team will support the retreat in a variety of ways, including music support 
for worship, family time programming, and a VBS-type program for the children while parents are 
in study sessions. 
Once the retreat is finished, six members of the team will travel to Galim, where Pastor Mike Kuhn 
is working, to help with construction of a library to be connected with the Galim Lutheran School, 
but also to be available to the community. 

 

Team members are finding ways to cover their own costs for travel to Cameroon.  They have also 
been working to raise funds for these projects - $16,000 to 
cover the cost of the retreat, and just over $20,000 for purchase 
and transport of materials to Galim, as well as to hire a crew to 
complete the project. The funding is in place for the library 
project, however we currently only have about ¼ of the funds 
needed to cover the cost of the retreat.  Our team members are 
asking their circuit 
congregations to consider support for this project, whether   
through a special offering or a fundraiser. You may contact 
Deaconess Miriam for more information on this trip. 
We also ask you to pray for the team preparing to travel to 
Cameroon, including Sid and Melanie Kuhn, Red Deer; Jessie 
Branson, Markerville; Rhonda Kelman, Parksville, B.C.; 
Christine Kreutz, Edmonton; President Glenn Schaffer, 
Edmonton; Sherry LaRose, Red Deer; and Deaconess Miriam 
Winstanley, Calgary. 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

     1 2 

  
 

  Youth Mini Game 
Night – 7:00 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Bible Class 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

VOTERS MTG.  

 

Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

Christian 
Women’s 
Breakfast 9:30 

Exercise and 
Bible Study 1:30 

Advent Worship 
Pot Luck at 5:30 

 Youth Scavenger 
Hunt – 6:00 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Holy 
Communion 
10:30 

L.W.M.L. 
Christmas Party 
11:30 A.M. 

Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

Exercise and 
Bible Study 1:30 

   Outdoor Nativity 
7:00 P.M. 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Bible Class 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

Outdoor Nativity 
– 7:00 P.M. 

Confirmation 
Class 3:30 

Exercise and 
Bible Study 1:30 

Advent Worship 
Pot Luck at 5:30 

Circuit Pastors 
meet in Calgary 

 Caroling and Hay 
Ride  6:00 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Holy 
Communion 
10:30 

Worship 6:00 

Holy 
Communion 
10:30 

 Newsletter 

Articles Due 

   

31       

Bible Class 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

 

  
 

   

 


