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VICAR’S REPORT 

Jesus is The Greatest Valentine 

Jesus is the greatest Valentine; 
His love will never cease to be. 

His love is bigger than the world; 
I’m so glad that Jesus loves me. 

 
Jesus is the greatest Valentine; 
His heart is bigger than the sea. 

And He always fills my heart with joy; 
I’m so glad that Jesus loves me. 

 
Yes He is the greatest Valentine; 

I will rejoice eternally. 
I will lift my voice with all my heart; 

I’m so glad that Jesus loves me. 
 



 
 

The first day I taught confirmation, I began by explaining the purpose of attending 
confirmation and church, the reason we read the Bible and receive faith and practice our faith is 
one giant love story. Now after a few chuckles and eye rolls, I went on to explain that none of 
this—this Bible we read, this church we attend, this religion we practice—none of it matters if it 
isn’t for love. And not our love, but God’s love. 

Now, this may seem trite or cliché, but that is only because our society has changed the 
definition of love so much that our perception of God’s love for us has been skewed.  

But His love isn’t like the love of the main characters in a romantic comedy we see, wishy-
washy in their feelings and half-hearted in their displays of love, watering down love to what is 
self-serving and emotionally thrilling. 

His love isn’t conditional like the love of a parent, like maybe your parent, where it seems 
like you must earn their affection and attention. 

His love isn’t luke-warm, like the love that the media pushes, saying that everything is 
okay even when it is certainly not, a love of blind acceptance and ignorant of consequences. 

His love isn’t like a Valentine’s Day love, when He comes to take us on a hot date on this 
one day of the year, only to be an impassionate spouse the rest of the year. 

No, God’s love is none of these. 
God’s love is not half-hearted, but it is a fire that cannot be quenched. It is not here today 

and gone tomorrow, based on His feelings at the moment, but it is based on His essence of love 
that cannot be turned off or removed from who He is. 

God’s love is not conditional on anything you do, but it is purely unconditional based 
wholly on the fact of who He is; He is the loving creator who will do anything to make sure you 
have all that you require. 

God’s love is not all-approving, but rather He seeks to give you what is best and guide you 
in His ways that will protect you from the harms of the world, the devil, and your own sinful 
flesh—though it may seem like He is disciplining you or setting strict rules, He does it out of true 
love for you, and not because He is this harsh task-master; He is protecting you and me from all 
that strives to pull us away from His love. 

And certainly, God’s love for you isn’t on a schedule; there isn’t one day that is best to 
approach Him so that we will receive His love rather than His wrath, but because of Christ Jesus, 
the ultimate Sacrifice He made on our behalf, we have access to our loving Father each moment. 

Because of Christ and His love for us, we are able to receive the Father’s pure, 
unadulterated love, every second, and we can be sure that His love for us is all that He promised 
it to be—never anything less than perfect. 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 

Because this verse is used so often that it goes in one ear and out the other, but when we 
know what kind of love it talks of, I pray that it would stop you in your tracks and boggle your 
mind at God’s love for you.  

His love for you, dear reader, is sacrificial, eternal, unconditional, and the most wonderful 
gift in all of creation. May you receive it today and all days, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Vicar Scott 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Elders Report  
 

January always seems to be a long month.  The first portion certainly was cold and then 
the Chinook brought a welcome change.  Vicar Scott was hoping to experience one and he 
certainly got his wish.  Maybe he can extend his wish into April and then it will just warm up for 
spring. 

The Elders have a meeting scheduled for February.  At that time we will make a decision 
regarding Lenten Services.  We will also be discussing our congregation’s application for a Vicar 
from the Seminary.  Approval for applying was given at the last Voters Meeting. 

Following is the schedule for Sunday morning Worship Services in February. 
  February 5 – Pastor Larry Lentz (Communion) 
  February 12 – Vicar Scott 
  February 19 – Vicar Scott 
  February 26 – Pastor Darren Dressler (Communion) 

We have one Sunday a month that we do not have a music leader.  If you are interested 
as an individual or as a family, please speak with Dave Reid.  

In Christ, 
The Board of Elders 

 
 
 

LWMLC  REPORT 
 

Thanks to Roger and Linna Crowle for the microwave. Thanks also for taking the 2 old 
ones away for us. 

 
Missions:  
- clothing and household items are needed for the refugees in Red Deer. Thanks to Norma 

Winter, Garnet and Julie Galenzoski for making sure all our donations get to where they are 
needed. 

- lap robes, prayer shawls, etc. are needed for our care centres and palliative care room at 
the hospital. 
 - we have quilting material if anyone would like to do some of that this winter. 

 
Funeral lunches will be done differently at our church. The families have two options: 
1. The family may bring in a caterer and use our facilities. 
2. The family may supply all the food and we will set up, serve and clean up. All the 

congregation is still needed to help on the day of the service. Because of age and health reasons 
we think this will be more manageable. Thanks for your support. 

The next meeting is Monday, February 13 at 9:30 am. Marlene Hunter has opening 
devotion and Vicar Scott has Bible study. Please join us. 

 

 
 



Quest Course: Narnia for Adults 
 
If you’ve ever read any of C. S. Lewis’s works, you know he is a 
brilliant writer, and if you’ve ever read the Chronicles of Narnia, you 
have likely fallen in love with the characters and enjoyed the 
magnificent adventures they take.   
 
This is your chance to dive deeper into the theology of Lewis, seeing 
how he presents theology under the stories of Narnia. 
 
January 31, February 7, 14, and 21 are Quest courses, done by the 
seminary for the public, where churches all around the world can 
connect to the school online, and it’s even easier if we do it as a 
group! 
 
SO! If you are interested, please contact Vicar Scott (ksbrayall@gmail.com) and we will 
arrange a viewing of it, getting together and discussing it (and likely eating delicious food). Let me 

know as soon as you know—even if it is a little spark of interest, I’d love to know! 
 
It begins at 7:00 pm on each of the Tuesdays, and typically runs around 2 hours—if you can 
only join for a portion, that is also okay! 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
February 14 at 9:30 a.m. 

Redeemer Lutheran gymnasium 
$6 per person 

Childcare available 
Special Feature - Health and Wellness Choices by Vicki Cadieux 

Special Music – Debbie Wagner 
Special speaker - Ruth Johnstone, Life’s Special Blessings. 

Make reservations by calling Ann at 403-335-8444. 
 
 
 

CHAPEL SERVICES 
 

Redeemer Lutheran Church participates in the spread of the Gospel here in Didsbury alongside 
the other churches of the area in leading chapels at the different care centers in town. Vicar Scott 
and one of the musicians goes to the locations to bring God’s Word and an opportunity to 
respond in praise to those who are not able to leave their place of residence to come to a local 
church. 
 
In the month of February, you are more than welcome to join Vicar Scott at: 
Didsbury Hospital—Unit 1 on February 21 @ 11:00 am.  
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LENTEN SERVICES 
 

Ash Wednesday is March 1. 
More information on Lenten Services  

when it is available. 

 
 
 
 

2016 TAX RECEIPTS  
 

The 2016 tax receipts are in your mail boxes & in the mail so please pick them up so you 
have them!  

Please let me know if you find any mistakes on them. 
Thanks, 

Bev Regner 
 

 

 

Thank You! Thank You! 
 

Art & I would just like to say thank you for all the prayers, phone 
calls , and visits while he has been recuperating from his surgery. Thanks 
to Vicar Scott and Pastor Darren for the visits in hospital and here at home! 
The family at Redeemer has been a great blessing from God in our time of 
need!  

God be with you all, 
Art & Bev Regner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friend, 
     I love you!  Oh, if you’d only listen.  I really love you!  I try to say it in the quiet of the green  
meadow, the clean white snow, and in the blue sky.  The wind whispers My love throughout  
the treetops and spills it into the vibrant colors of the flowers. 
     I shout to you in the thunder of the great waterfalls and composed love songs for birds to 
 sing for you.  I warm you with the clothing of My sunshine and perfume the air with nature’s  
sweet scent. 
     My love for you is deeper than the ocean and greater than any need in your heart.  If you’d 
 only realize how I care.  I died just for you.  My Dad sends His love.  I want you to meet Him.  
 He cares, too.  Fathers are just that way. 
     So please call Me soon.  No matter how long it takes, I’ll wait because I love you! 

Your Friend, 
Jesus 

 



 
 

Concordia Lutheran Seminary: give25 

 
To all the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church: 
 

It is a magnificent thing that you are doing, taking a vicar and helping shape him (me) into 
a servant for Jesus’ sake. It takes of your time and energy, your patience and care, and more 
than I’ll ever know to adopt myself and Becky as your vicar and his wife. Thank you. 

Unfortunately, we seminarians do not just pop out of nowhere. It takes years of schooling 
to bring men to this point where we can come serve you. And this schooling costs money. 

Now, thanks to wonderful donors, the school is able to keep the costs of tuition relatively 
low, and this year they are looking for more donors to give to support the formation of servants 
for Jesus’ sake. Having a low tuition allows the seminarians to focus solely on the task at hand—
learning to serve—rather than being divided by the additional need to fund him and his family. 

If you would be willing to support the seminary through a financial gift, they are running a 
program called give25 in which they are looking for 1000 different donors to contribute $25 a 
month, which will help raise up to 55% of the seminary’s operating budget. If you are able to 
participate, whether you can give $25 a month or not, each little bit helps to create and sustain 
the environment where servants are formed for Jesus’ sake. 

To get involved, you can go directly to the website of the program--
www.concordiasem.ab.ca/give25 --or you could talk to myself or contact Rhonda at the seminary: 
rbuck@concordiasem.ab.ca or 780-474-1468 ext 225.  

Thank you again for all the support you already give to the seminary through your prayers 
and through taking me on as your vicar for a year. Your efforts are certainly not in vain, and the 
results will be more than you or I could ever know. 
 

In Christ, 
  Vicar Scott 
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Calgary Circuit Refugee Sponsorship Commitment Survey 

For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command, love your neighbour as yourself. 

Galatians 5:14 

The Calgary Circuit Refugee Sponsorship Committee has answered a call from the Circuit ministry 

to respond to the current Syrian refugee crisis by sponsoring a refugee family.  The goal of the 

committee is to finance and assist one refugee family for a year.  However, to achieve this goal 

help will be needed from the circuit congregations.   

There are many ways for congregations and/or individuals to participate in this initiative.  A refugee 

family would need resources such as housing, financial, language, and personal support when 

they arrive.  The committee would like to get an understanding of the level of time, talent and 

financial commitment that would be available from throughout all the congregations.  It would be 

very helpful if you would take the time to fill out this survey and return it to Vicar Scott at the end 

of the service.  Thank you for helping us to spread the love of Jesus to our neighbours. 

1. Would you support your congregation in a commitment to partnering in this refugee sponsorship 

program? Yes____No ____If no, Why?________________________ 

2. Please indicate how would you be willing to participate in this refugee project, either as an 

individual or a group from your congregation? 

 _____ Financial? (estimate how much ___________________) 

 _____ Housing search?      _____ Language learning?  

 _____ Household item donations?    _____ Personal support? 

 Other?___________________________________________________________ 

 Join the committee or be a congregational representative?__________________ 

 Name_______________________Phone or email________________________ 

3. We ask that you remember the committee, the work they are doing as well as all refugees in 

your prayers. 

Please feel free to contact the committee with any questions.  

Jan Geggie (jangeggie@shaw.ca), 

 Thank you in advance. 
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

   1 2 3 4 
    

 

Youth Group 

7:00 – 9:30 P.M. 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Bible Class 9:30 

Holy Communion 
10:30 A.M. 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

Exercise & Bible 
Study 1:30 

“Narnia” Course 

 7 PM 

  Youth Group 

7:00 – 9:30 P.M. 

 

12 13 14  15 16 17 18 
Bible Class 9:30 

Worship – 10:30 

Sunday School 

L.W.M.L. Meeting 
9:30 A.M. 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

Christian Women’s 
Breakfast 9:30 

Exercise & Bible 
Study 1:30 

“Narnia” Course 

 7 PM 

Elders 9:00 A.M 

Pastors Circuit 
Meeting 

 Youth Group 

7:00 – 9:30 P.M. 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Bible Class 9:30 

Worship 10:30 

Sunday School 

 Devotions at Unit 1 
– 11:00 AM 

Exercise & Bible 
Study 1:30 

“Narnia” Course 

 7 PM 

Newsletter 
Articles Due 

  Youth Group 

7:00 – 9:30 P.M. 

 

26 27 28 Exercise 
& Bible 
Study 1:30 

 

    
Bible Class 9:30 

Holy Communion 
10:30 

Confirmation Class 
3:30 

Exercise & Bible 
Study 1:30  
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                    Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 1. 

 


