The First Sunday in Lent

February 21, 2021

Prelude beginning at 10:05
Call to Worship
Welcome and Tone of the Day
Hymn of Invocation Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways LSB 707

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Confession and Forgiveness
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, the keeper of the covenant, the
source of steadfast love, our rock and our Redeemer.
C Amen.
P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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P Fountain of living water,
C Pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as
healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen
P Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving
love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are T forgiven, and
God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
C Amen.
A Service of the Word

Psalm 25:1–10
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To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2
O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.
3
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4
Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all the day long.
6
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!
8
Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9
He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.
10
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
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Sit
Prayer of the Day
A We pray together the prayer of the day
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son
from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be
with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis 9:8–17
8
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“Behold, I establish my
covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the
earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be
cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant
that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the
bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”
17
God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Epistle
1 Peter 3:18–22
18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made
alive in the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,
20
because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is,
eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Holy Gospel

Mark 1:9-15

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately
he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.
11
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am
well pleased.”
12
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was
in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the
wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.
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14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the
gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Creed
I believe that God loves all people; that God shows no partiality
I believe that God sent Good News into the world through His Son;
that he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ; that He now sends
His Spirit for me and all who believe in Him, that we might become
His light in this world.
I believe that Jesus was crucified; that God raised Him from the dead;
that God chose us to be witnesses; that we are to preach to all that
Jesus is Lord!
I believe that God assures us of the presence and power of His Holy
Spirit for the task of His mission- to baptize all nations in His name
and to make disciples of all people everywhere. Amen
Let the Children Come
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Hymn of the Day

Down By the Jordan

by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

(sung to the tune “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

LSB 490)

Down by the Jordan, a prophet named John was baptizing,
Preaching a message the people found bold and surprising:
"God will forgive! Show that you'll change how you live!
Surely God's new day is rising!"
There by the river, the crowd came with great expectation:
"Are you God's Chosen One, sent here to rescue our nation?"
"No!" John replied. "He who is mightier than I
Judges and offers salvation."
Jesus, you went to be baptized along with the others,
Taking your place among sinners, God's lost sons and daughters.
Then with great love, God's Spirit came as a dove!
Your work began in those waters.
Here in the Church, we are baptized and filled with God's Spirit.
Freed and forgiven, we're welcomed with joy! Can you hear it?
This is God's sign! This is how God says, "You're mine!"
Let's take the good news and share it!
Text: Copyright © 2000 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

God's Word for Today
Stand
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Offertory

Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002347

Prayer of the Church
P Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,
and all in need.
A brief silence
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P In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give
your church throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach
us to trust always in the good news of your salvation. Hear us O God. Your
mercy is great.
P You have a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the
earth’s creatures from destruction. Empower the work of biologists,
conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, O God. (Response).
P All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and
actions of leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they
may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O God. (Response).
P In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We
praise you for all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us
with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear us, O God. (Response).
For….(Response).
For….(Response).
For….(Response).
For….(Response).
P We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through
Jesus Chris our Lord.
C Amen
Sit
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Offering/Distribution Hymn

Our Lord, You Were Sent
by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
(sung to the tune “How Firm a Foundation” LSB 728)
Our Lord, you were sent to a place wild and vast
To ponder your mission, to pray and to fast;
Then hungry and weary, you faced night and day
The subtle temptations to turn from God's way.
How could it be wrong to want bread on the shelf?
To seek, in one's serving, to first serve one's self?
But by God's own word you remained ever sure:
It's only in God that our lives are secure.
How could it be wrong to step out and to dare,
To prove with great drama the depths of God's care?
But you knew God's word, true since all time began:
It's wrong to expect God to work by our plan.
How could it be wrong to just once bow the knee,
To shake hands with sin to achieve victory?
Yet you made it clear that no matter the cost:
Your path was obedience, your way was the cross.
Our Lord, in your struggle you chose to obey;
God's word filled your heart and you trusted God's way.
Now risen, you save us from sins that destroy;
You give us your Spirit, your peace and your joy.
Text: Copyright © 2000 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

Stand
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary…. evermore praising You and joining in
their unending hymn:
Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth
10

as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini

John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei

John 1:29

Sit
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P People of God receive the body and blood of Christ in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Dismissal
P Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2:29–32
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one
body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen
Benediction
P You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good
works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you T that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and
life giving Trinity.
C Amen.
Hymn to Depart

Jesus, Lead Thou On

LSB 718

Text and tune: Public domain

Silent Prayer
13

Sit
Announcements
Postlude
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Bring your favorite cross on Tuesday, Feb. 23rd.
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2021 LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Each midweek service, following Ash Wednesday will center on the theme Beneath the
Cross – the cross before us, in us, and through us. Each week you are encouraged to
bring something to be shared during the service. You will also take something special
home with you each Tuesday.
Tuesday, February 23, Service at 7:00
BENEATH THE CROSS – bring your favorite cross from home
Tuesday, March 2, Service at 7:00
THE ROCK SOLID CROSS – bring your baptismal certificate
Tuesday, March 9, Service at 7:00
HOMING CROSS – bring a picture of your house
Tuesday, March 16, Service at 7:00
CROSS YOUR HEART – bring a public/private sin box
Tuesday, March 23, Service 7:00
Cross Current – bring a prayer icon or symbol
Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday, Worship at 10:15
Maundy Thursday, April 1, - Service at 7:00
Good Friday, April 2 – Service at 7:00
Easter, April 4 – Service at 10:15
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