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Ready for the Christmas Baby? 
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;30 for my eyes have 
seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” — Luke 2:29–32 

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” — Matthew 2:1–2  

49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me?  Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” — Luke 2:49  

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, 
the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”— Luke 3:21–22  

 When my wife and I were expecting our first child, we were constantly asked, “Are 
you ready for this?”  My response was always something along the way of, “Well, I’m ready for 
the idea of it, but I’m not sure about the reality of it.”  For I had been told the things that 
people thought I needed to know, I had gone through the classes, and I had tried to prepare 
myself mentally for the change, yet until I had actually gone through the change I could never 
truly understand it on that visceral level what parents experience once they hold their child for 
the first time.  There was what I knew, and then what I would be able to understand. 
 That’s how this later half of Christmas and the beginning of Epiphany is.  Mary and 
Joseph knew that Jesus was special, but they wouldn't understand what that would mean until 
they experienced it.  They were told that they would bear a child and he would be called 
“Emmanuel” which means “God with Us”,  but it wouldn't be until they see the reaction of the 
people that they would start to understand what that would mean for the world. 
 It is in the same way we respond to learning about the knowledge of God’s love for 
us.  It is one thing to know that God loves us and forgives us of our sins, yet it is another thing 
when we have the burden of grief, pain, and guilt taken away by that same promise of 
forgiveness of sins.  It is a gradual process for most of us.  First we are taught, and then we 
experience.  Then out of that experience we are taught to a greater depth than previously were 
taught, having not been ready to understand.  God’s love acted out through his son is never 
diminished, rather it is our ability to grasp how deep that love truly is that grows. That is why 
Christian education never ends, for we cannot truly grasp the eternal in its entirety, only come 
to appreciate it. 
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Red Hat 

Purple Circle 

January 4 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

At 

La Fiesta Mexican 

Restaurant  

3800 Washington Pl 

Report from the Treasurer, Terri Rau 
 
Below are our Operating Fund (Budget) results through November 2015.  The 
cumulative cash available in the Operating Fund was $118,330 and total cash, 
including restricted funds, was $418,446. 

 

 For the 2015 YTD and the entire years of 2014 / 2013, average monthly receipts 
were $35,615 / $39,658 / $40,938, and average monthly operating expenditures 
were $30,124 / $43,528 / $42,267.  Our 2015 Budget of $634,500 is about $53,292 
per month. 

Financial Summary Month Nov Year to Date 

  Nov 2015 Nov 2014 2015 2014 

Budget Receipts $42,953 $39,562 $391,763 $408,116 

Budget Expenditures $43,293 $40,811 $331,368 $461,660 

Budget Surplus $   (340) $(1,249) $  60,395 $(53,544) 

In God’s service, 

Terri  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT 

 

             The call committee has continued the work assigned to it by the voters concerning 
   a DCE.  We have narrowed to one candidate after an extensive search.   Michael 
   Sinn is a May 2015 graduate of Concordia University, Chicago and is available for a 
   call immediately.  The entire committee is really impressed and excited about this 
candidate! 

 Michael will be visiting our congregation the weekend of Jan 8th and will be here for Worship on 
Jan 10th.  We are planning a church lunch after the second service for a “meet and greet”.  I strongly en-
courage you to come and meet Michael, ask questions, and get to know him as much as possible. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Jerry Rau 

Chairperson of the Board 

Red Hat Purple Circle 
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LWML NEWS 
As we begin another year, we usually take 
time to update our calendars with meetings, 
events, and celebrations for the coming 
weeks and months.  I encourage the ladies to 
add an LWML (Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League) "Circle" meeting to your calendar.  
The "Circles" meet to discuss upcoming 
LWML events, do a Bible study, and enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship.  Martha Circle 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 
9:30 a.m. at the church.  Esther Circle meets 
on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:00 
p.m. at a previously announced location.   

Another opportunity to mark on your calen-
dar is Mission Service Thursday.  We meet at 
the church at 9:30 a.m. on the 3rd and 4th 
Thursdays of each month.  We complete pro-
jects that are then given away to bless the 
lives of others and to glorify God.  Bring a 
sack lunch and stay as long as you can.  We 
usually finish up around 3:00 p.m. 

Lastly, remember to note that the first Sun-
day of each month is "Mite Box" Sunday.  
During the month you can collect your pocket 
change in your personal mite box.  On the 
first Sunday of the month bring it to empty 
into the larger mite box in the Narthex, and 
do it again for the next month.  All of these 
"mites" add up to enable our local, district 
and national LWML to complete projects and 
to fulfill approved Mission Grants.   

If you have any questions about anything in-
volving LWML, please let me know. 

 

Anita Gard 

Society President  

                                              If you would like to provide flowers for 
                                        the altar on Sundays in memory or in hon -                        
            or of a loved one, a special occasion, or to 
                                        the glory of God, you may do so by signing 
                                        up on the flower chart which is located on 
                                        the bulletin board in the Narthex.   
                                                Upcoming Sundays that are open  
                                        include:  January 10th, 17th, 31st and  
                                        February 7th, 21st and 28th. 

Flower List 

   
   MITE BOX SUNDAY 

The first Sunday of each month will now be des-
ignated as “Mite Box Sunday”.  Bring your mite 
boxes and empty them in the larger mite box in 
the Narthex.  The mite box project is sponsored 
by LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League).  If you do not have a mite box, there are 
small ones in the Narthex on the bookcase by the 
Fellowship Hall.  Take one home, put your loose 
change in it and bring it back to empty it on the 
first Sunday of the month or anytime.  Take it 
back home and fill it up again.  Money received 
helps fund mission grants approved by our Dis-
trict and National LWML.   

Crafts for CONCERN  

                                                      After a week-long project to clean, 
                                                      organize, and right-size the sup-           
                                          plies in the craft resource room, 
      Redeemer was able to donate sev-
      eral craft supplies to CONCERN’s 
      Children’s Learning Center.  CON-
                  CERN provides food, financial as-
      sistance and quality child care for 
      low income families. They were 
      very appreciative and grateful for 
      the donation.  ~ Susan Riden 
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Youth Corner 

January 2016 

Confirmation: 
 

Will start on 
January 6, 2016 

National Youth 
Gathering 

 
This summer is NYG in 

New Orleans, 
Louisiana.  Please 

submit your 
paperwork as soon as 

possible. 

A Study in 1 Timothy-Part 5: 1 Timothy 6:2-20 

After reading the chapter then read the reflections on the chapter.  

Verses of note in 1 Timothy 6:  

Teach and urge these things. 3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not 

agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords 

with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. — 1 Timothy 

6:2–4 (ESV) 

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, —1 Timothy 6:6 (ESV) 

12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. — 

13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the 
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, — 1 Timothy 6:13–14 (ESV) 

20 O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and 
contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” — 1 Timothy 6:20 (ESV) 

Luther on this chapter: “In chapter 6 he exhorts the bishops to hold fast to the pure gospel 

and to promulgate it by their preaching and living. They are to avoid senseless and 

meddlesome controversies which are only raised for gaining worldly reputation and 

riches.”  (AE 35:388) 

Reflections on the False Teachers:  We are called to be content in what God has 
granted unto us, no matter what the teachers of the world promise us.  Paul here is 
equating false teachers with the coveting of the ninth and tenth commandments.  
When we change what we teach in order to not seek conflict with the world and our 
neighbor, we are placing temporary peace over the everlasting peace given to us in 
God’s Word.   

Reflections on the Good Fight of Faith:  The Godly man then is to pursue faith and 
righteousness according to the word of God.  For our God is the giver of life, King of 
Kings, and everlasting.  If then he is all these things, we put our trust in eternal instead 
of the things that perish.  We flee from earthly “knowledge” that contradicts God’s 
word, and cling to His Grace. 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
                        

     
1 

Office 
Closed 

NewYear’s
Day 

2 

 

3  

 8:15 a.m. 
     Divine Worship 

    Holy Communion  
 9:30 a.m. 
     Sunday School & 
     Confirmation 
10:45 a.m. 
     Blended Worship 

      

4 

7:00 pm Boy Scout 
     Meeting 
 

5 

7:15 am Men’s   
     Bible Study 
2:00 pm Adult  
     Fellowship     
     Bible Study 
7:00 pm Exercise  
     Class 
7:00 pm Education 

Mtg. 

6 

9:00 am Ministerial 
     Alliance 
5:45-7:30 Midweek 
     Confirmation 
     Adult Bible 
     Study 
 
 
 

7 

9:00 am Ladies’ 

     Care Group                     

     Bible Study 

 5:00-8:00 pm 

     Girl Scouts and   

     Lego Robotics 

  

8 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

 
 

9 

 

10 

  8:15 a.m. 
     Divine Worship 
  9:30 a.m. 
     Sunday School & 
     Confirmation 
10:45 a.m. 
     Divine Worship 

11 

7:00 pm Boy Scout 
     Meeting 
 

12 

7:15 am Men’s   
     Bible Study 
2:00 pm Adult  
     Fellowship Bible 
     Study 
7:00 pm Exercise  
     Class               

 

13 

5:45-7:30 Midweek 
     Confirmation 
     Adult Bible 
     Study 

14 

Circuit 

Mtg. 
 

8:00 am Braille 

5:00-8:00 pm 

     Girl Scouts and   

     Lego Robotics 

15 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

 

 

16 

 

17 

 8:15 a.m. 
     Divine Worship 

     Holy Communion  
  9:30 a.m. 
     Sunday School & 
     Confirmation      
10:45 a.m. 
     Blended Worship 

 

18 

6:30 pm PLC 
7:00 pm Boy Scout 
     Meeting 
 

19 

7:15 am Men’s   
     Bible Study 
9:30 am Martha  
     Circle 
2:00 pm Adult  
     Fellowship Bible 
     Study 
6:30 pm Heirloom 
     Sewing  
7:00 pm Exercise 
     Class 

20 

5:45-7:30 Midweek 
     Confirmation 
     Adult Bible 
     Study 

 
 

21 

9:30 am Mission  
     Service 
5:00-8:00 pm 
     Girl Scouts and 
     Lego Robotics 
7:00 pm Esther 

Circle 

22 
 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

23 

 

24 

  8:15 a.m. 
     Divine Worship 
  9:30 a.m. 
     Sunday School & 
     Confirmation 
10:45 a.m. 
     Divine Worship 

     Holy Communion 

25 

7:00 pm Boy Scout 
     Meeting 

26 27 

5:45-7:30 Midweek 
     Confirmation 
     Adult Bible 
     Study 

28 

9:30 am Mission  
     Service 
5:00-8:00 pm 
     Girl Scouts and 
     Lego Robotics 
7:00 pm Elder’s 
     Meeting 

29 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

30 
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31 

 8:15 a.m. 
     Divine Worship 

     Holy Communion  
 9:30 a.m. 
     Sunday School & 
     Confirmation 
10:45 a.m. 
     Divine Worship 

    Holy Communion  



2016                                              Birthdays         
1— 1 Clifford Holmes 

       1 Seth Huisenga 

       1 Vanessa Jackson 

       2 Brenda Bucher 

       2 Vickie Doughty 

       3 Colleen Springer 

       5 Maria Snider 

       9 Bailey Hall 

       9 Ana Rocha 

     13 Beth Rumble 

13 Katie Runnels 

14 Karsten Gardner 

14 Gene Larson 

15 Roni Angleton 

16 Rick Bachmann 

16 Joan Burge 

16 Bill Griffin 

16 Kelsey Richers 

17 Shawn Zilinski 

18 Cheryl Zilinski 

19 Norma Winter 

22 Andy Lee 

23 Sarah Shupe 

26 Cindy Abrams 

26 Marsha Durkin 

27 Lily Lay 

31 Dorothy Fanning 

31 Arthur Radke 

31 Pastor William Shupe 

        

1 – 2 Cary & Beth Fredrick 

    14 Jerry & Judie Page 

14 John & Sandy Tritthart  

15 Lyle & Carol Robinson 

16 Dustin & Emily Ward 

23 Steve & Sharon Emert 
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