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July 2015 - Teaching and Learning 
Deuteronomy 11:18–21 (ESV) 

18 “You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, 
and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 19 You shall teach them to your children, talking of them 
when you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. 20 You shall write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates, 21 that your days and the days of your children 
may be multiplied in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, 
as long as the heavens are above the earth. 
 

 Dr. David P. Scaer, one of my favorite professors at the seminary,  is a crotchety old 
man.  He has fought his battles to preserve right theology in this synod, and is ready to let 
the next generation take over, though probably not before he has a chance to beat into 
their heads how little they know.  He is famed at the seminary for his “Scaerisms” phrases 
that he uses all the time to attack the students in their incompetence.  One of the most 
common Scaerisms, “You neither know the scriptures nor the power therein!” often used 
on students who seek to defend their argument using theology terms instead of the words 
of scripture. Instead he rails, “Think gentlemen, for the first time in your life THINK!” 
 It is clear, that he could never leave the Lutheran church.  For the gospels point to a 
Christ who came to redeem the world, not according to our righteousness, but according 
to His unfailing love.  The Lutheran confessions point to this clearly, Dr. Scaer merely 
wishes his students to recognize that Scripture taught it first.  Then, once the words of 
Scripture has been bound to you, to live, breath, and worship according to those words.  
We cannot help but change our outlook when we truly believe.  
 According to Dr. Scaer the reason why seminarians make such bad theologians is they 
know all the answers, yet they have not yet learned how to teach. As we grow older, the 
best way to continue growing in these ways is to teach the next generations.  This is true 
for everyone, for it is one thing to sit and absorb what is being taught, but to teach 
requires a deeper understanding.  That’s how we gain a mature faith, going from passively 
learning to actively learning in order to teach. We continue to learn as we teach.   
 As we go into the next school year, the church is always looking for new teachers, yet 
one of the biggest excuses I hear every year is “I don’t know enough to teach.”  I tell you 
truly, if you have been confirmed, you do in fact know enough to start teaching. AND, If 
you’re really teaching, you’ll find that your best student isn't a student at all, but you.  

 

 In Christ’s Name,   
   
 Bill Shupe, Associate Pastor 
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A special thank you 
to everyone bringing 
treats and great 
goodies for the Sun-
day School coffee 
each week. 

You and the team leaders do such a fan-
tastic job and are greatly appreciated. 
Also appreciated is the weekly support 
given by David and Cheryl Zilinski for 
setting up the kitchen each week. 

Becky Trentman will be taking over the 
coordination of the this Ministry in the 
future and we are blessed to have her 
continue this ministry. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH 

Glenda Heideman 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

REPORT FROM THE TREASURER     Terri Rau 

 

If you would like to 
provide flowers for the 

altar on Sundays in 
memory or in honor of 
a loved one, a special 

occasion, or to the 
glory of God, you may 
do so by signing up on 
the flower chart which 

is located on the  
bulletin board in the 
Narthex.  Upcoming 

Sundays that are open 
include:   

July 5, 19 and 26,  
August 2, 16, 23 and 30 
September 20 and 27 
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Thank You 

 

 
 

Red Hat 
Purple Circle  

 

Monday, July 6 

 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

La Fiesta 
3800 SE Washington  

Bartlesville, OK 

 

Below are our Operating 
Fund (Budget) results 
through May 2015.  The cu-
mulative cash available in 
the Operating Fund was 
$79,685 and total cash, in-
cluding Mothers Day Out 

and restricted funds, was 
$384,873.   

For the 2015 YTD and the 
entire years of 2014 / 2013, 
average monthly receipts 
were $36,321 / $39,658 / 

$40,938, and average 
monthly operating expendi-
tures were $31,854 / 
$43,528 / $42,267.  Our 2015 
Budget of $634,500 is 
about $53,292 per month. 

Financial Summary Month May Year to Date 

  May 2015 May 2014 2015 2014 

Budget Receipts $33,286 $31,625 $181,603 $198,871 

Budget Expenditures $35,741 $43,172 $159,270 $209,826 

Budget Surplus /
(Deficit) 

$(2,455) $(11,547) $22,333 $(10,955) 

It will soon be time to start 
JAMM and Midweek activi-
ties. We are in need of help 
this year as we have had 
several people move away. 
We need a team leader for 

a cooking team with a team in place. You would 
only have to cook 3 times a semester. Also need-
ed is members for the cooking team.  We could 
also use a dessert maker on a rotating basis. 
Needed also is someone who would be wiling to 
help with clean up each week. I ask that you give 
this prayerful consideration and contact me if you 
are willing to help. 
Also at this time I would like to thank Jackie and 
Turid for buying the food and all the team leaders 
and those that did the cooking,  desserts and 
clean up. 
 

Thank you 
Jean Rickords 
918-333-3011 

JAMM 

Midweek Activities 

In God’s service, 

Terri Rau 
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Vacation Bible 

        Another year of VBS has come to a close.  We 
were able to share God’s love and the journey to 
the Cross with 45 children.  Our theme was “He is 
Risen, Indeed!”.  The openings, closings and Bible 
story lessons were written by Pastor Shupe.  The 
children were anxious each day to come back for 
more learning and fun.   

 

         Special thanks goes to each of the leaders and 
helpers:  Virginia DeFrees, advertising; Anita Gard, 
registration; Pastor Shupe, Bible lessons; Terri Rau, 
crafts; Nancy Newby, kitchen; Cindy Meyer, cup-
cakes and kitchen; Alicia Shupe, poster time, Da-
lene Colpitt, music; and our other helpers and 
group leaders, Cheryl Zilinski, Colleen Springer, 
Chris Meyer, Beth Fredrick, Chris Springer, Dalton 
Rau, Tammy Beier, Sherri Ward, Rick Bachmann, 
Deonne Bachmann, Kate Roper, Chris Roper, Bren-
da Parker, Marie Jackson, Vickie Mitchell, Carolyn 
Savage, Zeta Powell, Janet Brazda, John Kahre, and 
Deanna Kahre.  Without all of you this outreach 
would not be possible!!!  

We Need Your Help 

 

This year LWML has decided to help LWR (Lutheran World 
Relief) with providing Personal Care Kits for those in need 
all over the world.  We are asking our church members to 
contribute to this project.  Please bring one or all of the 
following items and the LWML ladies will take care of pack-
aging each kit. There will be a designated area in the Nar-
thex for you to place these items.  If you are unable to shop 
or would rather provide funds to complete the kits or cover 
the shipping costs, please make your checks payable to the 
church and designate LWR KITS or LWML KITS.  

Needed Items: 

 Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling up to 8-9 
        oz, bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) are highly preferred, any 

        brand, in original wrapping 

 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional) 

 One sturdy comb 

 One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20"×40" & 
         52"×27"), dark color recommended 
 

One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging 

Wedding 

Dr. John Runnels 

And  

Phyllis Krenz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 27, 2015 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Wedding Shower 

Jay Guthrie  

&  

Laura Newby 

August 22, 2015 

2:00 p.m. 

More information to come. 



                           
 
 
 
The Miami Zone Fall Fest is scheduled  for Satur-
day, September 19th, at Messiah Lutheran Church, 
Vinita.  Our LWML society is responsible for the 
Bible study for the day, therefore, Pastor Shupe 
will be our study leader.  Please make plans to at-
tend.  It would be nice to have a van full of ladies 
from our church attend along with Pastor.  If you 
are interested in going, please let me know so we 
can arrange for transportation.  Our church is the 
largest in the Miami zone, so let's reflect that in 
our attendance that day. 
 

The Oklahoma District (State) Fall Retreat will be 
held on October 23 & 24, 2015, at Camp Luther-
homa, Tahlequah, OK.  All ladies of the church are 
invited!  Watch for more specific information.   
 

Ladies please join us every 3rd and 4th Thursday 
of the month from 9:30 am to? for Mission Ser-
vice.  Recently we completed; 12 large quilts, 67 
baby quilts and 45 hospital Boo Bears!!  Bring your 
lunch and help us help others.  We have a great 
time working for the Lord and bonding with each 
other.   
 
Anita Gard 
Redeemer Society LWML President 
  

 Lutheran Women’s  

Missionary League (LWML) 
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Greetings Redeemed in Christ! 

First I’d like to thank all of you for the trust expressed in 
making me your congregational president.  I pray, with 
the help of God, that I will live up to your expectations. 
The first order of business for the elders and myself is to 
form a Call Committee.  Pastor, Darrel Keltner (Chairman 
of the Elders) and myself have met and begun this pro-
cess.  I’d like to communicate with you how we plan to 
proceed. 

 

The Call Committee will consist of the constitutionally-
mandated Congregational President, Head Elder, two 
other elders, plus two more from the congregation.  We 
want to keep the group small in order to facilitate meet-
ing efficiently.  We also need a lot of input from the con-
gregation so we have elected to form an advisory com-
mittee.  While some call committee meetings will be 
confidential, many will be open to anyone on the adviso-
ry committee. 

 

The advisory committee is open to anyone who wants 
to have input.  Please let Pastor, Darrell or myself know 
if you would like to be on this committee.  Attendance 
to advisory call committee meetings will be optional so 
you can choose to attend only when the topic pertains 
to something you feel called to express.  For example, if 
you want to impart something on your heart in terms of 
youth, you can attend the meeting when youth needs 
are discussed. 

 

We look forward to advancing God’s work with this 
committee.  We ask for your prayers, support, and help 
as we discern what God has planned for us in the future. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Jerry Rau 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord, all the 
earth. Sing to the Lord, bless His name; Proclaim the 
good news of His salvation from day to day. Declare His 
glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples.  
For the Lord is great and greatly to be praised.      Psalm 
96:4 



From Your Parish Nurse…. 

     Stephanie McCartney RN 
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How to Prepare for Your Next Doctor’s Appointment          
     By Camille Peri/2015 WebMD          

Doctors don't always have a reputation for being the best listeners. Studies have shown that when patients 
start to talk, doctors tend to cut them off, usually after about 17 seconds.  

     That can be frustrating, but does it really affect your care? If the doctor is skilled, how important is it that 
he or she listens to you? Very important, experts say.  

     Without good communication, a doctor may give you the wrong diagnosis or order tests you don’t need. 
And the less you and your doctor talk about your care or make decisions together, the less likely you are to    
understand or follow through on your treatment. Whether good dialogue makes you less confused or more        
invested in your own care, it matters. 

     “It’s important that your doctor values and respects you as a patient by listening to you,” says Martine      
Ehrenclou, author of The Take-Charge Patient: How You Can Get the Best Medical Care. Your relationship 
with your doctor is really the cornerstone of good health care.” 

     You might not be able to change some things that affect your doctor’s attention span, such as the shorter 
and shorter visit times that are common. But you can take steps to make sure your concerns are heard in the 
time you have. 

How to Talk to Your Doc: 

Prioritize. Decide on the three main things you want to know when you leave the doctor  visit and focus 
on those concerns. 

Tell a story. Don’t just list symptoms. Tell your doctor what’s going on and why it concerns you.  Practice 
telling your story so that you include the most relevant information. 

Ask a question. This pulls the doctor  into a discussion. After  you explain your  health concern, for  in-
stance, ask the doctor what he or she thinks.  

Put interruptions in context. If your  doctor  inter rupts, it doesn' t always mean she's not listening. “It 
depends on why the doctor is interrupting,” says Sherrie Kaplan, MPH, PhD, co-director of the Health Policy 
Research Institute at the University of California School of Medicine in Irvine. “It could be …the doctor 
knows where you're going with it and isn’t cutting you off.” 

Ask Him/Her to Listen 

If you feel like your doctor isn’t hearing what you’re saying, be firm but pleasant with him/her, Ehrenclou 
says. 

 

When It’s Time to Walk Away 

Doctors can be under a lot of pressure to see too many people in too little time. But if yours doesn’t let you 
ask questions, share in decision-making, or participate in your care, it's time to look for a doctor who does. 

 

 

Retrieved from www.webmd.com     2015 WebMD          

http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/doctor-appointment-15/default.htm


Youth Corner 

Beauty and Self Confidence—Alex Dickson 

Self Image and Confidence 
issues in today’s teenagers is a 
major problem. Society has 
distorted the word ‘beauty’ to a 
word that doesn't even have a 
meaning anymore. Girls 
compare themselves to others 
when they should know that 
they are beautiful in their own 
way. The Bible says in Song of 
Solomon 4:7, “You are 
altogether, my love; there is no 
flaw in you”. We struggle to 
know ourselves and how we 
want to look, so we are easily 
peer pressured to try new 
things that we might end up 
regretting. We want to try these 
new trends in order to feel ‘in’ 
with the popular kids or even 
to fit in with our own group of 
friends.  

Even if we were to get the 
newest hair style or the newest 
shoes, what really matters is 
what’s on the inside, and yes 
that sounds cliché but its even 
said in the Bible. “But the Lord 

said to Samuel, “Do not look 
on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him. For the Lord 
sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks 
on the heart” (1st Samuel 16:7).          
 Another contributing factor 
to self image and confidence 
issues is feeling unloved or 
undervalued. The Bible, has a 
verse to combat those feelings. 
“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16). God 
sent Jesus to die for us, and 
God will always be there for 
us. We are never alone, but 
always have God with us. In 
the song Oceans it says, 
“You’ve never failed and you 
won’t start now”. God is 
always with us, and even when 
our friends or even our family 
has failed us, God will always 

be in our corner. He will 
always be there for us, through 
anything and everything.  

Teenagers think that we 
need to have approval from our 
friends or boyfriend/ girlfriend 
on what we do or how we look. 
But if we really take a step 
back and look at this, what you 
do now will just be a memory. 
You'll look back on the years 
you spend in high school or 
college, and you want them to 
be good memories. So don't 
worry about what people think 
of you, because the only person 
who’s opinion matters is God. 
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Higher Things: 
 

We will be meeting at 
the Church and 

carpooling to the 
airport.  Please make 

sure you have your 
parental permission 

form filled out. 

Confirmation Break 

Middle School 
Confirmation will be 
taking a break over 

the summer.  We will 
start again in the Fall. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
                        
   

1 

 

2 

 

3 

Office 

Closed  

4 

 

5 

8:15 a.m. 
    Divine Worship 

    Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m. 
    Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. 
    Blended Worship 

      

6 

11:30-1:00 pm 
   Red Hat Purple  
   Circle 
 

7 

2:00 pm Adult  
    Fellowship Bible 
    Study 
7:00 pm Exercise  
    Class 

7:00 pm 
Education Meeting 
  

8 

 

9 10 

 
11  DeFrees/ 

Vinson 

Wedding 

    In Atlanta 
 

12  

 8:15 a.m. 
    Divine Worship 
9:30 a.m. 
    Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. 
    Divine Worship 

     Holy Communion 
 

13 

7-9 pm Young  
    Women’s 
    Bible Study at 
    Parsonage 

14 

2:00 pm Adult  
    Fellowship Bible 
    Study 
7:00 pm Exercise  
    Class               

 

15 

 

16 

9:30 Mission 
Service 

17 

  

18 

 

19 

8:15 a.m. 
    Divine Worship 

    Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m. 
    Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. 
    Blended Worship 
 

20 

 

21 

2:00 pm Adult  
    Fellowship Bible 
    Study 
6:30 pm Heirloom 

Sewing  
7:00 pm Exercise 
    Class 

 

22 23 

9:30 Mission 
Service 

7:00 Elder’s 
Meeting 

24 

Pastor’s Day Off 

25 

26 

8:15 a.m. 
    Divine Worship 
9:30 a.m. 
    Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. 
    Divine Worship 

     Holy Communion 

27 

7-9 pm Young  
    Women’s 
    Bible Study at 
    Parsonage 

28 

2:00 pm Adult  
    Fellowship Bible 
    Study 
7:00 pm Exercise 
    Class 

29 30 31 

Pastor’s Day Off 
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<————————— Helen on vacation —————————> 

<————————— Pastor & Family on vacation thru the  8th ————————— 

——————— Pastor & Family on vacation thru the  8th ———————> 

<——————— Higher Things ———————> 



2015                 Birthdays 
 7– 1 Ron Hall 

      3 Ben Newby 

      3 Jody Roseen 

      3 Bonnie Smith 

      4 Cindy Meyer 

      4 Megan Mills 

      4 Bob Seemann 

      6 Vern Kuhnert 

      6 Andrew Lee 

      6 Jordan Skaggs 

  7 Anita Gard 

  8 Janel Black 

  9 Andrea Sletten 

  9 Tony Vigesaa 

11 Marilyn Griffin 

15 Jakob Thomas 

17 Louise Maddock 

17 Sharon Peters 

18 Dutch Beck 

20 Andrew Lathrop 

21 Doug Beck 

21 John Tritthart 

22 Steve Beier 

22 Vernon Newby 

22 Lydia Shupe 

26 Russell Shoemaker 

28 Noah Eiden 

28 Farrell Oldham 

28 Amy Spitzer 

29 Gretchen Winger 

7– 1 J.D. & Marie Jackson 

     2 Kolby & Tami Brinkman 

     2 Cameron & Jill Spitzer 

     6  Robert & Vickie Doughty 

  8 Don & Pat Bruning 

  8 Henry & Brenda Herren 

11 David & Melanie Boucher 

12 David & Cheryl Zilinski 

13 Darrel & Kristi Brinkman 

14 Jody & Andrea Sletten 
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