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August 2014
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Redeemer Lutheran Church,
It is already August. Yet, the summer has been cooler than usual. And, of
course, I have to take responsibility for the newsletter being later than usual.
There are reasons of shorter staff, medical issues, etc. However, I extend my
apologies once more.
As Helen has been away due to surgery, I want to thank Anita Gard and others who have helped in the office. All, especially Anita, have more than contributed to the efficiency and hospitality of a great church office staff. We
look, however, to Helen’s return within the next few weeks.
VBS was a wonderful experience—for both children and adults. Through the
involvement of the workers and the enrollment of young people, the work of
the Holy Spirit was evident to all who saw and participated. The program
was completely developed by our own members who exhibited a heart for being able to teach the incarnation of Christ in ways we often have no opportunity to do. An “unpurchased program” proved as effective as any boxed program we have ever acquired. And, it was unique to any program offered in
our city. For that, I give credit first to the Holy Spirit’s work in and through
our program leadership and to Tammy Beier and Anita Gard for “dreaming
God’s idea” in the first place. My praise to God and thanks to all!
Speaking to that, I must say that there are no lame hands, silent tongues, paralyzed feet, blind eyes, or deaf ears when it comes to God’s work. We don’t outgrow it or move beyond it to leave to work of others. We are the Body of
Christ incarnate in this world. Each of us has purpose and responsibility to the
mission to which we are commissioned by Jesus .
I pray that each of us prays about our place in reaching the lost, comforting
those who have need, praying for those who hurt, and reaching the “higher
fruit” of those who have yet to know the love of Jesus. It is our mission. It is
why, in part, Redeemer Lutheran Church is placed by the Holy Spirit in
Bartlesville. Join as Jesus said, “I do and say the work my Father in heaven is
doing”. Know the sweat, sorrow, and joy of the work of the Lord. Dream His
dreams. Be part of what God is doing in and through our church.
God’s grace to each of you to will and do that for which He has equipped you!

Mark Carter, Senior Pastor
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Deaconess Corner
The Women’s Bible Study
that meets on Wednesday mornings has been doing a study entitled “Breaking Free From Fear”.
We began with a lesson that
helped us see what things we
might be afraid of – what circumstances and beliefs that may
paralyze us with fear, confusing
us and harming us in our body
and our mind. Jesus specifically
asked the disciples in Mark 4,
“Why are you afraid? How is it
that you have no faith?” Then
scripture says they “became
very much afraid” (Mark 4:41).
Now they were faced with the
question, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey
Him?” (Mark 4:41)
We all deal with fear – the
question is where do we go with
that fear, who can we trust with
this fear? Through our study we

Karla Carter

have looked closely at what it
means to fear God. This fear is
born of reverence, respect, and
awe. We then studied what
scripture has to say about why
we can “fear, love and trust in
God above all things”. God is
faithful - we can trust who He is,
what He says, and what He
does.
We are winding up this particular study and today the study
took us to the book of Proverbs.
Here I found a page in my Lutheran Study Bible devoted to
the subject “the fear of the
Lord”. There was one sentence
that I had underlined at some
previous time stating, “Proverbs
teaches that, far from cowering
in dread before the Lord, the
person who fears the Lord clings
to Him”. Imagine that – we can
cling to Him. The word cling was

Musings of the Ministry

not one I had ever used in thinking of or describing my relationship with God. And yet how
wonderful, how fitting – to cling
– to stay very close to someone
for emotional support, protection; to hold on tenaciously; to
remain or linger as if resisting
separation.
And so now I am blessed with
this study, the very real assurance that I can “fear, love and
trust in God above all things”.
And then, knowing who God is
and that His word is true I can
cling to Him, in this life and for all
eternity.

Adult
Fellowship
The Tuesday
afternoon class will
be meeting at 2:00
p.m. to start
discussing the
differences between
the various Christian
denominations. We
will begin our
discussions with the
Lord’s Supper. We
will be using The
Lutheran Difference
from CPH.

Pastor Bill Shupe

IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME AGAIN, CHARLIE BROWN: TEACHING CHRISTMAS
Sally: Tell me about Christmas,
Linus. How did all this
Christmas stuff start
anyway? Except for the part
about getting lots of
presents - I don't see what
all the fuss is about.
Linus: Well, this is from the
second chapter of Luke…
Sally: You know what I hate? I
hate shopping!
Linus: (reading) "And there were
in the same country
shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch..."
Sally: I haven't gotten anything
for my brother for Christmas
yet.
(This continues back and forth
until Linus gives up and falls
back onto the couch in
frustration.)
Sally: Is that it? I always thought
the Christmas story was
longer than that.

(Excerpt from It’s Christmas Time
Again, Charlie Brown, 1992)

We face a peculiar
problem in the church. The
more important the Christian
festival is, the less time we
seem to spend education on
it. More people go to church
on Christmas and Easter, and
yet both are times of the
church year that, either due
to family vacation or the
interference
of
other
activities, we often make the
decision to not have Sunday
school that Sunday.
We
want to teach Christmas like
the Charlie Brown Christmas
special, that only requires a
“lights please” and a reading
of St. Luke for everyone to
suddenly “get it”.

The reality, is often the
meaning of Christmas gets
lost in the hustle and bustle
of Christmas traditions that
have nothing to do with the
biblical account. Just like
Sally and Linus, the church
can teach and teach, but if
the listener doesn't pay
attention, it does very little.
This year we attempted
to remedy that. Our theme
for VBS was “Christmas in
July”. We taught Christmas
outside of the hustle and
bustle and instead of
focusing on presents, we
focused upon the birth of
the Christ-Child, the savior of
the nations. We had about
45 children come to learn
and had a wonderful time.

Red Hat
Purple Circle
Monday, August 4
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
at
Montana Mike’s
Bonnie Smith,
Hostess
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Adult Midweek Class

5TH SUNDAY
After the recent voter’s
meeting there has been
some confusion regarding
the style of each of the worship services held on a 5th
Sunday.
The first service will continue to be a TRADITIONAL
worship service.
The late service will continue to be a BLENDED worship
service.

Jim
Polley
has
volunteered to teach a
class
on
Christian
Apologetics
Wednesday
nights throughout the fall.
He will be using Lee
Strobel’s Case For Christ
Class.
Lee Strobel is the
former Chicago Tribune
legal editor, with a
journalist's tenacity, who

questioned Christian
scholars and experts with
tough, point-blank
questions:




How reliable is the New
Testament?
Does evidence for Jesus
exist outside the Bible?
Is there any reason to
believe the resurrection
was an actual historical
event?

He shares how his
search brought him to this
conclusion:
Jesus
of
Nazareth really is the Son
of God.
Jim Polley will be going
through this study and
talking about some of the
questions believers and
unbelievers have about the
truth of the Bible.

Letter from the President of the Congregation

We hope you will join with
other believers to worship

Dear Fellow Members:

our Savior and Lord at one

Thanks to everyone who attended the Voter’s Meeting on June 1, and a special thanks to all of
those who have volunteered to serve by leading one of our ministries. A list of those serving
and the agenda for the Voter’s Meeting is still available on the credenza in the Narthex.

of these services.

There are still a number of opportunities to serve and it truly does take all of us to make our
congregation run efficiently. If you’d like to help in some way, please let me know.
And also remember, we at Redeemer Lutheran Church are dedicated to:
Reaching Lives for Christ by,
Gathering for worship and fellowship in Christ
Growing through God’s Word and Sacrament

FLU SHOT
CLINIC

Giving joyfully in service to God and His People
Going as a witness that Jesus is Lord and Savior
Reaching Lives for Christ,
Tom Bucher

There will be a flu
shot clinic in
October. Date to be
announced later.
Stephanie
McCartney
Parish Nurse

REQUEST FROM LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES
The surge of undocumented
children
crossing
Texas
borders has been at the top of
the news in recent weeks. This
growing humanitarian crisis is
expected to continue, leaving
burgeoning
numbers
of
children alone, afraid, and in
need. Lutheran Social Services
(LSS) is called to serve, by
expanding our existing ORR
(Office
of
Refugee

Resettlement)
children’s
programs in Texas, to help
care for these unaccompanied
minors. We anticipate serving
over 2,000 children this year.
As the children process
through these facilities, one of
the LSS goals is to engage
them in basic educational
activities. Donations may be
sent directly by individuals to:

Lutheran Social Services of the
South
8305 Cross Park Drive
Austin, TX 78754.

To
learn
more,
go
to www.lsss.org. Please pray
for these children, and help us
spread the word about how we
can help their plight, and
continue to provide help,
healing, and hope in the name
of Jesus Christ.
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

ALTAR FLOWERS

Our Zone “Fall Fest” will be held on Saturday, September 20th, in
Grove. This will begin in the morning, include lunch, and end midafternoon. I hope you will make an effort to attend this day of Bible
study, fellowship and LWML news. If you interested in going, please
let me know.
Our Missi9n Service group has been busy working on 100 Christmas
pillowcases for the nursing home. We could use additional help to
complete this project. If you enjoy working with other ladies, please
plan to join us at 9:30 a.m. on August 21st and/or August 28th. Bring
a lunch and spend the day doing the Lord’s work.
Our “circles” will begin meeting again in September. Martha circle
meets at 9:30 a.m. on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the church.
Esther circle meets at 7:00 p.m. on the 3rd Thursday of the month in
a specified home. Please watch next month’s newsletter for additional information.
If you are interested in learning more about LWML,
or any of these opportunities, please call me, Anita
Gard, at 918-331-3699.

REPORT FROM THE TREASURER
Below are our Operating
Fund (Budget) results
through June 2014. The
cumulative cash available
in the Operating Fund was
$101,771 and total cash,
including Mothers Day Out
and restricted funds, was
$341,503.

Terri Rau

The balance due on the
internal loan to the Family
Life Center Fund is $18,160.
The monthly payment is
$3,071 and annual interest
is 5%.

were $39,563 / $40,938 /
$42,915,
and
average
monthly operating expenditures were $43,405 /
$42,267 / $47,858. Our
2014 Budget of $619,500 is
For 2014 YTD and the en- about $51,625 per month.
tire years of 2013 / 2012,
average monthly receipts

Financial Summary

Month

Year to Date

June 2014

June 2013

2014

2013

Budget Receipts

$38,504

$37,103

$237,375

$233,748

Budget Expenditures

$50,601

$44,562

$260,427

$243,147

Budget Surplus /(Deficit)

$(12,097)

$(7,459)

$(23,052)

$(9,399)

If you would like to
provide flowers for
the
altar
on
Sundays in memory
or in honor of a
loved one, a special
occasion, or to the
glory of God, you
may do so by
signing up on the
flower chart which
is located on the
bulletin board in
the Narthex. The
flowers of God’s
creation add to the
worship
on
Sundays by gracing
the
altar.
Upcoming Sundays
that
are
open
include:
August
31st,
September
14th and the 28th
and October 5th,
12th and 19th What
a way to say,
“Thank you, God,
for
all
your
goodness
and
blessing.”
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“CHRISTMAS IN JULY” VBS

Men’s
bible study

the
A Men’s Bible Study is held
in the Phillips 66 cafeteria
each Tuesday morning at
7:15. You do not have to
be an employee of
ConocoPhillips or Phillips
66 to attend. If you are
interested in attending,
please call Aaron Gard at
918-331-3699.
What a
great opportunity to join
with other Christian men
to study God’s word and
build
friendships,
too.

Baby

All greeting cards in
the Narthex card rack
are now $.25! Stock up
today! All proceeds
benefit the LWML
(Lutheran
Women’s
Missionary League).

NEW ADDRESS:
Pastor Michael and
Rebecca Heckmann
2908 Edgemere Dr.
Plainview, TX 79072
1 (806) 494-3670

our serving the food, and

Savior, was born in a cleaning up each evening.
stable, and finally the We

had

49

children

shepherds and wise men enrolled and 37 members
spread the “good news” who served as staff each
to all. Our mission project day. A big “thank you” to

was “Operation Christmas Tammy Beier for directing
Child”. Our children were our VBS again this year. It
encouraged
A HUGE THANK YOU - Our items

to

to

bring takes a huge group of

fill

the caring

and

devoted

Vacation Bible School has shoeboxes that will make members to make this a
come to a close and what a “journey” to needy wonderful and amazing
a huge success it was! children

LWML
GREETING
CARD SALE

Jesus,

all

over

the week for each of these

During our “Christmas in world. Thank you to all children.
July” week, the children who
learned

about

helped

the advertising,

“Christmas in

by July” proved to be one of

enrolling, the best VBS themes we

“journey” to Christmas. decorating,

have

ever

presented.

The angels brought the photographing, teaching, Thanks be to God!
news of the coming birth, crafting, singing, assisting
Mary and Joseph awaited and leading the children,
the

birth

and

then babysitting,

traveled to Bethlehem, food,

bringing

preparing

and

Mother’s Day Out
Here at Mother’s Day
Out we have been busy!!
We have had a great
summer so far and are
excited for the new school
year! We are still taking
enrollments for all the
classes.

We appreciate everything
the church has done as
well!! We are still taking
donations for toys and
hopefully our playground!!
We are growing and hope
to see the church grow as
well!!

We are getting ready for
our safety week with Jessica Elam
firefighters and policemen!!
Director
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Youth Corner

Summer Break
We pray for a safe
and enjoyable
summer break for

Midweek Family Fellowship
Midweek is coming and it sanctuary for parents and out of respect for our families
is going to have a new look children.
for

this

year.

As

We will continue busy schedules.

the the tradition of supper at

Confirmation will not be

Education Task Force is re- roughly 6:00. Then following changed for this coming year,

all of our students.
We will continue to

meet for Sunday
School for all ages.
And for the

approaching what to do to the meal, we will engage in

but will continue to meet

confirmation and

improve Midweek, we are family game time ending

weekly. Student and their

high school

going to have a little bit of a around 6:45, that way families parents will be encouraged to

students, we will

change-up to loosen up our with small children can get attend the devotions with the

have a lock-in in

approach.

home with their little ones.

First, instead of it being a

Second,

instead

rest of the family fellowship.
of

drop-off event for Parents meeting every week, we will

Midweek Family

and Children, our focus this this year meet on the second

Fellowship begins

year will be a whole family Wednesday of the month in

September 10th at

gathering.

We

plan

on September,

starting at 5:45 pm with a November.
short

devotion

in

October,

and

This was done

August or
September.

5:45-6:45 pm.

the

Dates to Remember

Locked In
Lock-ins seem to be a rite

Please Contact the

of passage for all middle

office if you are

schoolers
schoolers.

and

high

As promised

interested in
attending.

we will be hosting a lock-in
for the Confirmation and
High School Class this

We are in need of

August as a Back to School

chaperones for the

Event. As of the time of

Lock-in, if you are

this publication,
isn't a set date.

there

interested please call
Pastor Shupe.

August:
Back to School
Lock-in
Date: TBA

Youth Bible Study every Sunday morning at 9:30 am
The Tentative Date
for Lock-In:
TBA
Midweek Family
Fellowship:
September 10
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Blended Worship

8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Divine Worship
Holy Communion

8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Blended Worship

8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Divine Worship
Holy Communion

31

8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Blended Worship

9:15-2:45 MDO

9:15-2:45 MDO

9:15-2:45 MDO

9:15-2:45 MDO

7:15 am Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 am Staff Mtg.
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 pm Adult
Fellowship Bible
Study
7:00 pm “Just
Doing It”
Exercise Class

7:15 am Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 am Staff Mtg.
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 pm Adult
Fellowship Bible
Study
6:30 Heirloom
Sewing
7:00 pm “Just
Doing It”
Exercise Class

7:15 am Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 am Staff Mtg.
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 am Adult
Fellowship Bible
Study
7:00 pm “Just
Doing It”
Exercise Class

ELECTION DAY
7:15 am Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 am Staff Mtg.
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 pm Adult
Fellowship Bible
Study
7:00 pm Elder’s
Meeting
7:00 pm “Just
Doing It”
Exercise Class

9:15-2:45 MDO
9:30 Women’s
Bible Study

9:15-2:45 MDO
9:30 Women’s
Bible Study

9:15-2:45 MDO
9:30 Women’s
Bible Study

9:15-2:45 MDO
9:30 Women’s
Bible Study

9:30 am Mission
Service

9:30 am Mission
Service

10-4 Peace
Makers
Quilt Guild

2014
8-1 Brylee Buesser
1 Sondra Daniels
1 Penny Thomas
1 Grayson Ward
3 Philip Larson
3 Rachel Merritt
3 Ed Savage
4 Misty Martin
5 George Brown
6 Glenda Heideman
6 Bob Pinnick
8 Lois Bergstad
8 Steven Hayes

Birthdays
10 Benjamin Eggert
10 Beth Fredrick
12 Lloyd Waller
12 Lacey Sletten
15 Lydia Daniels
15 Terry Roby
15 Ellwyn Thomas
15 Irene Wilip
17 Fredrick Nilsen
19 Babette Ashe
19 Bob Schuette
21 Shalonna Fugett
21 Elaine Gay

2014
8-4 Clifford & Ruth Holmes
7 John & DeAnna Kahre
9 Tom & Marsha Woodson
10 Farrell & Barbara Oldham
12 William & Irene VanWey

22 Linda Siemers
22 Lorene Wagner
24 Sharon Hopkins
24 Margaret Lott
25 Beth Provence
26 Andrew Ward
30 Debra Dixon
30 Carol Quinn
31 Libby Atkinson
31 Debbie Clark

Anniversaries
17 Steve & Virginia DeFrees
18 Art & Jo Ann Radke
24 Randy & Rhonda Bluhm
27 Ron & Roberta Hall
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