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The Nativity of Our Lord 
December 24, 2020 

EVENING PRAYER 
LESSONS AND CAROLS 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

 

T SERVICE OF LIGHT T 

 
Please stand and face the cross 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

VERSICLES (CHRISTMAS/EPIPHANY) 

P The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it. 

 

P On those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light 
has dawned. 

C We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son 
who came from the Father. 

 

P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
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PHOS HILARON: “O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL” LSB 379 STS. 1, REF, 2 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
    Christ the Lord! 

 

2 Highest, most holy, 
Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 

P We praise and thank You, O God, for You are without 
beginning and without end. Through Christ You are the 
creator and preserver of the whole world; but above all, You 
are His God and Father, the giver of the Spirit, and the ruler 
of all that is, seen and unseen. You made the day for the 
works of light and the night for the refreshment of our 
weakness. O loving Lord and source of all that is good, 
mercifully accept our evening sacrifice of praise. As You 
have conducted us through the day and brought us to 
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night’s beginning, keep us now in Christ; grant us a peaceful 
evening and a night free from sin; and at the end bring us to 
everlasting life through Christ, our Lord; through Him be 
glory, honor, and power to You in the Holy Spirit now and 
always and forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 

T PSALMODY T 

 
Please Sit 

READING PSALM 110:1–4 

Sit at My Right Hand 

 

1The LORD says to my Lord: 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
until I make your enemies your footstool.”  

 

2The LORD sends forth from Zion 
 your mighty scepter. 
 Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
3Your people will offer themselves freely 
 on the day of your power, 
 in holy garments; 
from the womb of the morning, 
 the dew of your youth will be yours. 
4The LORD has sworn 
 and will not change his mind, 
“You are a priest forever 
 after the order of Melchizedek.” 
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PSALM PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of 
the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that 
as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 
sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFICE HYMN: “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING” LSB 380 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, 
    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
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Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, 
    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
 

T LESSONS AND CAROLS T 

 

READING MICAH 5:2 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 

 

HYMN:  “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM” LSB 361 STS. 1, 4 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
    How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
    The silent stars go by; 
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Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
    The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
    Are met in thee tonight. 

 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
    Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
    Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
    The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
    Our Lord Immanuel! 

Text: Public domain 
 

READING ISAIAH 7:10–14 

The Sign of Immanuel 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your 
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, 
“I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he 
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
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HYMN:  “A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER” LSB 383 STS. 1, REF, 2 

1 A great and mighty wonder, 
    A full and holy cure: 
The virgin bears the infant 
    With virgin honor pure! Refrain 

 

ref Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 
“To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth!” 

 

2 The Word becomes incarnate 
    And yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems 
    To shepherds from the sky. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
 

READING ISAIAH 9:2–5 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shone. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
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 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 

HYMN:  “THE PEOPLE THAT IN DARKNESS SAT” LSB 412 STS. 1–2 

1 The people that in darkness sat 
    A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
    In shades of death have been, 
    In shades of death have been. 

 

2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
    The gath’ring nations come; 
They joy as when the reapers bear 
    Their harvest treasures home, 
    Their harvest treasures home. 

Text: Public domain 
 

READING ISAIAH 9:6–7 

6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
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 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

HYMN: “THE PEOPLE THAT IN DARKNESS SAT” LSB 412 STS. 3–5 

3 To us a Child of hope is born, 
    To us a Son is giv’n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
    All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 
    All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 

 

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
    The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor, 
    The God by all adored, 
    The God by all adored. 

 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 
    Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
    His reign shall have no end, 
    His reign shall have no end. 

Text: Public domain 
 

READING ISAIAH 11:1–5 

The Righteous Reign of the Branch 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
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 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

 

HYMN: “LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING” LSB 359 STS. 1, 4 

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 
    From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming 
    As prophets long have sung, 
It came, a flow’ret bright, 
    Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 

4 O Savior, child of Mary, 
    Who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, King of glory, 
    Who dost our weakness know: 
Bring us at length we pray 
    To the bright courts of heaven, 
And to the endless day. 
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Text: Public domain 
 

READING LUKE 1:26–38 

Birth of Jesus Foretold 

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
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HYMN: “SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME” LSB 332 STS. 1–3 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 
Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004547 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

 

READING MATTHEW 1:18–25 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
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Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 
25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 
called his name Jesus. 

 

HYMN: “OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN” LSB 384 

1 Of the Father’s love begotten 
    Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
    He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
    And that future years shall see 
        Evermore and evermore. 

 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, 
    When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
    Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
    First revealed His sacred face 
        Evermore and evermore. 

 

3 This is He whom seers in old time 
    Chanted of with one accord, 
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Whom the voices of the prophets 
    Promised in their faithful word. 
Now He shines, the long-expected; 
    Let creation praise its Lord 
        Evermore and evermore. 

 

4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 
    Angel hosts, His praises sing. 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him 
    And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
    Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
        Evermore and evermore. 

 

 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
    And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
    And unending praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
    And eternal victory 
        Evermore and evermore. Amen. 

Text: Public domain 
 

FINAL READING RESPONSE LSB 247 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old 
by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

SERMON REV. WILLIAM J. SHUPE, PASTOR 
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T CANTICLE T 

 
Stand 

MAGNIFICAT: “MY SOUL REJOICES” LSB 933 ST. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004547 
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Sit 

OFFERING 

HYMN: “AWAY IN A MANGER” LSB 364 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

Text: Public domain 
 

T PRAYER T 

 
Stand 

LITANY LSB 249 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all 
pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 
the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, 
for the government and those who protect us, that they 
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and 
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in 
this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all 
the people here present who await from the Lord great and 
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 
need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

The prayers then continue: 

 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with 
Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

 

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 
Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold 
to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

T CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE T 

 
Stand 

 
As the music is played, the Pastor will draw his candlelight from the Christ Candle. He will then light the candles of each of the ushers 
which in turn will light those of the first persons in each row of pews. To avoid wax dripping, please hold the lit candle upright. After 

all candles are lit, the Christmas proclamation will be made. Then we will sing “Silent Night” together. 
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CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world; 

C The light no darkness can overcome. 
 

P The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.                                              

C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it. 

 

P On those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light 
has dawned. 

C We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father. 

 

P For to us, a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

 

HYMN: “SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT” LSB 363 STS. 1–3 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
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3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Public domain 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 252 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 252 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN TO DEPART:  “JOY TO THE WORLD” LSB 387 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
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2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Public domain 
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