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The Nativity of Our Lord 

December 24, 2020 

COMPLINE 

PRAYER AT THE END OF THE DAY 

The congregation assembles in silence. 

 
Stand 

 

OPENING VERSICLES LSB 253 

P The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the 
last. 

C Amen. 

 

P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

 

P to herald Your love in the morning, 

C Your truth at the close of the day. 

 

T CONFESSION T 

 

EXHORTATION LSB 254 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

 
Silence for self-examination. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 255 

P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own 
fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
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Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 
bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. Amen. 

 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own 
fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 
bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

PSALM PSALM 96 

Worship in the Splendor of Holiness 

1Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 
 sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
 tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3Declare his glory among the nations, 
 his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
4For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
 he is to be feared above all gods. 
5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
 but the LORD made the heavens. 
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6Splendor and majesty are before him; 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
9Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
 tremble before him, all the earth! 

10Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 
 Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 12let the field exult, and everything in it! 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
 13before the LORD, for he comes, 
 for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness, 
 and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

 
Sit 

OFFICE HYMN: “FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME” LSB 358 STS. 1–5 

1 “From heav’n above to earth I come 
To bear good news to ev’ry home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing: 
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2 “To you this night is born a child 
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This little child of lowly birth 
Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 

3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, 
Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 
He will Himself your Savior be 
From all your sins to set you free. 

 

4 “He will on you the gifts bestow 
Prepared by God for all below, 
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 
You may with us His glory share. 

 

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 
The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 
There you will find the infant laid 
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

Text: Public domain 

 

T READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE T 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 9:2–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 



 

6 | P a g e   T The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Silence for reflection. 

 

EPISTLE TITUS 2:11–14 

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
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passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 
the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works. 

 
Silence for reflection. 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 2:1-7 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her 
to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
Silence for reflection. 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 2:8–14 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
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them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be 
a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” 

 
Silence for reflection 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 2:15-20 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 

 
Silence for reflection 
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RESPONSORY LSB 255 

 

 

 

 
 

HYMN:  “ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT ALL CHRISTIANS SING” LSB 377 

1 On Christmas night all Christians sing 
To hear the news the angels bring, 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
To hear the news the angels bring, 
    News of great joy, news of great mirth, 
    News of our merciful King’s birth. 

 

2 Then why should men on earth be so sad, 
Since our Redeemer made us glad, 
Then why should men on earth be so sad, 
Since our Redeemer made us glad, 
    When from our sin He set us free, 
    All for to gain our liberty? 
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3 When sin departs before His grace, 
Then life and health come in its place, 
When sin departs before His grace, 
Then life and health come in its place; 
    Angels and men with joy may sing, 
    All for to see the newborn King. 

 

4 All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night, 
All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night: 
    “Glory to God and peace to men 
    Now and forevermore. Amen.” 

Text: Public domain 
 

T PRAYER T 

 
Stand 

VERSICLES LSB 256 

P Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

C listen to my cry. 
P Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 

C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 

 

P In righteousness I shall see You; 

C when I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 

 

P Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours 
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and 
chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
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C Amen. 

 

P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of 
the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that 
as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 
sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the 
love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 257 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold 
to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

T LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES T 

 
Stand 

 
As the music is played, the Pastor will draw his candlelight from the Christ Candle. He will then light the candles of each of the ushers 

which in turn will light those of the first persons in each row of pews. To avoid wax dripping, please hold the lit candle upright. After 
all candles are lit, the Christmas proclamation will be made. Then we will sing “Silent Night” together. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world; 

C The light no darkness can overcome. 
P The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.                                              

C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it. 

 

P On those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light 
has dawned. 

C We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father. 

 

P For to us, a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS: “SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT” LSB 363 STS. 1–3 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
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    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Public domain 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 259 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN TO DEPART:  “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR” LSB 366 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
    That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
    To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
    To hear the angels sing. 

 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
    With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav’nly music floats 
    O’er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
    They bend on hov’ring wing, 
And ever o’er its babel sounds 
    The blessèd angels sing. 

 

3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 
    By care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way 
    With painful steps and slow: 
Look up, for golden is the hour, 
    Come swiftly on the wing, 
The Prince was born to bring you peace; 
    Of Him the angels sing. 
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4 For lo, the days have come to pass 
    By prophets seen of old, 
When down into the circling years 
    Came Christ as was foretold. 
His word of peace shall to the earth 
    God’s ancient promise bring, 
And all who take this gift will hear 
    The song the angels sing. 

Text: Public domain 
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SERMON NOTES 


