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Welcome back to Nurturing Your Faith: Forgiveness. In this session, The Conditions of 
Forgiveness, we’ll look at the profound connection between our sin and God’s forgiveness. To do 
this, we’ll note how King David dealt with his own sin; what Jesus had to say about forgiveness 
and forgiving; and how God’s rich mercy and forgiveness transformed the lives of Peter and Paul.

We’ll conclude our study with the reminder that God’s forgiveness is free and available to all. As 
Jesus believers, we are reborn in the image of Christ. As His people, we are to mirror the life of 
Christ, loving Him by showing forgiveness and compassion to others (see Ephesians 4:32).

Watch video introduction with Rev. Dr. Chad Lakies, LHM's regional director of North 
America, at lhm.org/studies.

N E E D I N G  F O RG I V E N E S S

From the very beginning, God’s people were in need of forgiveness. From mankind’s fall in the 
Garden of Eden (see Genesis 3) to the children of Israel’s long and wavering history of apostasy 
and oppression, idolatry and empty worship (see Jeremiah 2; Isaiah 31:6; Amos 2:4-16), there 
were centuries of sin and guilt to atone for. By the time King David took the helm, this people 
who were set apart by divine covenant (see Genesis 15:18-21; 26:3, 28:13) and governed by 
ordinances, rituals, and sacrifices had long been steeped in sin. 

King David was no exception. His lust drove him to sleep with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, and 
then when she was found to be pregnant, he orchestrated Uriah’s death (see 2 Samuel 11). This 
was a nasty affair, and David took great pains to get beyond it. But David’s conviction of his sin 
per Nathan’s deft parable (see 2 Samuel 12) deeply affected the king. In Psalm 51 we find David 
asking God’s mercy, longing to be forgiven and restored. 

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. … Purge me with hyssop, and 
I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. … Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:1-3, 7, 10).

Confessing his sins to God, David desired a life purged clean of sin and washed whiter than 
snow. He longed for what only Jesus would give. May we long for a similar cleansing in our lives.
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The forgiveness David sought was won for us all through Christ’s atoning work on the cross. 
In Jesus, Israel’s ancient hope was realized. Salvation has come. Forgiveness—complete and 
eternal—is now possible for each of us as the One promised long ago (see Isaiah 53:4-6) paid for 
our sins, as no other sacrifice would suffice (see Hebrews 10:1-10). 

Jesus, quite naturally, had a lot to say about forgiveness. It was central to who He was, why He 
came, and what it was He was to accomplish on our behalf: our forgiveness before a righteous 
and holy God. When He spoke to His disciples (see Mark 11:25), to the religious authorities (see 
Matthew 9:1-8), to the crowds that followed Him (see Matthew 6:14-15),  or to individuals (see 
Luke 7:48), the forgiveness of sins was not far from His train of thought.
 

U N D E R S TA N D I N G  F O RG I V E N E S S

What was the reason for all the ritual and sacrifice in the Old Testament? How did God deal 
with sin before the Messiah was born?

How do you think David understood God’s 
forgiveness in a new way, following His 
sin with Bathsheba?

What role did Jesus have in the Old 
Testament as part of God’s plan for our 
forgiveness?
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It was with Peter that Jesus had the classic exchange on how many times forgiveness should 
be offered. “Then Peter came up and said to Him, ‘Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you seven 
times, but seventy-seven times’” (Matthew 18:21-22). Peter knew the paralytic story in Matthew 9. 
He knew that the way Jesus handled that encounter took forgiveness to a whole new level. But 
Peter wanted to know what that meant for him; he wanted to know if following Jesus required 
him to forgive unconditionally.

Have you ever wondered the same?

Does God really expect us to forgive others the way Jesus tells Peter to forgive? How is that 
even possible? 

Can you give some examples of how 
Jesus modeled forgiveness to others by 
His words? His actions?
 

When Jesus said, “It is finished!” on 
the cross, what did that mean for our 
forgiveness?
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Extending forgiveness to others must have been a challenging exercise of faith for Jesus’ 
followers. Not only were the hierarchy and henchmen of the Jewish religious establishment out 
to squelch the fledgling body of believers, the governing Roman authority would have been glad 
to see them disappear as well. With Jesus now gone, it was time to get back to business as usual. 
Two personal Jesus encounters, however, empowered the early church with vibrant lessons 
about God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy. 

Both Peter and Paul were major recipients of God’s grace and forgiveness. From Peter’s tragic 
three-fold denial of Jesus on the night He was betrayed (see Luke 22:33-34, 54-62) to the Lord’s 
triple-question restoration of the apostle by the Sea of Galilee after His resurrection (see John 
21:15-17), Peter knew first-hand the power and depth of God’s undeserved forgiveness. It was 
this same love he would later proclaim in Jerusalem (see Acts 2:14-42) and with eloquence and 
conviction (see 1 Peter 4:8; 2 Peter 1:4-8) put forth in his letters. 
  
For Paul, virulent tormentor of the early church, he knew mercy of a different sort. His 
pardon didn’t absolve a teetering faith like Peter’s—one not yet ready to suffer the scourge of 
persecution. Rather, Paul was the persecutor, hunting down believers and binding them for a fate 
unknown (see Acts 9:1-2). That is, until Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-
22), uprooting him from a life of oppression into a life of dedication and devotion.

R E C E I V I N G  F O RG I V E N E S S

How do you think the forgiveness Peter and Paul received impacted their later ministries? 
How might their forgiveness of certain things have helped them in reaching others with 
similar failings (weak faith, belligerence toward Jesus)?

Are there to be conditions on the forgiveness we extend others? How is forgiveness 
supposed to be unconditional in our lives?
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Is there anyone in your life you have forgiven with an unconditional forgiveness? Is there 
anyone who has forgiven you that way?

In a word, God’s love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ are unconditional. We bring nothing 
to the table that necessitates or requires God to either love us or forgive us. Like the grace that 
is ours in Christ Jesus, the Father’s pardon is unmerited and available to all. “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

To our question, “What are we to do?” to obtain this forgiveness, we hear Peter’s reply: “Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38b). This is where we find the forgiveness 
of our sins and become the new creation God intends us to be.

And likewise Paul tells us in Romans 6:3-4, “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him 
by Baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

Now if our aim is to be like Jesus (see Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:4), literally to be like “little 
Christs” (see Acts 11:26), then we too are to love and forgive unconditionally. To say the least, this 
is a tall order, and one that generations of believers have tried to be true to.

As Martin Luther wrote: “For the love among Christians should be the same kind of love as that 
of every member of the body for every other one, as St. Paul often says, each one accepting the 
faults of the other, sympathizing with them, bearing and removing them, and doing everything 
possible to help him. Hence the doctrine of the forgiveness of sins is the most important of all, 
both for us personally and for our relations with others. As Christ continually bears with us in 
His kingdom and forgives us all sorts of faults, so we should bear and forgive one another in 
every situation and in every way” (What Luther Says, 523.)

P R AY

Heavenly Father, without Your forgiveness we would all be lost. Help us live our lives as Jesus 
did—loving others, sharing the Good News with them, and forgiving without conditions. In Jesus’ 
Name we pray. Amen.


