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Dearly beloved of Redeemer! 

 Where can I start?  There are so many things going on in 

small and great ways both in the individual lives of our people an 

in the corporate life of our congregation.  Usually, I seek to write 

somewhat devotionally.  However, the limited space commitments of 

the newsletter require a little different approach. 

 First of all, when we think of February, we often think of Val-

entines’ Day.  I’ve been told it is a day for men to acknowledge their 

love to the ladies in their lives.  Being a man, however, I want a lit-

tle of that affirmation, too.  Valentines’ Day has descended to fad-

ing sentimentality.  We need more. 

 Secondly, a specially called Voters’ Meeting will take place at 

the beginning of the Sunday School hour on Sunday, February 10.  

The purpose of the meeting is to call a graduate from the seminary 

to the position of Associate Pastor here at Redeemer.  The position 

profile is available on the credenza just outside the office or through 

the church office.  Please call Tom Bucher, President, if you have 

questions. 

 Thirdly, February, this year, marks the beginning of Lent 

with Ash Wednesday, February 13.  “No greater love” is expressed 

than that which is given to us be our Lord Jesus.  We did not give 

first.  He did.  That’s the fact and the confession of our faith.  So we 

begin our Lent journey with Ash Wednesday wherein we are remind-

ed of our dire need for a Savior.  A fellowship meal will precede each 

Wednesday Lent worship through Lent for your convenience, joy, and 

fellowship.  Please note the theme later in this newsletter. 

 Thirdly, we join in celebration of the Commissioning and In-

stallation of  our  duly Called Deaconess Karla Carter in one com-

bined service 1t 10:5 A.M.,  February 24.  Please mark your calendars 

accordingly as this is an exception to our regular schedule of ser-

vices.  Sunday School will meet according to it’s regular schedule at 

9:30 A.M.  A luncheon will follow in celebration of the day.  May God 

be praised for what He is doing in our midst and through our con-

gregation.! 

     In His presence, 

     

 

              Mark Carter, Pastor 
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Sometime around the year 762 BC, Amos, a herdsman from the small Judean town of Tekoa, heard the voice of 

God and compared it to hearing the roaring of a lion, a roaring that causes pastures to mourn and forests to wither 

(Amos 1:2). That is some kind of roar! The prophet then personally encounters the LORD as a Lion (3:12), and this pro-

pels him to confront Israel’s movers and shakers who were deaf to God’s call of justice and righteousness (5:24; 7:1–17).  
 

What set off this divine roaring that sent Amos into the fray? People were busy with religion, but they were not 

heartbroken over what was happening to the little people on the fringes of society (e.g., 6:1–7). Samaria, Israel’s capital, 

was a place of affluence and power that was indifferent to the poor. So the LORD roared, and Amos preached. 
 

There are biblical images of God as a caring Shepherd (e.g., Psalm 23) and a mighty redeemer (e.g., Job 19:25). But we 

dare not let these images remove the claws and teeth of the Lion who roars from Zion. Throughout the Book of 

Amos, the Lion sends fires and earthquakes, locusts and droughts, famines, diseases, and an army bent on the com-

plete annihilation of Israel. His wrath and anger are real. Amos declares that Israel’s most sacred institutions—its 

temple and systems of worship, priesthood, covenant, land entitlement, election tradition, and kingship—will not 

avert disaster. Long-standing institutions associated with God’s blessings, cherished belief systems, and a social 

structure that appeared invincible will come to a cataclysmic end (Amos 8:1–3). The prophet insists that the kings, 

priests, and leaders are engaging in an enormous deception, a huge lie.  
  

 The message of this Lent series is singular—Restore the Roar! 
 

This Lent, we will listen to the Lion as He rumbles in His jungle, pointing out our complacency, duplicity, and 

sin. But, and thank God for this, the ferocious Lion is also the bleeding Lamb. Our Lord’s mighty power is made 

most perfect in the weakness of the cross (2 Corinthians 12:9). And gathering under the cross, we will all the more be amazed 

when the roaring Lion defeats His greatest enemies, the devil, hell, and the power of death. Then with resurrection 

joy we will say of Jesus, “The Lion of the tribe of Judah, He has triumphed” (Revelation 5:5).   

On Easter, the roar of God’s saving love is restored forevermore! 
 

February 13 7:00 P.M. Ash Wednesday Amos 1:1–2 “Rescued from the Rubble” 

February 20 7:00 P.M. Midweek Lent 1 Amos 3:1–8 “Upside Down” 

February 27 7:00 P.M. Midweek Lent 2 Amos 5:18 “This Is the Night the LORD Has Made” 
 

A fellowship dinner for everyone is provided at 6:00 P.M.  

before each service for your joy and convenience. 
 

Special devotionals are also available related specifically to this series.  You may pick one up free of 

charge on the credenza just outside the church office. 
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Dear Fellow Members: 

We’ve scheduled a Voter’s meeting for Sunday morning February 10th to vote on the call commit-

tee’s recommendation to call a new associate pastor from the seminary.   I hope you will make it a 

priority to attend.  I also want to thank members of the committee for working diligently through the 

process. Members are:  Daryl Doughty, Bill Van Wey, Vernon Newby, Randy Bluhm, Cara Brooks, 

Nathan Mann, Anthony Peters, Jim Polley, Terri Rau, Ann Runnels, Stephanie Skurcenski, Chris 

Wells , Bob Wyckoff, Pastor Carter (ex-offficio) and Vicar Heckmann (advisor).   
  

The new associate pastor is being called to focus in the area of children, youth and young families. 
 

We will also be submitting an application for another Vicar for next year.  The idea being, if we are not assigned a graduate 

as our associate pastor, we will get another vicar.   Pastor Henke, President of the Oklahoma District, will help us work 

through this to hopefully ensure that if we don’t get one, we will get the other.  We will not be getting both, associate pas-

tor and a vicar, for the next year. 
 

 We are also expecting Karla Carter to be Commissioned a little later in the month of February.  We’re looking forward to 

getting Karla in place and expecting great things from her and the mercy ministry she will bring to our congregation. 
 

These are exciting and busy times for us, thanks be to God. 
 

And please remember, we at Redeemer Lutheran Church are dedicated to: 

Reaching Lives for Christ by, 

 Gathering for worship and fellowship in Christ 

Growing through God’s Word and Sacrament 

Giving joyfully in service to God and His People 

Going as a witness that Jesus is Lord and Savior 
 

Reaching Lives for Christ, 

Tom Bucher 

From the desk of Vicar... 
In 1925, a polish nun claimed to have had a number of visions and  

conversations with Jesus. In her visions, she says that Jesus appeared to her as 

the “King of Divine Mercy.” She was so struck by these visions that she later 

commissioned a painter to paint how Jesus appeared to her. This painting later 

became known as “Divine Mercy” and was venerated by the Roman Catholic 

Church.  
 

In the painting Jesus is clothed in a white robe with one hand raised and the  

other hand on His chest. From His chest flows two rays of light: one red and one 

white. The red ray is symbolic of Jesus’ blood and the white ray symbolic of  

water. At the bottom of the painting is the phrase, “Jesus I trust in You!” 
 

This painting and the two rays of light are reminiscent of Jesus’ crucifixion. St. 

John writes that, “one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once 

there came out blood and water.” (John 19:34) In that moment, from Jesus’ 

side flowed both sacraments of the Church: Jesus blood of the new covenant in 

Holy Communion and the cleansing waters of Holy Baptism. 
 

For unbelievers Jesus’ death is seen as a moment of defeat and disgrace, not  

glory. But hidden beneath Jesus’ suffering and death, there stands the work of redemption. The work of God  

bringing His fallen creation back to Himself. The work of God redeeming His creation through the Means of Grace, 

Word and Sacrament, and ultimately through His Son. Through His Son who instituted the Sacraments and from 

whom they flow. Through His Son in whom there is no entrance into the life which is the true life. Jesus I trust in 

You! 
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ALTAR FLOWERS – 2013 – NEW GUIDELINES 
 

                   Individuals who elect to provide flowers for the altar during the year are always appreciated.  It seems a            

       good idea to review all the choices you have when you offer to provide altar flowers: After signing up on the 

chart (located on THE bulletin board to the left of the office in the narthex), you will be called by the altar flower volunteer 

during the month prior to your flowers being ordered.  At that time, you need to specify the following: 

1. The occasion for which the flowers are being provided 

2.   The type of flowers you prefer 

3. Which vase you want to use (now that we have two vase choices, please be aware that the flowers will be somewhat  

       more expensive when you choose the new, larger vase). 

4. Whether or not you want the flowers ordered by our volunteer; you always have the option of going to the florist of 

       your choice to order the flowers directly.  If you would like to take care of the flowers yourself, they need to be at the   

       church by noon on Friday. 

5. You will be billed directly by the florist, as in years past, OR you may pay the florist of your choosing directly when  

       you handle ordering and delivering the flowers personally. 

6. Please be sure ALWAYS to return any liners used to protect our vases.  They must  be purchased by us from the  

       manufacturer and our older vases are no longer being made. 

We request that no more than one person sign up for any given Sunday.  Any questions you might have can be directed 

to Jackie Malone (918-335-2004), Flower Committee chairman. 
 

A number of dates are still open yet in this month and those upcoming.  Consider donating a cut (no artificial please)  

arrangement on a given Sunday in honor of a special event, in memory of a loved one, or simply to the glory of God. 

ON THE ISSUE OF THE POWER OF LIFE AND DEATH IN OUR SPEECH 
 

Chad Bird, a friend and mentor, gave permission to reprint a piece of prose he wrote concerning how we use the words of 

our mouths, our tongues, and the power they have for good or for evil.  It’s easy to talk, except to the one we may be talk-

ing about.  It’s easy to criticize, except to go first to the person as Jesus directs us in Matthew 18.  The Scripture refer-

ences that follow the poem are opportunities for further reflection on your part.---Pastor C. 
 

Speaking of Tongues 
By Chad Bird 

I am a serpent, coiled between your teeth, 

A blade forged in hell, pulled free from its sheath, 

A friend of the fire, a fanner of flame, 

A beast that no man, is able to tame. 

Who am I? 

I am a healer, the linguist of life, 

The organ whose keys, hymn peace amidst strife. 

I can mute evil, make angels rejoice. 

I've learned to be still, when heaven gives voice. 

Who am I? 

A treasure of light or Pandora's box? 

A life-giving balm or death-dealing pox? 

Who am I? 

I am what you choose me to be. 
--------- 

5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 
6And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, set-

ting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, 

can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 

poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From 

the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. (James 3:5–10) 
8But what does it 

say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if 

you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved.   (Romans 10:8–9) 
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The youth are now back from their 

weekend retreat, Journey in  

January, at Camp Lutherhoma. 

This year’s theme was, “The  

Influential Journey.” Throughout 

the weekend, the youth focused 

on individual influences in their 

lives. Influences that could either 

be good or bad. The theme was  

reinforced through various  

speakers, games, and activities. 

The youth greatly enjoyed their  

weekend and look forward to the 

next time they can go back.  

Journey in January 

Shout-outs 
Congratulations to  

Monica Colpitt who has 

been recently crowned 

the Redeemer Lutheran 

Church “smoothie 

king.” The winning 

smoothie was a  

delicious concoction of 

strawberries, bananas, 

and orange juice. 

 

February 2013 R e d e e m e r  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

Youth Corner 
Dates of  

Importance 

 Youth Bible Study - 
every Sunday  
morning at 9:30 am 

 MIDWEEK - Every  
Wednesday night at 
5:45 pm 

 Lock-in - February 
1st  

 Super Bowl Party - 
February 3rd 

 Fruitful in February 
- Camp Lutherhoma - 
February 8th - 10th  

Be sure to check out our Youth Group page on Facebook and our 

Twitter account @RLCBVLYouth 

Fruitful in February 
Fruitful in February is a retreat at Camp Lutherhoma for any youth ages 

13-18 years old. The retreat is February 8th-10th. The weekend is full of 

Christian growth, fellowship, fun, good food, and lots of activities. This 

retreat includes small group Bible studies, fun activities, and a full day 

of challenge course activities. If your child is interested please let Vicar 

Michael know as soon as possible. 

New Artwork in the Youth Room 
Over the last couple weeks during Midweek, the youth have 

been working on a new piece of artwork for the youth room. 

Each member of the youth group received one tile to person-

alize. Many painted their name and added other drawings 

and designs of things that they enjoy. All of the tiles were 

then laid out in the youth room. The plan is that whenever a 

member of the youth group graduates they will be able to 

take their tile with them. Likewise, when the new confirm-

ands enter the youth group, they will each make their own 

tile to add to the collection.  
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 Martha Circle will meet on Tuesday, 

       February 19 at 9:30 a.m. at the 

       Home of Wilma Buckner  

 Rachel Circle will meet on Thursday, February 
21 at 9:30 a.m. at the church and Linda Allen will 

be the hostess. 
 Esther Circle will meet on Thursday, February 21 at 7:00 p.m.  

At the home of Darlene Houk 3512 

        Oakdale Dr. 

We welcome all who are interested to come and attend a 

circle meeting, one or all three of them. They all have a 

Bible study, refreshments and lots of great fellowship. If 

you are interested, feel free to call me, Sara Lambring 

333-9754.                

MISSION STAMPS—LWML is still collect-

ing COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS.   

Cut within 1/4 inch of the stamp and place in 

container on top of  the coat rack by the Educa-

tional building.  

Report from the Treasurer, Terri Rau 
 

Below are our Operating Fund (Budget) results for the year ended December 

31, 2012.  The cumulative cash available in the Operating Fund was 

$204,133 which includes $70,000 borrowed from the Building Fund.  Total 

cash, including Mothers Day Out and restricted funds, was $300,392.   

 

For the year ended December 31, 2012 and the entire years of 2011 / 2010, 

average monthly receipts were $42,915 / $40,940 / $40,161, and average 

monthly operating expenditures were $47,858 / $35,334 / $48,621.  2012 

expenses include $122,700 spent on the concrete and drainage work and 

window replacement.  Our 2012 Budget of $501,800 is about $41,817 per 

month. 

In  God’s Service,   

Terri 

Financial Summary Month Year Ended Dec. 31 

  Dec 2012 Dec 2011 2012 2011 

Budget Receipts 75,824 55,551 514,982 491,287 

Budget Expenditures 54,943 48,873 574,298 424,010 

Budget Surplus 20,881 6,678 (59,316) 67,277 

  Bless your heart by exercising with us at “Just doing it” on Thursday nights in the Fellowship Hall 7pm-

8pm.  If you can walk you can exercise with us!  Wear comfortable clothes, walking shoes, a water bottle, 

towel, and light hand weights.  It’s good for your heart and your attitude.  We laugh a lot!  Come and join us! 

Commission 

and Installation  of  

Deaconess  

Karla Carter 
 

On Sunday, February  24  , 2013,  

we join in one combined service  at 

10:45 A.M.  

for the Commission and Installation 

of   

Karla Carter as 

Deaconess for Redeemer  

Lutheran Church. 
 

A fellowship luncheon will follow 

the service in honor of the celebration. 
 

   is looking for  

new members and new ideas!   

WOW is a group formed “to bring in-

tergenerational social opportunities to 

the family of Redeemer Lutheran 

Church”.  WOW has worked on the 

YMCA event, the Easter egg hunt, Moth-

er’s and Father’s Day, Frontier Pool, the 

Sooner JR mini golf and the Christmas 

party.  WOW is a working group and 

would welcome your new thoughts and 

energy!  Our next WOW meeting will be 

Monday, February 11 at 8:30 AM at Re-

deemer Lutheran Church.  We hope you 

give us a try and share your WOW! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
                        

1 
 

2    

 
 

3  
8:15 a.m.  

Traditional  Service 

Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

            Service  
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9:15-2:45 MDO  

11:30 a.m  Red Hat  

           Purple Cir-

cle 

7:00 pm  Couples’  

          Small Group        

         Bible Study at  

       Terry and Dana  

         Roby’s Home 

 5 
7:15 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study  

Phillips Cafeteria 
 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m. 

Adult Fellowship  

Bible Study 
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9:15-2:45 MDO  

5 P.M.  Bell Choir  

5:45 p.m. 

Midweek & 

Youth  
Confirmation 

 

7:30 p.m.  
Awakening Cho-

rus Rehearsal 
 

7 
8:00 a.m. Braille 
 

9:00 a.m.  Ladies’  

Care Group at Home 

of Tammy Beier 

 

7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
 

6:00 pm  Lutheran  

Dining Club 

Phillip 66 Grille 

S. Johnstone 

8 9 
 

10 
8:15 a.m.  

Traditional  Service  
9:30 a.m..  

Special Voter’s Call 

Mtg. 

Sunday School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

            Service  

Holy Communion 

11 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

7:00 p.m.  

Boy Scouts  

 

 

12 
7:15 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study  

Phillips Cafeteria 
 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m. 

Adult Fellowship  

Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Church  

Council 

13 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

5 P.M.  Bell Choir 

6 pm  Fellowship  

            Dinner  

7:00   pm   

          Ash  
    Wednesday  
     Worship 
 

8:15 pm  Awak- 

14 
8:00 a.m. Braille 
7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 

  

17 
8:15 a.m.  

Traditional  Service 

Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

            Service  

18 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

7:00 p.m.  

Boy Scouts  

7:00 7:00 p.m.   

Couples’ Small 

Group Bible Study 

at Terry and Dana 

Roby’s Home 

19 
7:15 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study  

Phillips Cafeteria 
 

9:15-2:45 MDO 

12:00 p.m. 

Adult Fellowship 

Potluck 

6:30 p.m  

Heirloom Sewing 

7:00 p.m. Ladies   

20 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

5 P.M.  Bell Choir  

6:00 Lenten 
Dinner 

7:00 pm  Lent  
        Worship  

Service 
 

8:15 p.m.  
Awakening Chorus 

Rehearsal 

21 
9:00 a.m.  Ladies’  

Care Group at Home 

of Tammy Beier 

9:30 a.m. Rachel  

Circle 
 

7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
  

7:00 p.m. Esther  

Circle 

22 

 

23 

   

 

 

 

 

24 
9:30 am  Sun. School 

10:45 am  ONE  
COMBINED  WORSHIP 

SERVICE  
Deaconess  

installation 
 

Luncheon to follow 

25 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

7:00 p.m.  

Boy Scouts  

 

 

26 
7:15 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study  

Phillips Cafeteria 
 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m.   

Adult Fellowship 

27 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

5 P.M.  Bell Choir  

6:00 pm  Lenten  
          Dinner 

7:00 pm  Lent  
        Worship  

Service 
 

28 
9:30 a.m. Mission  

Project 
7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class  

 
 

7:00 p.m. Elder’s  

Meeting 

  

       2013 

7:00 p.m.-7:00  

a.m.  

  Youth Lock-In 
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 birthdays  2013                                  

2-1 Leroy Wilkinson 

    2 Paula Steeper 

    3 Jaxon Mann 

    5 Karla Winger 

  10 Rebecca Kahre 

  11 Helen Gorrell 

  11 Dustin Ward 

  13 Larry Heideman 

  14 Duke Vigesaa 

  18 Gage Beck 

18 Bill Sattich 

19 David Smith 

20 Werner Stolp 

21 Shane Lindstrom 

21 Peggy Richers 

22 Sandi Hauge 

22 Brenda Herren 

22 Phoebe Runnels 

23 Joyce Hayes 

23 William VanWey 

24 Linda Scott 

25 Dalene Colpitt 

25 Marian Griffin 

26 Jared Clarke 

26 Justin Dowell 

26 Tori Polley 

28 Melanie boucher 

       

2-8 Ivan & Karla Winger 

   9 Wilmer & Lorene Wagner 

 10 Duane & Twila Bersche 

15 Lonnie & Shanna Fugett 

23 Lloyd & Sue Waller 

  

Red Hat  

Purple  

Circle  

   Will meet          

Wednesday,  February 4 

11:30a.m. 

Montana’s Mike 

3825 SE Adams Rd 

 

      ADULT  
 FELLOWSHIP 

 

 February 19 

          12:00 p.m. 

Mark your calendar; stir up 

your special covered dish or 

dessert; come, enjoy good food 

and fellowship. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

3700 SE Woodland Rd  

Bartlesville, OK 74006 

Anniversaries 2013 

 


