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From the Pastor’s desk
April 2013
Beloved of Redeemer Lutheran Church!
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
These are profound words that shape history and shape our
personal lives. They make a difference. And while it is a testified
reality in history and will prove to be so, it is faith that claims He
rose for “you” and for “me.”
Such faith is not always easy to grasp when we find ourselves
in the midst of struggle, grief, or any kind of sorrow the world and
the devil may throw our way. Sometimes, it may seem as though He
rose for everyone else but “me”. Sometimes, it may seem that His resurrection is merely an excuse for a holiday of sorts. When Easter
Sunday is one of the most attended Sundays of the year but is followed by one of the poorest attendance Sundays of the year, what
does that say? Is it just a holiday? Is it simply a day for those whose
lives are “all together”?
Thanks be to God that there is more to this Easter season
than that! These days of Easter in which we meditate on the actual
flesh and blood appearances of Christ are a testament of hope for
those of us who struggle with faith, with hope, and with disillusionment. Jesus sought out Peter who had denied him openly and vehemently. Jesus condescended to Thomas’ doubt as he had the disciple place his hands in the flesh and blood of His wounds.
The crucified and resurrected Jesus seeks you and me, too. I
need to know that . When life seems but a cross of disappointment,
we have hope that does not disappoint (as the scriptures say). When
our bodies fail, we look to the resurrection. When the church lets us
down, we have Jesus’ blessing on that same flawed body of believers
which reminds us of His presence in weakness.
I am desperate for Jesus. And whether you know it or not,
you are, too. Sometimes our expectations of Jesus and how he works
is a disappointment to us. Be not discouraged, beloved. God is at
work. Though for awhile, we may find ourselves enduring in longsuffering, practice that which He spoke to His disciples upon His first
appearance in the locked room of the disciples’ fear. “Peace be with
you,” He said. Also, He commended them as that little church with
the power of forgiveness.
I want to live in that kind of power, even if it shows itself only
in weakness. Therein is freedom, healing, hope and the practice of
the Gift of God in Christ.
To you, beloved, a blessed Easter season!

† † † NEWS RELEASE † † †
NEW PROFESSIONAL POSITION ADDED
AT
REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
A new professional ministry department of diaconal ministries was added to Redeemer Lutheran Church, Bartlesville, with the Commission and Installation of Karla
Carter as Deaconess on Sunday, February 24, 2013.
Deaconess Karla Carter completed a Master's Degree in Marriage and Family Therapy, Butler University, Indianapolis, IN, Clinical Pastoral Education, Hillcrest Hospital, Tulsa, OK, and a Master's Degree in Deaconess Studies at Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne, Indiana. She has been duly Called to serve as a Deaconess at
Redeemer Lutheran Church.
The title of Deaconess comes from the Greek word diakonos, meaning “servant”. A deaconess of The Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod is “a woman trained, called and commissioned by the church to provide diaconal care with special emphasis in works of mercy, spiritual care, and teaching the Christian Faith” in conjunction with the office of the pastor. These acts of mercy reach out to those within the congregation, the local community and beyond to the mission field
at large.
Deaconess Carter will be involved in leading and coordinating classes on topics of life issues from a Christian perspective, leading care groups, and engaging others in acts of mercy in the name of Jesus. She will assist the pastor in providing personal and spiritual care for those who are ill, their caregivers, and those in special life situations. Deaconess
Carter will additionally participate in teaching the Christian Faith specifically women’s issues, children and youth confirmation classes.
It is the desire of a deaconess “to spread Christ’s love and mercy in both body and soul, offering their hands and hearts
in service to Christ in those suffering and in need.”
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On Sunday, April 14th, we will observe and celebrate
Concordia University System Sunday. On this Sunday we will
celebrate the ministries of the colleges and universities within
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. The Concordia University
System is made up of ten colleges and universities that
prepare individuals to serve as Christian leaders in the church,
the community, and the world through a Lutheran lens.
Going to college is a big decision...choosing the right college
or university will make a difference for a lifetime.
At Lutheran colleges and universities study, faith, and service
are closely intertwined. Faith and spiritual development are
sources of focus and strength, enabling young adults to reach
beyond their own concerns to connect with and serve others.

Beginning on March 25th we will begin a
Bible study using parables from Mayberry
RFD! “Jesus spoke all these things to the
crowd in parables: He did not say anything
to them without using a parable." Matthew
13:34. Come alone, come with a friend,
or come with a group of friends to learn
from some of the classic Mayberry RFD
shows. We will be covering the topics of
SERVICE, PEACE, MERCY, and COMMITMENT! Turn back time and join us at the
home of Terry and Dana Roby, 1447 Valley
Road
at 7pm.

April 22 Andy's English Valet - Lesson: The Secret Service
- Ephesians 6:7
May 6 Class reunion - Lesson: A Peace of the Past - Psalm
85:8
May 20 Dogs, Dogs, Dogs - Lesson: Begging for Mercy Matthew 5:7

The Concordia University System stretches across the country
with colleges and universities in Oregon, California, Nebraska,
Texas, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Alabama, and
New York.

June 3 The Darlings are Coming - Lesson: Crime and Commitment Proverbs 16:3

While the Concordia University System schools prepare young
adults for careers in ministry and the church, they also offer
many others majors for careers outside of the church.

In Search for an Interim

From the desk of
Vicar...
Instructors of driver’s education
courses are constantly
reminding young drivers to
check the rear view mirror. By
looking in the rear view mirror, we are able to look over our
shoulder and see what’s going on behind us.
While the Israelites were crossing the Red Sea they were
constantly looking over their shoulders. Whenever they would
look, they would see Egyptians quickly approaching, but once
all the Israelites had crossed over, there was no need to keep
looking back. Their literal crossing of the Red Sea symbolized
that they had crossed over and left their old life as slaves
behind them.
Just like the Israelites, we no longer need to keep looking over
our shoulders to see if our sins are still following us. We no
longer have to do this because we are confident that, “as far as
the east is from the west, so far does He [God] remove our
transgressions from us.” (Psalm 103:12) Just as the Israelites
crossed through waters of the Red Sea, we have crossed
through the waters of Holy Baptism. Crossing through the
waters of Baptism, means our old life filled with sin and death 3
is left behind, and we need not look back.

Mother’s Day Out Director
Redeemer Lutheran Church’s Mother’s Day Out is in
search for an interim director for the program. This
ministry has been in operation for 24 years and is well
established in community. However, revisioning of the
program is being developed. The position could well
become permanent accordingly. This is a great mission
of our church to young children and their families. If
you are interested, or know someone who is, please
contact John Kahre, MDO Board Chairman at 918-5355228 or leave a message for him at the Church Office.

Exceptional Partner
for
Building the Kingdom
Finding a partner in life can be tough—you need
one that has similar interests, values and goals.
LCEF investments garner a return that helps you
meet your financial goals, while the funds are used
to keep missions, congregations, schools and other
ministries vital, able to reach out and build the kingdom for His glory. LCEF is a financial partner that
is also a church partner.

“On

the Road”

Have you taken a look at the new
church van with special features
and accessibility for our elderly
and handicapped? If not, do so!
Great effort was made by our
Trustee, Ed Durkin, to see that it was “just
the right fit” for our needs.
What a joy it is to see it already at work
bringing those to church who otherwise could
not attend church.
Thank you, Ed Durkin
Thank you, Jeff Witt, driver
Thanks to all the memorials that made
it possible!

GOD BE PRAISED!!!
Camp Lutherhoma
Summer Camp Schedule
2013
Ages
Pre-K + 1 Parent
Ages 6-12

Ages 7-9
Ages 9-12

Ages 13-15

Ages 13-18
Ages 14-18
Ages 16-18
Families

Camp
Mommy/Daddy & Me
Day Camp 1
Day Camp 2
Day Camp 3
Kinetic 1
Kinetic 2
Force 1
Force 2
Force 3
Force 4
Force 5
Force 6
Energy 1
Energy 2
Energy 3
Energy 4
Rock & Ride Adventure
Dynamic
Serve Camp
Work Weekend
Labor Day Family Camp

Date
June 21 - 23
June 24-28
July 8-12
July 15-19
June 23-28
June 30-July 4
June 9-14
June 16-21
June 23-28
June 30-July 4
July 7-12
July 14-19
June 9-14
June 16-21
July 7-12
July 14-19
June 23-28
July 21-26
June 16-21
May 24-27
Aug 30-Sep 2

Dear Fellow Members:
We continue to work through the call
process for an associate pastor. We’ve
received a few names of potential candidates and are quickly trying to work through them as deadlines are tight for this year’s class. If we don’t get an associate pastor from this class, we should be in line to get another
vicar. We will not get both.
By the time you read this our new handicapped accessible van
should be in our possession. We’re excited to get the new van
and believe it will greatly enhance our ability to serve our
members.
We’ve received the resignation of our Mother’s Day Out director effective the latter part of May and over the course of
the next month, we will be evaluating our MDO program as
we look to see what direction God leads us.
And please remember, we at Redeemer Lutheran Church are
dedicated to:
Reaching Lives for Christ by,
Gathering for worship and fellowship in
Christ
Growing through God’s Word and Sacrament
Giving joyfully in service to God and His
People
Going as a witness that Jesus is Lord and
Savior
Reaching Lives for Christ,
Tom Bucher,
President

Thank You
To the ladies and workers who provided a
special day for the children on Easter Sunday through the Easter Egg Hunt!
And thank you, youth and parents, for your
hard work at very early hours (Nancy Newby)
to provide a quality Easter Breakfast.
Thank you, Tammy Beier, for overseeing the
Easter lily gallery for our sanctuary.

It would be too difficult to mention all
your names, but God knows.
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Upcoming Events
Youth Confirmation
May 19, 2013
Recognition of
High School Graduates
May 19, 2013
Re-organization
Of
the Leadership
of our
Christian Education Programming
Make a difference in the Christian
discipleship of our Church!
Call Pastor C in the Churh Office.
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There are a lot of expenses that make a trip to the National Youth Gathering possible. There are registration
fees, travel expenses, hotel room expenses, food costs, and many more smaller expenses. If each child was
responsible for paying their entire amount, not many of the kids would be able to go. This is where everyone
at the church has been a huge blessing.
This year we have seven youth and three counselors going to the National Youth Gathering in San Antonio,
Texas. We planned that it would cost us a grand total of $12,775.00 for the youth to attend. This comes out
to $1,277.50 per person. From the very beginning the plan was to have each attendee pay the gathering
registration fee and then the rest would be covered through our fundraisers. The youth knew that it would be
difficult, but they came ready to work.
Since the beginning of August the youth have participated in a number of fundraisers. There was a Christmas
wreath fundraiser and a cooked meat fundraiser. The youth did yard work for members of the congregation
and provided the dinners before the midweek Advent services. All of the fundraisers were met with positive
feedback and were very successful.
It is our pleasure to announce to the congregation that we have fundraised enough money to send the
seven youth and three adults to the 2013 National Youth Gathering.

$12,775.00

We would like to thank everyone for their support
and prayers as we prepare for the gathering, and we
also ask for your prayers while we are in San Antonio,
praying that the gathering will be an inspiring and
unforgettable experience in the life of our youth.

The youth will continue to help out around the church
and community and be a blessing to everyone they
meet. The youth plan to donate the offerings from the
Easter breakfast to the youth group at Faith
Lutheran Church in Union City, Tennessee. While at
the gathering we will also tithe 10% of all that we
raised to give to the National Youth Gathering
offering.
$0.00
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April 2013

Redeemer Lutheran Church

Youth Corner
Dates of
Importance
 Youth Bible Study every Sunday
morning at 9:30 am
 MIDWEEK - Every
Wednesday night at
5:45 pm
 Young Christians’
Weekend - April 5-7
- Silver Dollar City
 Concordia University
System Sunday April 14

Shout-outs
Thank you very much to
all those who helped
with the Easter
breakfast this year.
Thank you to all those
who helped decorate
and cook on Saturday
afternoon and everyone
who helped serve and
helped with cleanup on
Sunday. All of the food
was very delicious and
the education building
looked so festive.

Band Trip to Ireland
Three kids from our youth group and
two parents from Redeemer were a
part of the Bartlesville High School trip
to Ireland over spring break. Michael
Wilkinson went as a member of the
choir. Austin Peters and Emily Newby
went as members of the orchestra.
Anthony and Sharon Peters went as
chaperones. While there the marching
band marched in the St. Patrick’s Day
parade in Dublin, the orchestra
performed with the Fermoy Concert
Band, and the choir sang at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin. All who
went said that it was an amazing
experience.

National Youth Gathering T-shirts
One of the neat aspects of the National Youth Gathering is that
each district and youth group have their own personalized and
themed t-shirts. The Oklahoma District gathering t-shirt (pictured
to the right) incorporates Oklahoma’s native American heritage
and the Lutheran faith, using Luther’s rose and the cross in the
state of Oklahoma. Here at Redeemer we are working on a t-shirt
specifically for our youth group. Five designs have been submitted
and voting will commence shortly. All of the designs incorporate
the National Youth Gathering theme along with the history of
Redeemer.

Concordia University System Sunday
On Sunday April 14, we will be observing Concordia University
System Sunday. This is an opportunity to celebrate the ministries of
our colleges and universities within the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod. The Concordia University System is made up of ten colleges
and universities that prepare individuals to serve as Christian
leaders in the church, community, and world through a Lutheran
lens. If you or someone you know is interested in a Concordia
University, more information can be found on the bulletin board in the narthex or online at
http://http://www.lcms.org/cus.

Be sure to check out our Youth Group page on Facebook and our
Twitter account @RLCBVLYouth
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Report from the Treasurer, Terri Rau
Below are our Operating Fund (Budget) results through February 2013. The cumulative cash available in the Operating Fund was $198,387 and total cash, including Mothers Day Out and restricted funds, was $295,926.
The balance due on the internal loan to the Family Life Center Fund is $64,430. The monthly payment is $3,071 and
annual interest is 5%.
For February 2013 YTD and the entire years of 2012 / 2011, average monthly receipts were $35,786 / $42,915 /
$40,941, and average monthly operating expenditures were $35,255 / $47,858 / $35,334. Our 2013 Budget of
$547,300 is about $45,608 per month.
Financial Summary

Budget Receipts

Feb
2013
$37,385

Month
Feb
2013
2012
$41,544 $71,571

$77,664

Budget Expenditures

$37,223

$33,055

$70,510

$65,588

$162

$ 8,489

$1,061

$12,076

Budget Surplus

2012

In God’s Service,
Terri

is a great time to come exercise with “Just Doing It”, the exercise group that meets Thursday
nights, 7pm-8pm, upstairs in the Fellowship Hall. Please come and “spring” into a new exercise routine with us. Bring a bottle of water, light hand weights, and a smile. Contact Virginia
for more information, 918 766 2402.




Martha Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 16
at 9:30 a.m. at the home of ????????????
 Rachel Circle will meet on Thursday, April 18
at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Dorothy Fanning
30510 N 4020 Rd., Ramona, OK 74061.
Esther Circle will meet on Thursday, April 18 at 7:00 p.m. at the
home of Darlene Houk at 3512 Oakdale Dr.

We welcome all who are interested to come and attend a
circle meeting, one or all three of them. They all have a Bible study, refreshments and lots of great fellowship. If
you are interested, feel free to call me, Sara Lambring
333-9754.

MISSION STAMPS—LWML is still collecting
COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS.
Cut within 1/4 inch of the stamp and place in
container on top of the coat rack by the Educational building.

April
He is Risen!
“He is risen”! Three powerful

words...summing up the very essence of our Christian faith! As
we contemplate our Savior’s victory over death
for our sake this Easter season we are mindful of
the importance of spreading that precious Word
as He commanded us to do! An effective way to
share in that ministry is through an investment in
the Church Extension Fund. Your savings
savings dollars
will be used to make funds available to congregations across the USA for planting missions
and expanding ministry to their community. Meantime, you’ll earn attractive interest rates (based on a
Bank Rate Monitor index). Call “Dial-a-Rate” at 800843-5233 for current interest rates.

He is risen. Alleluia!!!
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A note from your Deaconess!
I want to thank all of you again for the lovely day of my commissioning and installation.
So many of you worked so hard to make things so lovely, and I appreciate each and every
gesture. I am getting settled in the office and I wanted to take the time in this newsletter to
let you know where I am, when I am in the office and how to reach me. My desk is in the
corner of the conference room and I am in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. I am often making home visits or hospital calls during that time but can arrange to
be in the office for any appointment. You may contact me on the church phone, 918-3336022, or my cell phone, 918-766-2205. My professional email is kcarter@rlcbvl.org. As
well as making home visits and hospital calls I am trying to attend at least one of each
function of the church, each LWML group, Bible Studies, etc. to know what groups are
studying and doing in order to see if there are needs that we can meet with any new studies
or groups. I continue to help Pastor teach confirmation class on Wednesday evenings and
teach the confirmation class on Sunday mornings. Please feel free to contact me with any
thoughts, suggestions, needs of the congregation or personal needs.
Each month I will try to share with you some information about the office of Deaconess.
This month I will share words from the publication Mercy Works, 2006, written by our now
Synodical President Matthew Harrison. “Just because the Office of the Ministry and its tasks are
not given to women, this hardly means there is no task for women in speaking and teaching the
Gospel. Quite the contrary! Loehe (Wilhelm) writes that the deaconess is responsible for
“Seelsorge” (care of souls) for those whom she serves. She speaks of Christ to all whom she
serves. And our deepest hope, dream and joy is that wherever the deaconess serves she speaks the
Gospel. She brings the altar, font and pulpit to all who she serves and she draws them back to the
same. She brings Christ, Christ’s Word and the Church!”

It is one of my passions to read and I may often share with you something I am
reading or have read that I think you might benefit from as well. I receive a devotion each
day that is based on the writings of Henri Nouwen. This one was shared recently and I
thought it was wonderful.
“Forgiving the Church”
When we have been wounded by the Church, our temptation is to reject it. But
when we reject the Church it becomes very hard for us to keep in touch with the living
Christ. When we say, “I love Jesus, but I hate the Church,” we end up losing not only the
Church but Jesus too. The challenge is to forgive the Church. This challenge is especially
great because the Church seldom asks us for forgiveness, at least not officially. But the
Church as an often fallible human organization needs our forgiveness, while the Church
as the living Christ among us continues to offer us forgiveness. It is important to think
about the Church not as “over there” but as a community of struggling, weak people of
whom we are part and in whom we meet our Lord and Redeemer.” Henri Nouwen, Bread
for The Journey
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2013
Sun

Mon
1
OFFICE
CLOSED
9:15-2:45 MDO
11:30 a.m Red Hat
Purple Circle

7:15 p.m

7

8

8:15 a.m.
Traditional Service
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

9:15-2:45 MDO
7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts

148:15 a.m.

15

Tue
2
7:15 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study
Phillips Cafeteria
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 p.m.
Adult Fellowship
Bible Study

Wed

Thu
4

3
9:15-2:45 MDO
5 P.M. Bell Choir
5:45 p.m.

Midweek &
Youth
Confirmation

9:00 a.m. Ladies’
Care Group at Home
of Tammy Beier
7:00 p.m.

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

7:30 p.m. Awaken-

9
7:15 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study
Phillips Cafeteria
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 p.m.
Adult Fellowship
Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Council

10

11

9:15-2:45 MDO
5 P.M. Bell Choir

8:00 a.m. Braille
7:00 p.m.

5:45 p.m.

Midweek &
Youth
Confirmation

“Just Doing It”
Exercise Class

7:30 p.m.
Awakening Chorus

16

17

18

7:15 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study
Phillips Cafeteria
9:15-2:45 MDO
9:30 a.m. Martha
Circle
12:00 p.m. Adult
Fellowship Potluck
6:30 p.m.
Heirloom Sewing
7:00 p.m. Bunco

9:15-2:45 MDO
5 P.M. Bell Choir

9:00 a.m. Ladies’
Care Group at Home
of Tammy Beier
9:30 a.m. Rachel
Circle
7:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
Awakening Chorus
Rehearsal

Exercise Class
7:00 p.m. Esther
Circle

21

22

23

24

25

9:15-2:45 MDO
7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
Couples’ Small
Group Bible Study
at Terry and Dana
Roby’s Home

7:15 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study
Phillips Cafeteria
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 p.m. Adult
Fellowship

9:15-2:45 MDO
5 P.M. Bell Choir

9:30 am Mission
Service
7:00 p.m.

29

30

9:15-2:45 MDO
7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts

7:15 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study
Phillips Cafeteria
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 p.m.
Adult Fellowship
Bible Study

8:15 am Traditional
Service
HOLY COMMUNION
9:30 am Sun. School
10:45 am
Contemporary
Service
Holy Communion

5

Exercise Class

9:15-2:45 MDO
7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts

28

Sat

“Just Doing It”

Traditional Service
9:30 a.m..
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Contemporary
Service
No Communion

8:15 a.m.
Traditional Service
No Communion
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

Fri

5:45 p.m.

Midweek &
Youth
Confirmation

5:45 p.m.

Midweek &
Youth
Confirmation
7:30 p.m. Awakening Chorus
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“Just Doing It”

“Just Doing It”
Exercise Class

7:00 Elder’s
Meeting

4-1 Mindy Warring
1 Nikki Frana
1 Roseanne Pinnick
2 Karla Carter
2 Heidi Yaw
3 Ann Afdahl
3 David Harding
3 Ashley Wilkinson
4 Whitney Ewing
5 Ed Durkin
5 Barbara Oldham
5 Jerry Rau
5 Morgan Stefanopoulos
5 Emeri Ward
6 Theresa Meier
6 Kati Thompson
8 Alice Gilbreath
8 Emily Newby

4– 2 Ed & Dorothy Fanning

9 Emily Ward
10 Daniel Fredrick
10 Cole Runnels
10 David Zilinski
11 Bonnie Hubler
12 Brianna Brown
12 Molly Deviney
12 Marie Jackson
12 Jacob Scott
13 Rhonda Bluhm
13 Roxanne Boyce
13 Susan Sattich
14 Kara Fischer
14 Tana Gleue-Ayre
14 Christopher Smith
15 Twila Bersche
17 John Lawrence
17 Laura Newby

15 David & Melinda Harding

7 Anthony & Sharon Peters 16 Mikael & Bonnie Hubler
12 Gregory & Vicki Mitchell

18 Barbara Sattich
19 Wyatt Beck
19 Tim Rayl
21 Evelyn Burling
22 Christopher Emert
22 Jesse Gotwalt
23 Norma Brurud
24 Sam Perrine
25 Casey Herren
25 Briana Sayles
25 Matthew Ulmer
26 Hayley Cadorette
26 Sharon Norwood
26 William Winter
27 Allison Meier
29 Barry Eggert
30 DeAnna Kahre

23 Terry & Dana Roby

Red Hat
Purple
Circle
Will meet
Monday, April 1

11:30a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Tumbleweeds
Nowata Rd.

ADULT
FELLOWSHIP
POTLUCK

April 16
12:00 p.m.
Mark your calendar Bring
that favorite dish or dessert or
both if you are so moved.

25 Pat & Stephanie McCartney

16 Mark & Ann Runnels
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