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Beloved of the Redeemed, 

 Grace, mercy and peace to you in Jesus! 

 I had an auto accident.  It is the first time in my life that I have 

been behind the wheel of the car during such an event.  Moreover, I was at 

fault.  I had rushed out of the office without a clear location as to where I 

was going, so I was looking for “landmark” locations.   In doing so, I per-

ceived I was at a 4-way stop.  But I was wrong.  I had stopped. The other vehi-

cle did not.  And so, I ran into a car with my vehicle.  It was my fault. 

 Some call it an accident.  It was in the sense that I was not being 

reckless.  However, I was not paying attention..  Both cars had to be towed 

away.   Everyone was okay, but I was saddened.  No one was hurt, but chil-

dren experienced fear. 

 The first face I saw through the window of my car was that of Chris 

Wells, a member of our church who works with our ambulance service.  He  

smiled, was kind, and saw to it that all were okay.  He gave me a ride back 

to the church .  Jokingly, he offered to wheel me in on a gurney to assist in 

my need for sympathy.  Thank you, Chris, for your supportive kindness. 

 It was indeed an accident in the sense I did not intend it nor was  I 

reckless.  I was simply preoccupied.  However, a family found their lives 

changed that day.  And, so was mine.  It was a hard day.  I saw to it that the 

family had a rental vehicle by that afternoon. Mine  waits for adjustment.   

Fortunately, I have my farm truck to get me  by for awhile.. 

 Here’s the point.  Some things are indeed accidents and some things 

are sin.  My part in the event probably involved both.  It was good for me to 

confess such in my Sunday School class and ask their forgiveness for any-

thing that was of my own shortcoming.  I asked their forgiveness, and I 

heard the words of absolution from my Christian brothers and sisters.  My 

burden was lifted.  (By the way, I had expressed the same with the  family 

whose car I had hit that day, and they, too, expressed understanding.) 

 Sometimes, we overlook the power of  confession and absolution, of 

forgiveness and release.  It is  part of Jesus commission as  He breathed on 

His disciples and said,  “Whosoever sins you forgive are forgiven …”  That 

which is spoken in the name of Jesus is conveyed. 

 We would do well to practice confession and absolution with each 

other and with our pastor.  It is a powerful event so much so that Luther was 

close to calling it a sacrament.  We all need to hear in our ears the words of 

forgiveness in Jesus’ name.  We all need to free ourselves from pent-up anger 

and forgive one another.  So, let us do so in our families, in our church, in 

the world and with ourselves.  It is a gift of God for which Jesus died. 

  

   Forgiven with you in  Christ, 

 

    

   Pastor C. 
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From the desk of Vicar... 
In William Shakespeare’s play  

Macbeth, after killing the king of 

Scotland, Macbeth tries to wash the 

king’s blood off of his hands.  

Macbeth does this in an attempt to 

relieve his guilty conscience.  

However, he quickly realizes that not 

even all of the water in the ocean 

could wash the blood off of his hands. Instead, he believes that 

the whole ocean would be turned red by his hands. Similarly, 

Pontius Pilate tried to escape the responsibility for Jesus’ death. 

He told the crowd that he washed his hands of the matter  

signifying that he was innocent in Jesus’ death.   
 

Like Pilate, how often do we try to evade responsibility or try 

to justify our sins? A simple hand-washing is unable to wash 

away these sins. Only blood can take away sins. The crowd was 

indeed right when they said, “His blood be on us and our chil-

dren,” but not in the manner they were intending. The blood of 

Jesus, the blood of the new covenant, is indeed upon us and our 

children. Not in a condemning way, but in a redemptive way, a 

sanctifying way, and a restorative way. We have been  

redeemed from our sins by the blood of Jesus. The blood of 

Jesus paid the price for our sins, we have been washed clean, 

and we have been declared innocent.  

        MOVING FORWARD THE MISSION: 
        While providing financial opportunities                        

       for you, investments with LCEF provide                 

       capital and ministry support for rostered church  

workers and organizations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod (LCMS). They use these funds for a variety of pro-

jects and purposes, but always with the intent to build God’s 

kingdom. 

      LCEF walks alongside ministries, guided by the Holy 

Spirit, always seeking to move forward the mission of our 

church: to go forth and make disciples through the sharing 

and teaching of the Gospel, and the compassion of our ac-

tions to care for others. 

    To invest directly in ministry, please visit lcef.org or call 

800-843-5233. 

 

 

 

You may obtain free cd’s of our 

worship services  

through the office. 

If a particular sermon strikes you, or if 

you thought of a friend who may be 

blessed by it; call the office to acquire 

one for any purpose. 

FREE OFFER Summer Sunday 
school 

Teachers needed!! 
We are seeking to engage in the beginnings 

of a  

Vibrant, 

Faith-filled 

Summer Sunday  school 

Program!! 

But! 

We need YOU to consider 
your role. 

Please call Pastor Carter in the Church  

office if you can help in any way! 

Candle Filling: Still seeking two volunteers for 

candle filling. Anyone can volunteer including 

men or women.  You would fill the candles for 

one Sunday every other month. This is a rela-

tively small commitment of time.  Help keep 

the “light” on during our worship services.   

Contact Sheree Stevens at 918-335-1562 or 

email at saws@cableone.net 

Just So You Know! 
Each Tuesday morning,  

from 8:30 A.M.-9:30 A.M. 
we hold weekly staff meetings along with a devotional 
in order to connect, communicate, and collaborate on 
the week ahead.  We also include a time of prayer 

for our members in need.  So, if the phone is not an-
swered during that time, leave a message.  We will 
get back with you very quickly.  You are also wel-

come to join us. 

The Roby’s Bible study is taking a break 

for the summer and will reconvene in 

the fall with topic of “The Lucy Show”. 

mailto:saws@cableone.net
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS NOT JUST 

FOR KIDS!   
IT'S FOR ALL OF US! 

JULY 15-19 

5:30—7:30 p.m. 
 

A TEAM IS ALREADY BEING ASSEMBLED!  HOW-

EVER, IF YOU ARE WILLING TO HELP IN ANY 

WAY, PLEASE CONTACT TAMMY BEIER  (918-333-

1895) OR PASTOR CARTER (918-333-6022, EXT 11). 

INFORMATION ON THEME, ETC., WILL 
BE RELEASED A LITTLE AT A TIME 

(EXCEPT FOR TEACHERS, OF COURSE!)  
WE HOPE YOU MAKE IT A  

PRIORITY IN LIFE TO DO WHAT  
JESUS DID:  LOVE AND BLESS KIDS!!   
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"                                                        Ringing the Bell" 

                                                               Dear Christian Friends,  

                                                               Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

                                                               I will admit, as I was originally writing this letter to the church, I had envi-               

                                                   sioned a slightly different tone.  But what was intended as a letter of joy,                                              

                                       must be tempered by the realities of living in a broken world. I pray for                                              

               God's continuing mercy for those who have been affected by the storms of   

               this world. There is a tradition at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne

                           or graduating students being sent out as pastors.  After the final paper has been

                           written, after the final test has been taken, and after the final class has been sat

               through, the students gather around a bell that once stood at the Springfield  

               campus and was brought to Fort Wayne when the seminary moved.  As they 

               gather, one by one the graduating students approach the bell rope and pull the 

rope as a declaration of being done.  Some pull softly and ring the bell only once or twice, while others pull with all their 

might what seems like an attempt to bring the bell down.  Having graduated this last Friday, I was one of the ones who 

stepped up to ring the bell.  As the bell peeled out its bold message, the chapel bell started to ring out its own message.  

The church is one of the few places where bells are still used.  We use them to ring in the new year, to remember those 

who have fallen asleep in the Lord, and to call the community to worship.  The bell first started to be used by the Church 

because of its ability to be heard for miles around through most any weather.  The bell rings out the message to come and 

worship the Lord.  Come and find shelter from the physical and spiritual storms of the world in the arms of a loving 

God.  A God that sent His only Son for all of us to take away our sins through His death on the cross and his resurrection 

three days later.  Thanks be to God for His amazing and abounding love, especially in the midst of tragedies. 

As your incoming associate pastor, I look forward to joining the Bartlesville community and being a part of Redeemer 

Lutheran Church's ministry with Pastor Carter.  My family and I are excited to be coming there and serving in your 

midst. God's Blessings, Candidate William Shupe 

As many of you know I was privileged to be able to join the Lutheran Church Charities Disaster Relief 

team as they deployed to Moore, Oklahoma following the destruction due to the storms and the tornado. It 

was an amazing experience for me personally and an honor to be part of their team. The disaster response 

from the LCMS church of St. John’s in Moore, the Oklahoma District, and the LCMS Synodical Disaster 

Response team were, and continue to be, on the ground with their expertise and help. The teams are there 

to help with material support, financial support and of course spiritual counsel and support. The Lutheran 

Church Charities team deploys with their Comfort Dogs.  These trained therapy dogs have a very specific purpose and 

that is to  bring comfort to those in affliction. The K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry Statement of Purpose is as follows, “for 

the purpose of bringing the comfort, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ”.  We were able to visit the 

Children’s Hospital in Oklahoma City, shelters, relief centers, medical triage units, police stations, and also walk the 

actual area of the damage caused by the tornado. The dogs and their handlers bring great comfort, smiles to faces that 

had not smiled for days, and tears of grief and words of sorrow that we were privileged to hear as they touch and pet the 

Comfort Dogs. Their presence opens doors of communication that might otherwise be difficult to open as they bring a 

sense of peace and acceptance with their presence. 

  It was my honor and privilege to represent our church, the office of the Deaconess, and to bring the presence of 

Christ to individuals that are dealing with shock, great loss, anxiety and fears for the future. They are grieving the loss 

of loved ones, and of the community that they have called home. They are experiencing an abrupt and shocking disaster 

and will need help of many kinds for a very long time. We will continue to support them in any manner that we can. 

  The love of Christ, the One who came into this broken world to bring us wholeness, is the message and pres-

ence that we as His children can bring to a world that is suffering.  He is the answer to those who are broken and weary 

and so we are compelled by His love to answer to all in need, be it physical, emotional or spiritual. May our response to 

His love for us bring us ever to the people and places that long for His presence.   

 

I thank you for this opportunity to bring the love of Christ to those in great need. 

 

Deaconess Karla Carter 
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Pre-Gathering 
Bible Studies 

During the Sunday 

school hour on Sundays 

in the month of June, 

the youth group will be 

preparing for the Gath-

ering by completing 

their pre-gathering Bible 

studies. These Bible 

studies will focus on the 

themes of the Gather-

ing and things we pack 

that won’t fit in our suit-

cases, such as bag-

gage, expectations, and 

friends.  

June 2013 R e d e e m e r  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

Youth Corner 
Dates of  

Importance 

 Youth Bible Study - 
every Sunday  
morning at 9:30 am 

 MIDWEEK - Every  
Wednesday night at 
5:45 pm 

 End of the School 
Year Party -  
Skiatook Lake - June 
2nd  

 Youth Group  
Meetings -  
June 9 & 23 

Be sure to check out our Youth Group page on Facebook and our 

Twitter account @RLCBVLYouth 

National Youth Gathering planning meetings 
As the National Youth Gathering quickly approaches (4 weeks away) the youth group 

will be having two planning meeting in June. The meetings will be held on June 9th 

and June 23rd after the second service. We will continue to discuss our travel plans, 

schedule, attire, packing, and other things.  

NYG Redeemer Youth Group T-Shirts 
This year’s National Youth Gathering Redeemer youth group t-shirt design has 

been submitted, designed, and ordered. This year’s design was submitted by 

Emily Newby. It incorporates the theme of the National Youth Gathering, the his-

tory of Redeemer Lutheran Church, the city of Bartlesville, and the state of Okla-

homa. They will look good as our group wears them amongst 20,000 other Lu-

therans from all over the United States.   
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Report from the Treasurer, Terri Rau 
 

Below are our Operating Fund (Budget) results through April 2013.  The cumulative cash available in the Operat-

ing Fund was $201,861 and total cash, including Mothers Day Out and restricted funds, was $270,913.   
 

The balance due on the internal loan to the Family Life Center Fund is $58,813.  The monthly payment is $3,071 

and annual interest is 5%.   
   

For April 2013 YTD and the entire years of 2012 / 2011, average monthly receipts were $38,681 / $42,915 / 

$40,941, and average monthly operating expenditures were $36,002 / $47,858 / $35,334.  Our 2013 Budget of 

$547,300 is about $45,608 per month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In  God’s Service,   

Terri 

 

Financial Summary Month April Year to Date 

  April 2013 April 2012 2013 2012 

Budget Receipts $33,135 $40,829 $154,725 $158,252 

Budget Expenditures $36,123 $35,544 $144,008 $144,079 

Budget Surplus /(Deficit) $(2,988) $5,285 $10,717 $14,173 

                      100th  

                  ANNIVERSARY 

                1913 - 2013 

         Generations of Lutherans 

          In Motion for God! 
 

Rev. Wayne Schuett 
& the membership of 
First Lutheran Church 

Muskogee, OK 
 

Cordially invite you to attend the 

100th anniversary of Lutheranism in 
Muskogee 

 

Sunday, June 9, 2013 
 

The celebration service begins at 4:00 p.m. 

The Rev. Steven Cornwell, Guest Preacher 

RSVP 

918-682-9533 

Dinner following the service 

         YOUNG ADULTS 
 

Come join us for Sunday School.  There's 

a wonderful small group Bible study eve-

ry Sunday Morning.  We meet from 9:30-

10:30 south of the kitchen.  Here's your 

opportunity to experience GOD while 

Building a relationship with other young adults. 

. 

“Retirement Dreams  

Help Support Ministry” 

         Your dreams of retirement can 

actually help LCMS ministries fulfill 

their dreams of carrying out god’s plan, 

while staying vital and financially healthy. An IRA 

with LCEF works as an investment for you and your 

future, while making funds available for loans to ros-

tered church workers, congregations, schools and 

universities, and other ministries. Your retirement 

funds help us together to empower ministries in their 

Kingdom work. 

 To learn more, visit lcef.org or call 800-843-

5233. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
                        

 1      

2  8:15 a.m.  

Traditional  Service 

Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

            Service  

12 P.M. Voter’s 

Mtg & Luncheon 

3 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

 

4 7:15 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study  

Phillips Cafeteria 

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg. 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m. 

Adult Fellowship  

Bible Study 

 

  

5 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

 
 

 

 

 
 

6 

7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
 

 

7 8 

 

9  

8:15 a.m.  

Traditional  Service  
9:30 a.m..  

Sunday School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

            Service  

Holy Communion 

10 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

 

 

11  

7:15 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study  

Phillips Cafeteria 

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg. 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m. Adult  

              Fellowship  

       Bible Study 

12  

9:15-2:45 MDO 

6:30 VBS Teachers 

Meeting  

  

 

 

13 

9:30 am Mission Ser-

vice 
 

7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
  

 

14 15 

16 Father’s 
Day 

8:15 a.m.  

Traditional Service  

 Holy  Communion 
9:30 a.m. Sunday  

            School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

Service 

17 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

 

18  7:15 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study  

Phillips Cafeteria 

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg 

9:15-2:45 MDO 

12:00 p.m. Adult 

Fellowship Potluck   

7:00 p.m. Ladies’  

                Bunco  

19 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

 
 

20 

9:30 am Mission Ser-

vice    

7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
  

 

21 

 

22 

Royal’s 

Trip to 

Kansas 

City  

23 8:15 am Tra-

ditional Service   

9:30 am Sun. School 

10:45 am  

Contemporary  

Service   

Holy Communion 

24 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

25  7:15 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study  

Phillips Cafeteria 

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m. Adult 
Fellowship Bible 

Study 

26 

9:15-2:45 MDO  
27 

9:30 am Mission Ser-

vice 

7:00  p.m. Elder’s  

                 Meeting 

28 

 

 

29 

 June 2013  

30 9:30 am Sun. 

School 

10:45 am One  

Combined Service   

Holy Communion 

 

      

    Pastor  at KINDLE board  meeting. In  Chicago IL 

               PASTOR CARTER AT LCMS PASTOR AT DOXOLOGY 

LCMS NATIONAL YOUTH 

GATHERING IN  

SAN ANTONIIO 

LCMS                           NATIONAL                            YOUTH      GATHERING           IN            SAN     ANTONIO                                 TEXAS 
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June 2013 Birthdays                 

6-2 Rebecca Mau 

   4 Wayne Clementson 

   5 Kimberly Agan 

   8 Carsten Bluhm 

   8 Cheryl Lindstrom 

 10 Don Bruning 

 10 Naomi Seaver 

 11 Terri Rau 

 13  Cynthia Hall 

 13  Nancy McClure 

 14  Bret Brazda 

14 Fred Malone 

16 Austin Peters 

16 Tom Woodson 

17 Janae Runnels 

18 Wanda Cogdill 

19 Chris Meyer 

20 Stephanie Wells 

21 Mark Dixon 

21 John Hubler 

21 Kop Vigesaa 

25 Jacob Brazda 

25 Kaye Keltner 

26 Levi Mau 

26 Dana Roby 

27 Tammy Beier 

27 Carla Cherry 

27 Sally Larison 

28 Brooke Bluhm 

28 Julie Smith 

 

6– 1 Sig & Kop Vigesaa 

     3 Fred & Jackie Malone 

     3 David & Julie Smith 

     7 Vernon & Nancy Newby 

  9 James & Sheree Stevens 

12 John & Cara Brooks 

14 Larry & Glenda Heideman 

14 Chris & Stephanie Wells 

16 Lewis & Becky Trentman 

17 Ralph & Lois Bergstad 

19 Mark & Lisa Dixon 

29 Aaron & Anita Gard 

Red Hat  

Purple  

Circle  

  

   

              

Will meet Monday,  

June 3 

At  

Bonnie Eggert’s  

Owasso, OK 

ADULT  
 FELLOWSHIP  

POTLUCK 

 June 18 

12:00 p.m. 

Mark your calendar Bring 

that favorite dish or dessert or 

both if you are so moved. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

3700 SE Woodland Rd  

Bartlesville, OK 74006 

June 2013 Anniver-

June 


