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Dearly beloved of Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Much has happened in the past month. We’ve ended our participation in the vicarage program , and have participated and installed
our new Associate Pastor. What does the Holy Spirit have in store for us?
My answer is much, much indeed! We are yet to behold that which God
may be doing in our midst. Yet, we want to remain faithful to plan
and commit our plans to the Lord that He may direct our paths.
Teaching the Faith faithfully. This is the responsibility of each
of us to the older and younger of our congregation. Much confusion
reigns in our culture that is permeated with secular humanistic philosophy as well as pop Christian theology. I, you, we all need to know
the Truth of our Faith that leads to salvation eternally and peace even
while here in a peace-less world.
So, we are looking at everything we do in our ministries. We are
looking at worship, at Sunday School and Midweek, our Mothers’ Day
Out program, our evangelism, our mercy ministries, and whatever else
the Lord has in store for us in participation of the prayer we pray when
we say “Thy Kingdom come”. My boat will be rocked. So, likely, will
yours. Yet, it is all for Jesus and His desire to reach the many through
the ministries of Redeemer Lutheran Church.
Such a vision is bigger than me. It’s bigger than you. It is God’s
mission in Jesus. Some programs will be recreated. Some may have
found their end. New ministries will call forth our giving and sacrifice.. None of us are given a “pass” on such an enterprise. Yet, we all
are called to draw strength from the reality that the necessary strength
comes not from us. It come from the power of the Holy Spirit working
through us by Word and Sacrament. Our strength is not our own. It is
the gift of God.
A very difficult decision was made by the ministerial team to
delay Midweek. The reasons were simple. We needed a clearer vision,
more solid Christian education objectives and a transition to what is
needful. Hmm. What is needful? Surely, the education (catechesis of
our children and youth), the Christian fellowship of a family –style
meal, and a midweek identity with the communal fellowship of the
church are critical. What is also needful is YOU. Having received of the
goodness of the Lord, YOU are called to give the same to the next generation.
We need YOUR help. You may say, “I am not a teacher”. However, you may serve as honorably in other ways. We have need of aids, administrators, and helpers in many arenas. Will you be a part of God’s
answer to our prayer, “Thy Kingdom come?” I invite you to join me
prayerfully as to how better to invest in such a Kingdom that endures.
Through His Kingdom,

Mark Carter, Sr. Pastor

Musings of the Ministry:
Youth and Family vs Youth and Education? It’s Both!
Pastor Bill Shupe
When I received the Call to come here to Redeemer Lutheran Church, I was excited, nervous and curious about where I was going, and what I was about to do. I read
through every page of the Call documents closely, trying to learn as much as possible about
the congregation and what the congregation was seeking in an Associate Pastor. As I read I
came across the title “Associate Pastor of Youth and Education.” I prepared myself to
serve as Youth and Education. I pulled out some of my Director of Christian Education textbooks and dusted them off and reviewed what I knew about Youth and Education.
When I got here, though, there was a different title being tossed around, “Associate
Pastor of Youth and Family Ministries”. Suddenly there were questions. Which one was the
correct title? Did this change my focus? What am I being expected to do? Am I “Youth
and Education” or “Youth and Family”?
The answer is... both are correct. As your new pastor you have called me to Preach,
Teach, and administer the Sacraments in accord with the Lutheran Church teachings. Specifically I have been called to reach out to teach the young people of our congregation, but I
cannot do that without reaching to the whole family. I cannot reach the family, without also
teaching the parents alongside the children.
We are told to train our children so that when they grow, they will walk in those
teachings. And what is taught? The faith in a God who sent his only begotten Son to die in
an unbelievably terrible way and rise again for us, so that we may have God’s grace and
forgiveness. We teach our children the will of God for them, which is Life in His Name.
Proverbs 22:6 English Standard Version (ESV)
Train up a child in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will not depart from it.

Deaconess Corner
Many of us have favorite books, verses or individuals in Scripture and
our reasons for this may be as varied as the choice itself. For years I often find myself
returning to the book of Esther and the words of Mordecai as he pleads with Esther to
approach her husband the King, revealing her Jewish ancestry and revealing to him the
plot of Hamaan to kill all the Jews. The words of Mordecai often haunt me ~ “For if
you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another
place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have
not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14. Esther's task was not
an easy one for even though she was the wife of the King, she was not allowed to enter
into his court without being called. In doing so she faced the possibility of death. And
so she fasted and prayed, and many with her, and she bravely entered the King's inner
court. The Jews were spared but that is not the only part of the story that moves me.
God's will for the Jews would be accomplished with or without Esther as Mordecai says, but it is Esther's choice to answer God's call in her life. Of course this is a
great turning point in the life of the Jewish people and Esther is forever known for her
words and actions. But, does this verse not speak to each of us? Are we not placed in
the kingdom “for such a time as this?” What might it be that God is calling you to do?
Might your words or actions make a difference in the kingdom?
I pray as you prayerfully consider God's calling in your life that you be assured
that He prepares the way before you and journeys with you as you speak and act. There
are no small deeds among the fellowship of saints and your gift may just be that which
is greatly needed. Esther was an orphan, raised by her uncle Mordecai, and came to be a
Queen but more importantly she became the vessel which changed the history of the
Jewish people.
May each of you take heart that your gifts are greatly needed to build up the
kingdom. Whatever He is calling you to do may you prayerfully and reverently consider the calling. Might it take courage? Very possibly, but is it not possible that you have
come to the kingdom “for such a time as this?”

Deaconess2 Karla Carter

All are welcome! Please
join us for time
on the following
Monday evenings, August 26.
September 23, October 14 and
28 as we study God's word,
and enjoy an introduction to
our discussion with Lucy, Mr.
Mooney and friends. The videos from "The Lucy Show" will
introduce discussion about
"Scheming, Worry, Lies and
Legalism. "Jesus spoke all
these things to the crowd in
parables; he did not say anything to them without using a
parable." Matthew
13:34. Hope to see you there
at the home of Dana and Terry
Roby, 1447 Valley Road. Call
with any questions 918-8763692 or email terryroby@yahoo.com.

ALL CHURCH
COOKOUT
SEPTEMBER 14
We will leave the
church at 10:30 a.m.
for Becky and Lewis
Trentman’s Ranch at
Skiatook for
a barbecue cookout.
Contact Ed Savage to
let him know if you
will be attending at
918-333-4928.

Dear Fellow Members:

Youth and Children’s

With the installation and ordination of our
Associate Pastor, William J. Shupe, on
August 4, we have reached another milestone in the planning and vision work we began several years
ago. It is a milestone, not a destination; there is still much
work to do. We must support and embrace the programming
and change that is coming, without compromising our principles, in order to make a serious attempt to change the demographic makeup of our congregation.

MIDWEEK
Begins
Wednesday, September 18
5:45 -7:45 P.M.
Classes for all children 5yrs. old
through 12th Grade are provided.

I also need to publically acknowledge Bob Wyckoff;
I don’t see how we could have reached this milestone without
him. He was always there with a plan or idea about how we
could keep moving the work forward. Thank you Bob and
I’m excited about our future and looking forward to working
with you as we continue to progress our vision and planning
work.

Babysitting is available for younger
children as needed.

Classes required for Youth Confirmation (Grades 6-8) meet at
this time as well.

And please remember, we at Redeemer Lutheran
Church are dedicated to:
Reaching Lives for Christ by,
Gathering for worship and fellowship in Christ
Growing through God’s Word and Sacrament
Giving joyfully in service to God and His people
Going as a witness that Jesus is Lord and Savior

The program includes a family
styled dinner followed by Christian Education classes and
activities.
Still Needed: Overall meal coordinator; Table
Parents and other teacher aides.

Reaching Lives for Christ,
Tom Bucher

Please call Pastor C or Pastor Shupe in the
church office to inquire for more information
or to inquire about helping. (918)-333-6022

NEW ADULT (INSTRUCTION) CLASS
A new class focusing on Luther’s Large Catechism will begin Sunday,
September 15, during the Sunday School hour in the adult education
room adjacent to the larger education hall. The class will last for 6
weeks ending on November 3. This is a great opportunity to review an
adult perspective on the catechism. It will also serve as an

instructional class for non-Lutherans interested in joining our
church. Please call Pastor C in the church office (918-333-6022) in order that adequate materials are secured for each participant.

NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
We will be beginning a new Women’s Bible Study in September. The
first meeting will be on Wednesday, September 18th from 9:30 – 11:00,
in the Fellowship Hall. Each week’s lesson will stand alone so you are
welcome every week or the weeks that you can come. All women are
welcome!! More information to come on the study we will begin with
in September. See you there! Deaconess Karla Carter
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SEPTEMBER 15
5:00 -7:00 p.m.

You won’t want to miss this
SPECIAL EVENT. Info: 918-333-6022

Red Hat Purple Circle
Will meet at

La Fiesta
3800 SE Washington Pl.

Monday, September 9
11:30-1:00
FLOWERS TO GRACE OUR ALTAR
If you would like to provide
flowers for the altar on Sundays
in memory or in honor of a
loved one, a special occasion, or
to the glory of God, you may do
so by signing up on the flower
chart on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
Upcoming Sundays that are open include:
September 15 and 22nd, October 13 and
20th. What a privilege it is to add to the
worship on Sundays by gracing the altar
with flowers of God’s creation. What a
way to say, “Thank you, God, for all your
goodness and blessing.”
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Mother’s Day Out is Enrolling Now for Fall
1989 wasn’t very long ago,
“Honey, I Shrunk the Kids “was
one of the big movies that year,
Tom Landry coached his last
game in Dallas, Rebecca Kahre
was born, and Redeemer Lutheran Church began its Mother’s Day out program.
I really didn’t know what a MDO program was all
about. “Why”, I thought, would mothers need a day
out?
The answer became clear quickly that parenthood is a
big job. Safe, affordable, and faith based, environments that provide a place for parents to leave their
children are truly rare and are a great blessing to parents that need some time during the week to manage
the other things required to keep a family going.
As a Grandparent that helps to care for our Granddaughter, Mother’s Day Out is again an opportunity
that may be more valuable than it was Twenty Four
4
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Youth Corner
Dates of
Importance
 Youth Bible Study every Sunday
morning at 9:30 am
 Midweek - every
Wednesday during
school year at 5:45
pm
 Illuminate Conference
October 25-26

Midweek Starting Again
Just a reminder that
we will be meeting
again for our
Wednesday night
Midweek. We will
eat and enjoy each
other’s company as
we spend time in
devotions and fellowship.

Broken - Sunday Mornings
There are only two kinds of spirituality in the world. One is the manifestation of the old evil foe who has sent
many false spiritualties out into the
world, and the other is the holy spirituality found only in faith in the one
true God. One is a lie, and one is real.
But which is which?
Rev. Fisk’s honest and defining
book stands on the foundation of
Scripture and exposes these seven
counterfeit “Christian” rules. In fact,
he doesn’t just tell you what the lies are — he marches them
boldly into your living room and
demonstrates how they are going to
ruin your life by twisting your heart,
mind, and hands away from the true
and real theology of the Lord. The
lessons in Broken aren’t easy to
learn, but they are vital to the survival of the church. These
rules need to be broken. And breaking the rules has never felt
so good.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR REV. JONATHAN FISK
The High School
Jonathan Fisk is a fast-talking, blog-writing,
Class will be going
YouTube-channel-hosting, Lutheran Church—
through this book on
Missouri Synod pastor who writes with authoriSunday Mornings. Feel ty, simplicity, and passion.
An adult convert from American Evangelifree to follow along with calism,
Rev. Fisk serves at Bethany Lutheran
them by reading it your- Church in Chicago, Illinois, where he lives with
self.
his wife, Meridith, and five children.
- See more at: http://sites.cph.org/broken/
Be sure to check out our Youth Group page on Facebook and our
Twitter account @RLCBVLYouth
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Report from the Treasurer, Terri Rau
Below are our Operating Fund (Budget) results through July 2013. The cumulative cash available in the Operating
Fund was $169,584 and total cash, including Mothers Day Out and restricted funds, was $235,184.
The balance due on the internal loan to the Family Life Center Fund is $50,300. The monthly payment is $3,071 and
annual interest is 5%.
For July 2013 YTD and the entire years of 2012 / 2011, average monthly receipts were $38,395 / $42,915 /
$40,941, and average monthly operating expenditures were $40,652 / $47,858 / $35,334. Our 2013 Budget of
$547,300 is about $45,608 per month.
Financial Summary

Month
July 2013

July Year to Date

July 2012

2013

2012

Budget Receipts

$34,838

$47,513

$268,762

$282,147

Budget Expenditures
Budget Surplus (Deficit)

$41,242
$(6,404)

$81,876
$(34,363)

$284,564
$(15,802)

$299,048
$(16,901)

In God’s Service,
Terri

Stewardship Ministry
Bob Wyckoff, chair
Meet and Greet
Active Volunteers
in Service
Mark your calendars on the
fifth Sunday, September 29, 2013 to attend a special
event. The Stewardship Ministry will host a luncheon after the 10:45 morning service honoring our members who
volunteer their services at Redeemer. In addition, members
who would like to serve in some capacity will have the opportunity to visit with active volunteers. Together we can
accomplish many tasks in supporting our church and
providing outreach as disciples. Reference reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15(for God loves a cheerful giver).
SEE YOU ALL on September 29, 2013 for this important
event!!
It’s time again to begin our Circle meetings for
the coming year. We welcome all who are interested to come and attend a Circle meeting.
They all have a Bible study, refreshments and lots of great
fellowship. If you are interested, feel free to call me, Sara
Lambring at 913-333-9754.
Rachel Circle has united with Martha Circle and
will meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at
9:30 a.m.
Esther Circle will meet the 3rd Thursday of the
month at 7:00 p.m.
The time and place for each meeting will in
the bulletin the week before the circles..

SUNDAY SCHOOL for YOUNG ADULTS-Small group Bible study every Sunday at
9:30 a.m. in the classroom just south of
the kitchen.
Get CONNECTED!

MISSION SERVICE
WORKSHOP
We are having a fun workshop open to
everyone who wants to learn new sewing
techniques!! Learn how to quilt as you
go, make a pillowcases, make quilts like
your grandmother did or fast quilt top assembly— all the latest techniques while having dessert. The workshop will be on Thursday,
September 19 at 8:30 a.m. in the education building. Bring a sewing
machine and sewing supplies on that day to the church. For more
information call Sue Waller at 918-335-2091.

Stained glass——We are excited to announce Phase II of
the Narthex update which is to add stained glass to the west side of
the Narthex. The stained glass will completely replace the two windows on the west side and will run from top to bottom. Local artist
Mitzi McGregor has been contracted to do the work and a sample of
the proposal is located in the narthex. The cost for this project is
$10,972.26. The Church Council has approved funding half of the
project and would like to challenge the congregation to raise the
other half. This project is outside of our normal budget so we would
ask you to prayerfully consider contributing to this project. We believe it will be a lasting and beautiful addition that will contribute to
the beauty of the narthex and serve to enhance the worship of each
of us. If you are so moved, please mark your contribution “stained
glass fund” and put it in the offering plate on or before December
31, 2013. If you have any questions please contact Marsha Durkin
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or Tom Bucher (918-914-0304).

2013
Sun
1

Mon
2 No MDO 3

8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship with

Labor

9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Contemporary Service

Day
OFFICE
CLOSED

Holy Communion

8
8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Blended
Service

Tue

9
9:15-2:45 MDO
11:30-1:00 p.m.

Red Hat
Purple Circle
LaFiesta

8:30 a.m. Staff

Mtg.
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 p.m.
Adult Fellowship
Bible Study

10
8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg.
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 p.m.
Adult Fellowship
Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Bunco

Wed

Thu

4

5

9:15-2:45 MDO

7:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Awakening Chorus Rehearsal

11

12

9:15-2:45 MDO

8:00 a.m. Braille

7:30 p.m.

Awakening Chorus Rehearsal

17

18

19

8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship

9:15-2:45 MDO
7:00 p.m. Boy
Scouts

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg.
9:15-2:45 MDO
9:30 a.m.
Rachel/Martha Circle
2:00 p.m. Adult
Fellowship Bible Study
6:30 pm Heirloom
Sewing
7:00 pm Council Mtg.

9:15-2:45 MDO
9:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

5:45 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
Esther Circle

14

All Church
Cookout
at

Trentman
Ranch
Meet at church
Depart 10:30

Women's Bible
Study

20

21

27

28

Ladies’ Care Group

Midweek 7:00 p.m.
& Youth
Confir- “Just Doing It”
mation
Exercise Class
7:30 p.m.

Awakening Chorus Rehearsal

23

24

25

9:15-2:45 MDO
7:00 p.m. Boy
Scouts

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg.
9:15-2:45 MDO
2:00 p.m.
Adult Fellowship

5:45 p.m.

9:30 am Mission

7:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

9:15- MDO

29

30

9:30 am Sunday Sch.
10:45 am One
Combined
Worship Service

9:15-2:45 MDO

26

Midweek
Service
& Youth
7:00
p.m.
Elder’s
Confirmation
Meeting
Awakening Chorus Rehearsal

Holy Communion

7:00 p.m. Boy
Scouts

Holy Communion

Volunteer
Recognition Sunday
Luncheon

13

“Just Doing It”
Exercise Class

16

8:15 a.m.
Divine Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
10:45 a.m.
Blended Service

7

7:00 p.m..

15

22

6

Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. Boy
Scouts

9:30 a.m..
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Blended Service
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Meet the New Pastor
Pastor Shupe, Alicia
& Lydia

Sat

“Just Doing It”
Exercise Class

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Fri

7

“Just Doing It”
Exercise Class

Come to Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.
Matthew 11:28

2013
9-1 Steve Emert
1 Aaron Runnels
2 Aaron Gard
2 William Newby
2 Dennis Rickords
3 Jerry Quinn
4 Deonne Bachmann
4 Dalton Rau
5 Mark Carter
5 DeEtta Crawford
5 Lisa Dixon
5 James Potts
5 Jo Ann Radke
7 Pearl Poellot
8 Erin Lindstrom
8 Ivan Winger

Birthdays
10 Robert Lonski
10 Jennifer Smith
11 Devin Stefanopoulos
12 Carol Range
12 Mildred Schnackenberg
13 Sonya Blanchard
13 Jeff Witt
14 Shirley Paidl
15 John Kahre
16 Sig Vigesaa
17 Darrell Keltner
17 Jackie Malone
18 Sam DeFrees
20 Katherine Hanson
20 Aaron Kahre
20 Sonya Peterson

2013
9-12 Dennis & Jean Rickords

22 Sandy Tritthart
23 Joy Cronk
24 Kelsie Thee
25 J.D. Jackson
26 Patrick McCartney
26 Rob Spitzer
27 Laura Hauge
27 Matthew Miller
27 Denise Tilyard
28 Vicki Mitchell
29 Michelle Spitzer
30 Teka Buesser
30 Bonnie Eggert
30 Joshua Hubler

Anniversaries
19 Ed & Carolyn Savage

15 Bob & Judy Kingsbury
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